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Greetings from Kerrie ...
Student Achievement
All students at our Athletics Day!
A sea of reds, yellows, blues and greens spread across the school last Friday as faces were
painted and hair dyed all because ….. Athletics Day was here!
 
Pouring out of the buses pulled up at the Coburg Athletics Track, our students assembled in their
house areas and waited for their events to be called.  Steamy weather with a fierce sun saw
sunscreen lathered, water bottles drained and hats flying as children hurried to their events. 
 
The cheering lifted the children from the starting line and propelled them down the track. 
Participation was the focus, as long as every child ‘had a go’, sometimes helped along by a house
captain or vice-captain, teacher or parent, and received a ribbon acknowledging their efforts.
 
Those little preppy legs charged up to the finish line, sometimes a little zig-zag, with their parents
shouting encouragement on the way.  Field events followed the first races as children spread out
across the field to take part in Junior and Senior field events.
 
Parents, Grandparents and friends also provided support, helping out as marshals, on the finish
line, helping with equipment and so on.   
 
Finally back at school, hot and exhausted, but so happy.  The children came out of their classes at
the end of the day with ribbons flying from their t-shirts and weary smiles on their faces.  A great
way to end the week. 
 
Thank you Dale, Physical Education teacher
Many thanks go to Dale, our Physical Education Teacher, who put numerous hours into the
planning of the school Athletics Day and Ross, our Assistant Principal also helped out.
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Thank you everyone
All staff worked tirelessly out on ‘the pitch’ all day to make sure children were where they should be
for their events. It ran superbly without a hitch and wouldn’t have done so without the tremendous
support of parents on the day pitching in with jobs such as:  spotting place getters; ribbon
distribution; raking sand for the long jump and triple jump; marshalling children to events; taking
numerous photos; assisting injured children and so on.
 
Thank you all parents, staff, friends and supporters for also helping out on the day to make it a very
successful one for every child.   
 
Congratulations House Captains and Vice Captains
The House Captains and Vice Captains had important jobs on the day and it was great to see them
step up and take on real responsibilities of helping with the organisation and equipment for the
various events.  Well done Captains and Vice Captains! 
 
Earth Hour – our students invited to take their own action
We are looking forward to our students taking action for Earth Hour this Friday.  Our students have
been asked by Junior School Council to consider walking or riding to school and leave the car at
home.  At 9.00am on Friday morning, to turn off all lights in our school for an hour. Then on the
weekend, to encourage their families to participate in global earth hour at home on Saturday 30th
March, by ‘switching off’ at 8.30pm.
 
New School Council President and Vice President
Last night, the newly elected 2019 – 2020 School Council met.  The agenda comprised an
induction component for our new members and the election of officials.
 
I am delighted to announce our new office bearers:
 
President:                              Julie Borninkhof (mother of Olive in year 2 Anita)
Vice President:                      Tessa Van Duyn (mother of Felix in year 1 Laura)
Treasurer:                              David Andrewartha (father of William in year 2 Anita , and Nicholas in
                                                Prep Brooke)
 
On behalf of the school community, I thank Julie, Tessa and David, for accepting these important
roles in our school. I look forward to working with Julie, Tessa, David and the rest of the School
Council members over the term of this council.
 
Julie has an article further on in the newsletter for your information.
 
Warm regards,
Kerrie
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News from Ross
Volunteers in school
Today Niki and I spent an hour taking seven parents through
the Classroom Helpers / Volunteers training session.  The
session provided guidance on how classroom volunteers can
best assist teachers in the classroom and support students in
their learning.
We discussed how to help with reading, how children learn to
read, and a model of a reading session between Niki and a
student from Grade 1. 
We are very fortunate that we have many parents and
grandparents able to lend a hand and support our learning
programs. Activities such as hearing students read, working
with a small group in the classroom, changing home readers
and laminating and making resources are tasks done by
volunteers.
 
