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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
 
July
26     Fri             Pupil Free Day - No School for students
26     Fri             NPS Film Night, Screening Yesterday - For parents, 8pm. Book on
Trybooking (link on Film                               Night page)
31     Wed          Maths Olympiad - Contest 3 - Grade 6
 
August
10     Sat             Trivia Night 6pm 
12     Mon - 16 Fri         National Science Week
20     Tues         Last day for Italian Poster Competition (See Italian Update page)
21     Wed         Maths Olympiad - Contest 4 - Grade 6
21    Wed          Cyber Safety Parent Forum – Presented by Project Rockit - 6.30pm – 8.00pm
 
September
5       Thur        Grade 3-4 Swimming program starts - refer to swimming page
9       Mon         Pupil Free Day - No School for students
18     Wed          2019 Whole School Production
20     Fri             Last day of Term 3 -  2.30pm dismissal 
 
Term Dates
Term 4  Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec -       1.30pm dismissal
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Greetings from Kerrie
Student Achievement
Arts Alive Articles – Buriqa A; Jemimah DG; Grace MH; Rafael PC
The 3/4 students were asked to reflect on their Semester 1 work on composition of their paintings,
inspiration and what artist influenced their paintings.  For a little twist, Edwina asked the students to
interview a class buddy and ask them about their reflections and write it up like a media article. 
 
We have included a small selection for your enjoyment to read and to celebrate the children’s work. 
Buriqa did a terrific interview with Zach DG and we have provided the transcript to help you read the
responses.  Well done 3/ 4’s!
 
THE ART SEEN
1. What inspired you to create this painting?
 ‘I think tree’s look majestic and powerful and how
the night sky looks amazing on its own and with     
   other things.’
2.  How did you decide in the colours of your
painting?
‘Tree’s are brown and green the night sky is black
and the moon is white and yellow some other       
       times.’
3. What artist influenced you painting?
‘Zach DG’
4. Tell me about your composition?
‘Looking directly out the window and looking at all
the beautiful things outside.’
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2019 Department of Education’s Annual Parent Opinion Survey
The annual Department of Education’s (DET) online, Parent Opinion survey, will be offered to parents
next week. 

This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted
from Monday 29th July to Sunday 11th August. 

 
The survey aims to gather feedback from parents about what parents think about their school.   It is
designed to assist each individual school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school
climate, student behavior and student engagement. 
 
DET manages the survey and once completed, compiles the data and any additional comments and
makes the results available to each individual school.  The Department aggregates all the parent data
and develops a state-wide picture of perceptions of school climate, student behavior and student
engagement, to be used in monitoring the impact of initiatives and programs.
 
At our school, the School Council analyses the results and uses these to help inform and direct future
school planning and improvement strategies.  We will use the survey results in a number of ways such
as:

Assist in monitoring levels of student engagement and wellbeing;
Compare school level data on engagement with state-wide benchmarks;
Stimulate discussion within the school community about how to improve parent engagement;
and
Assist in the identification of areas for improvement and professional development needs in the
school.

The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September, beginning of October
(Term 4).  All survey results are communicated to parents through the school’s annual reporting
processes. 
 
The survey will be conducted online, takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any
convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic,
Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
 
The Parent Opinion Survey is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. All
responses to the survey are anonymous.  At a minimum, 30 per cent of parents will be invited to
participate in this year’s survey. There is a minimum number of responses required to make the results
a reliable sample of parent perceptions, otherwise, it can only be read as one person’s perception
rather than what parents generally think about the school. 
 
In the past few years, our school has had difficulty getting the minimum required number of required
responses from parents and therefore the feedback has not been able to provide a reliable sample of
parent opinions. 
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If you receive an invite, we would really appreciate your time to complete the survey.
 
Can you help?  Scooter Missing from bike shed
A three wheel purple scooter and helmet has been reported missing since July 18th.  A very sad
young child would appreciate your help to locate the scooter.  Please contact the school if you have
any information that would assist. 
 
Siblings due to commence Prep in 2020
Confirmation letters have been sent out to parents who have submitted an application to the school
and are eligible, to enroll their child for Prep 2020. 
If you are a current family and you have a child who is due to commence in 2020, and you haven’t put
an application in to the school for 2020 enrolment, I strongly urge you to do so immediately.
 
Planning for the kinder to prep transition program has begun.  To ensure you are up to date with all
information for both 2019 and 2020, you will need to have your application lodged and approved. 
Enrolment forms are available from the office, or download from our website, and return it to the office,
or email, as soon as possible.
 
Responding to the cold and flu season
Here are three key steps to keep our school happy and healthy.
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) advise that influenza is increasing throughout
Victoria. Schools are also reporting higher rates of students affected by influenza.
 