Volunteer Agreement, Working with Children Check and
Code of Conduct
 
To ensure that volunteers understand their role and are
suitable to work with students, a volunteer agreement must be
signed by volunteers and authorised by the Principal.  The
agreement outlines the school’s expectations of the volunteer
role and the volunteer’s responsibilities. 

 
All volunteers must have a current Working with Children
Check. They also need to read, sign and adhere to a Code of
Conduct, which is part of the Seven Child Safe Standards.
All copies of the Working with Children Check, Code of
Conduct and Volunteers Agreement are kept at the office.
 
If you are currently volunteering in classrooms, you
MUST complete All of these forms. 
They are available at the school office and can be
downloaded from our website.
 
Register at the office
Volunteers MUST sign in at the school office and receive their
Classroom Helpers badge before starting their work in
classrooms.  When classroom work is finished, the badge is
returned to the office and the volunteer must sign out. 
This is to ensure that all adults within the school are
authorised to be there.  It is also to ensure that in the event of
an emergency we have an accurate record of who is in the
school and in which area.
 
Warm regards,
Ross
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NPS School Council 2019
On Wednesday evening, School Council met for the first of our meetings for 2019 (School Council
meet formally from March 2019 to March 2020). This meeting focussed on:

1. Induction to the school and school council roles and responsibilities
2. An overview to governance and accountability, and
3. An overview to the Child Safe Standards.

We also got stuck into our first school council meeting of the year.
 
Council Membership and Elected Positions
We welcomed our new parent members - Samantha Corrie, Anna Hardwick, Michael Eva and Julie
Borninkhof (returning) and teacher member Melissa Murphy.
Our existing parent members are David Andrewartha, Tessa Van Duyn, Karen Surridge and
Melanie Ryan and teachers Laura Wandke, Ross Bennie, Kerrie Williams and Steven Bruce.
Nominations were called for our Council positions and members were nominated and elected for
each role as follows:
School Council President: Julie Borninkhof
School Council Vice President: Tessa Van Duyn
School Council Treasurer: David Andrewartha
Subcommittee nominations:
Finance Committee Convenor: David Andrewartha (Treasurer)
Members: Kerrie Williams, Julie Borninkhof, David Andrewartha
Education Committee Convenor:  Samantha Corrie
Members:  Ross Bennie, Kerrie Williams, Steven Bruce, Samantha Corrie, Anna Hardwick
Environment Committee Convenor: Karen McWilliam
Members: Ross Bennie, Karen McWilliam, Melissa Murphy
Community Committee Convenor: Tessa Van Duyn
Members: Laura Wandke, Michael Eva, Tessa Van Duyn
NOOSCH Committee Convenor: Melanie Ryan
                Members: Kerrie Williams, Melanie Ryan 
 
We encourage parent/ community members who may be interested in putting their hand up for the
Education, Environment, Community and NOOSHC committees to reach out to the convenors over
the next few weeks.
 
2019 Council Meeting Dates
This year, the following dates were confirmed for council meetings:
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TERM SCHOOL COUNCIL FINANCE
TWO 15/5/19 8/5/19
 12/6/19 5/6/19
THREE 7/8/19 31/7/19
 4/9/19 28/8/19
FOUR 30/10/19 23/10/19
 4/12/19 27/11/19
ONE 2020 26/2/20 19/2/20
INDUCTION MEETING 25/3/20 TBC*  
 
Please note: dates for our four sub-committees will be provided over the coming weeks as
confirmed by the new Convenors. 
 
2019 Fete Update
Although we are currently receiving the last of the auction payments, we already know this year
was even better than last year.
School Council congratulated and thanked the Community Subcommittee members, Fete
Organisers Melanie Ryan and Sam Corrie, the fabulous hardworking stallholders, the NPS staff
who collected money and provided information at the NPS info tent and all involved for a fantastic
result!
We know that our fete funds will significantly impact on the school environment through the
delivery of the NPS Environment Master Plan.
Please note: we will ensure that you are provided with the final amount made as soon as we can. 
 