Advice for school communities to respond to influenza
Follow these important steps to respond to students affected by influenza at school: 

Encourage parents of students with cold or flu-like symptoms to seek medical attention for their
child. Common flu-like symptoms include a high fever, a cough, a runny nose, loss of appetite,
body aches and feeling extremely weak and tired. Diagnosis should only be made by a medical
practitioner.
Any students with colds or flu-like symptoms should limit contact with others and stay at home
until their symptoms have passed.
If a student becomes ill at school with these symptoms, the family will be contacted to pick up
the student.
Good general hygiene is the best defence against infection. We all need to encourage students
to wash their hands properly and regularly. Ask children to cover their nose and mouth when
sneezing and coughing.

 
Pupil Free Day 3 – Friday 26 July
The staff are looking forward to our day of professional learning tomorrow.  The first session will be
presented by Clinical Consultants from Be You – Headspace, on Mental Health Risk and Concerns in
Primary Schools with a focus on strategies for supporting children presenting with high levels of
anxiety.  We have invited staff from our neighbouring school to work collaborative with us in this
session as it is challenging for all schools.
 
Our second session will be presented by Laura and Steve, our Primary School Science Specialists, on
the Victorian Pedagogical Model.  The final sessions, staff will work in teams to progress the Annual
Implementation goals and priorities in Literacy, Student Engagement and Wellbeing and also the Arts
– whole school production and Data and Assessment. 
 
Warm Regards,
Kerrie
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News from Ross
Northcote Primary School Cyber Safety Parent Forum – Presented
by Project Rockit
Weds 21st August 6.30 – 8.00pm
Project Rockit have been providing engaging workshops for our students for a number of years.
These workshops have supported student learning in the curriculum area of Personal and Social
Capability, which is taught within our Social Skills program, The 4 Rs, Resilience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships.
‘The Personal and Social Capability is essential in enabling students to understand themselves
and others, and manage their relationships, lives, work and learning more effectively. The
capability involves students learning to recognise and regulate emotions, develop empathy for
others and understand relationships, establish and build a framework for positive relationships,
work effectively in teams and develop leadership skills, and handle challenging situations
constructively.
The Personal and Social Capability curriculum is organised into two interrelated strands: Self-
Awareness and Management and Social Awareness and Management.’
Project Rockit- Support: Parent, Carer and Educator Forum
This forum provides information and an an opportunity for the broader school community to come
together and learn from a team of expert presenters about the strengths and challenges of
navigating the online world as a young person.
This session will focus on providing some literacy about what social media platforms are out there
and how young people use them. It will provide information and facilitate discussions about ways
to support young people to navigate the online world safely and positively. It will also explore ways
that students/children can keep an open dialogue with their teachers and other adults in the event
that they may encounter difficult behaviour inline.
If you would like to attend this forum, please email Northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  By 16th
August
Subject: Project Rockit
With your family name and number wishing to attend using the prefix Rockit
Eg. Rockit Smith 2. 
The venue for this event will be at school and will be advertised once we have confirmed the
number of attendees.
 
Ross Bennie
Bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
Assistant principal

mailto:Northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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School Council
School Council Update

 
School Council are pleased to share this
exciting news... we have a Coordinator for the
2020 Fete - Woohoooo!!!!
Sophie Matson (mum of Miette in Grade 2, and
Arto in prep 2020) has agreed to take the
helm.
Both Sam and Mel (2019 Coordinators) report
“Sophie has lots of beautiful ideas, and a little
gang of parents who are happy to help her”
A huge thanks Sophie for taking on this role for

our school!
 
We need you!
5 Minute School Communications and Brand Survey
If you haven’t done so already, we would love your feedback! We are embarking on a program to
review NPS' school brand and communications strategy. 

To get things started we want to hear from you, the school community.

All you need to do is click on the link below and fill out our five minute survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VVNM8G8

Northcote Primary School – Parent/Carer Representatives
Parent/Carer Representatives help build a sense of community among the class Parent/Carers by
facilitating the social interaction among families in the school community. The Parent/Carer
Representative serves a primary role in maintaining good communication between Parent/Carers,
while also being a valuable resource to the teacher and the class. Parent/Carer Representatives
can also help provide the link between the Parent/Carers and the School Council. 
If you would like to become a Parent/Carer representative or would like more information, please
get in touch with Tessa at tessavanduyn@yahoo.com.au
 
School Council Committee Dates
School Council Meeting
7/08/2019; 4/09/2019; 30/10/2019; 4/12/2019; 26/02/2020 – School Community welcome.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VVNM8G8
mailto:tessavanduyn@yahoo.com.au
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Community Subcommittee 
21/8/2019; 16/10/2019; 20/11/2019; 12/2/2020 - Community are welcome.
Education Subcommittee
19/08/2019; 14/10/2019; 18/11/2019 - School Community are welcome.
Environments Subcommittee
30/07/2019; 27/08/2019; 22/10/2019; 26/11/2019 – Community are welcome.
Finance Subcommittee
31/07/2019; 28/08/2019; 23/10/2019; 27/11/2019 – School Council Finance Committee members
only.
NOOSCH Subcommittee
30/8/19; 11/10/19; 22/11/19 – Community are welcome - meetings take place at 815am.