2018 NPS Annual Report
Last year’s 2018 NPS Annual Report was also endorsed at this meeting. Kerrie stated that she is
proud of the results and congratulated all teaching staff, the students and the NPS community for
their efforts and contribution. School Council members shared their congratulations to everyone
involved in another fantastic result and Annual Report.
We are aiming to hold a community event to present the 2018 Annual Report soon, so stay tuned.
 
2019 NPS Events Calendar
In the next month, School Council are planning to provide an annual calendar of all events to
ensure everyone knows what is coming and how to get involved.
Watch out for our Annual Calendar of events for 2019 – coming soon!
 
I encourage the school community to reach out to our School Council members, as together we
can make our school the best it can be. 
 
Julie Borninkhof
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Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
 
Prep                                 
              00B - Brooke         Seleena R
              00L - Lucy               Remy A F
              00P - Pip                  Evie C-K
Grade 1/2                         
              12A - Anita              Odin A
              12H - Heather        Indah H-G
              12L - Laura              Abbey C
              12N - Nicole            Manon K-Q  
Grade 3/4                         
               34B - Steven           Gemma F 
                34J - Jennifer       Hudson D B
                34G - Stephanie   Ripley G
                34M - Melissa        Eliza S
               34S - Sharif             Grace P
Grade 5/6                         
               56H - Hilary            Eliza B
               56K - Kate               Charlie W
               56L - Linda             Ella S
               56N - Natasha       Vicky K
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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
Mar         
29      Fri           Ride2School Day
                           Earth Hour - lights off at school from 9am for
1 hour
30     Sat          Earth Hour - 8.30pm
Apr           
3       Wed         School Photo Day 
5       Fri            End of Term 1 - 2.30pm Dismissal 
7       Sun         Day light saving ends - turn clock back 1 hour
Term 2
23    Tues       School commences at 9am
25    Thur       ANZAC Day Holiday - No School
(No Newsletter this week) 
 
Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun - 2.30pm - No newsletter
First Week
Term 3  Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept - 2.30pm
Term 4  Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec - 1.30pm
 
School Council Dates
Term 2

15 May
12 June
Term 3     
07 August   
04 September
Term 4 
30 October
04 December
Term 1 2020
26 February

Late Arrival
Please ensure that if you Child/ren are late that they are
signed in at the office. This will prevent you getting a compass
notification.
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House& Vice Captains 
Last week we announced our 2019 House Captains and Vice
Captains.
Congratulations to
Red House Captains                        Ava Smith and Austin Ioannou
Red House Vice Captains               Mikayla Jacklin and Henry Wallace
 
Green House Captains                    Isabella Henderson and Zac Henderson
Green House Vice Captains          Alannah Savage and Charlie Mitchell
 
Blue House Captains                       Nonie McLean and Ned Partridge
Blue House Vice Captains             Audrey Howarth and Matthew Ryan
 
Yellow House Captains                   Lily Pennefather and Finbar Kennedy
Yellow House Vice Captains         Claire Larkin and Stirling Unsworth
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Athletics Carnival
House Athletics Friday 22nd of
March
Last Friday we had our House Athletics Competition at the
Coburg Athletics Track and what a day it was! We had near
perfect weather conditions all day (It was a little hot which I
will work on for next year!). It was great to see everybody
decked out in their colours cheering on their house, I saw a lot
of ribbons being handed out and a lot of fun being had.
 
We worked hard during the term to get ready for athletics day
and all the training paid off with everyone doing really well and
contributing some valuable points towards their house totals.
 
Speaking of points, the results for the 2019 House Athletics
are as follows; in 4th place we had Red House with a total of
1059 points, in 3rd place Green House with a total of 1069
points, in 2rd place Blue House with 1176 points and in 1st
Place Yellow House with 1244 points.

 
Congratulations Yellow House for being the 2019 House
Athletics Champions.
 