Get in touch!
If you have any feedback or want to know more about your School Council reach out to me via
borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Julie Borninkhof
Mum of Olive 1/2 Anita
School Council President & Finance Committee Member

mailto:borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
Prep                                 
              00B - Brooke          Charlotte C
              00L - Lucy                Noah I
              00P - Pip                   Oliver C
Grade 1/2                         
              12A - Anita               Lola S
              12H - Heather        Lachlan O
              12L - Laura              Abbey C
              12N - Nicole            Tol P
Grade 3/4                         
               34B - Steven             Eli G
                34J - Jennifer          Zani A-F
                34G - Stephani       Felix H
                34M - Melissa          Oscar P
               34S - Sharif               Maya S
Grade 5/6                         
               56H - Hilary             Isabella H    
               56K - Kate                Syna S
               56L - Linda              Anderson W
               56N - Lucille           Dean K                                      
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Trivia Night
Trivia Night
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Swimming programs Grades 3-6
Grade 5/6 Swimming dates
July, August & September 12.00 - 3.00pm
 

1. Thur 25 July    
2. Fri  2 August      
3. Fri  9
4. Fri 16
5. Fri 23
6. Fri 30
7. Fri 6 September
8. Tues 17

Grade 3/4 Swimming dates
September 9.00-1200

1. Tues 5
2. Tues 10
3. Wed 11 
4. Thur 12
5. Fri 13
6. Mon 16
7. Thur 19
8. Fri 20
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Italian Update 
Salve a tutti! (hello everyone!)
‘Mangiare Sano’- Healthy Food is our curriculum focus this term for all Year 3 to 6 classes. This is
the topic that The Dante Alighieri Society has chosen for their annual state- wide poster
competition.
 

For competition details and guidelines for each year level,
please refer to last week’s newsletter for further information.
 
Any winners will be required to attend a Presentation afternoon in
October at the University of Melbourne where they will receive a
trophy, a certificate, a book prize and have their photo taken for
the Italian newspaper, Il Globo-date to be confirmed. 
If you wish your child to enter this competition, please enclose $5
together with the slip below in an envelope and send this to the
office before Tuesday the 20th August 2019 - NO LATER.

 
**PLEASE note that no money or posters will be accepted after this date as money and posters will
need to be processed for submission.

Italian Student Committee and Italian Day:
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Stay tuned to next week’s newsletter for further details. At this stage, Italian Day will be in Term 4
and we are still working on the date.
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program for Years 3 to 6, please feel free to contact
me at the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage
you to read the school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate
conversation about what is being taught at school.
 
Until next week, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,
 
Until next week, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Coordinator (Mon/Tue)       
Signorina Elena - Italian Teacher Prep -2 (Mon/Tue)      
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Whole School Production
2019 whole school production
School Production, Parent Helpers Needed!
As you all know, the school production is going to be held on Wednesday 18th of September. We
are looking for parents that are available to help out in any way possible.
Are you able to help us in any of the following ways?

Dance support (choreography)
Help creating scripts for drama skits
Assistance creating props/costumes
Videography – we want to film the production and are seeking any experience in this area
Musicians – if there are any parents who play music and would like to be involved playing in
a band on the evening
Help on the evening for costume changes, makeup and hair

If you would like to be involved in any of the above areas could you either email or come and see
Anita (Hillman.Anita.A@edumail.vic.gov.au case sensitive). Please include your NAME, your
EMAIL ADDRESS, your CHILD’S YEAR LEVEL and your AREA OF EXPERTISE.
 
If you would like to know more details about the production, what is involved or how you can help
please come and see any of the production team (Anita, Kate, Edwina, Lucy and Mel) or our
parent co-ordinator Bel.
Thanks in advance for all of your help!  

mailto:Hillman.Anita.A@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Advertisements
Heading
<html><body>
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.
</body></html>

The Wellness Walk & Research Run

Fairfield Counselling
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Annual Homecooked Comics Festival market day
The annual Homecooked Comics Festival market day will
be held on Sunday 18 August at the Northcote Town Hall.
There will be a children's drawing workshop at 11am, and
plenty of comics for kids in the main hall from 12-5pm. A
number of children and teenagers will be sharing their
work this year, so do come say hello to the young artists!
(Please note: there will also be adult content at the
festival, but this will be clearly marked.) 
Workshop and festival info here: homecookedfest.com 

Parent Talk

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhomecookedfest.com&data=02%7C01%7Cnorthcote.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ce8b424d60acc49642c6d08d70c14673d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636991154460610064&sdata=%2FJaFcpSDsh7Cw5DtunPrCxS7%2BwCoIl9kWi%2Be1uc0VL8%3D&reserved=0