I would also like to give a huge thank you to everyone who
helped out a little or a lot, the day would simply not be
possible without your help. Another huge thank you to
everyone from the Northcote School Community who came
out to support and cheer on our athletes, the atmosphere at
the track was amazing. And finally one last thank you to our
House Captains and Vice Captains for helping me with
various tasks on the day and for encouraging and supporting
the younger years.
 
If you have any feedback from the day feel free to email me
(mclean.dale.d@edumail.vic.gov.au)
 
Thanks Dale
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Parent Support
Balancing extra-curricular activities
Modern life is busy. It’s busy for parents and is becoming increasingly busy for children and teens
as activities fill up the family calendar outside school hours. Extra-curricular activities bring a host
of benefits for children but there’s a threshold past which the benefits are outweighed by the
impacts of being over-scheduled. 
 
Join Dr Jodi Richardson in this engaging webinar to understand the trend towards increasing
enrolments in structured after-school activities, the benefits and the drawbacks for kids, the
importance of free play for children, the implications of over scheduling on children’s mental health
and how to create balance in the lives of your children.
https://vimeo.com/321708126?utm_source=Schools+Members&utm_campaign=87d26377a8-
EMAIL_Webinar_Promo_Balancing_2April2019_&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a51260505b-
87d26377a8-190204565&mc_cid=87d26377a8&mc_eid=835f02a0c5

Playing favourites
 

9 October 2017
Siblings

by Michael Grose
Favouritism is perhaps a taboo area in families. But parents rarely treat each child the same.
Do you have a favourite child in your family?
If so, you are quite normal according to recent research.
One Australian study found that around 70% of parents could identify a favourite child in their
family. And nearly 80% could clearly identify the ‘black sheep’.
Favouritsim is a taboo area for most parents. There is an assumption that families are even playing
fields where parents treat their kids exactly the same.

https://vimeo.com/321708126?utm_source=Schools+Members&utm_campaign=87d26377a8-EMAIL_Webinar_Promo_Balancing_2April2019_&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a51260505b-87d26377a8-190204565&mc_cid=87d26377a8&mc_eid=835f02a0c5
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This is a myth that places excess pressure on parents and only adds to parental guilt. As most
parents know, we may love our kids equally but we don’t always like them the same. Some kids, at
particular times can be difficult to get along with, and more significantly impossible to relate to.
There are many reasons why parents may have a favourite child. Some children have personality
types that you relate to more easily. For instance, achievement-oriented parents will recognise and
applaud ambition in a child, and be flummoxed by a child that displays a more layback attitude.
At times we recognise aspects of ourselves in our kids, which influences the way we relate to
them. Parents who themselves were the family black sheep as kids can often have a soft spot for
the child who doesn’t exactly follow the norm.
Gender also plays a significant part when it comes to playing favourites. Some fathers are
extremely hard on their sons, yet their daughters can have them wrapped around their little fingers.
That’s the way of families.
Birth order plays its part as well. Most parents relax their standards for later borns, who get far
more latitude than their elder siblings. We often identify closely to the child in the same birth order
position as ourselves and compensate for any difficulties we may have experienced as kids.
It’s worth remembering that some children in larger families can get a little lost and feel that no one
takes much notice of them. Significantly, middle children usually say they are rarely the favoured
child in their family.
If you find yourself favouring a child, or even being hard on someone in your family, there are a
number of things you can do:

Understand that you are not a bad parent if you do favour one child over another.
Avoid the guilt trips and treat you kids as justly and fairly as you can.
Stick to the rules as much as possible. Kids tell us that parents play favourites when they
discipline, so try to be as consistent as possible with standards of behaviour and kids who
break the rules.
Work closely with your partner. Parents who work closely together often compensate for
each other and also more likely to provide a reality check when you favour one child over
another.
Encourage interaction with extended family. Having an aunt, grandparent or family friend
that a child can relate to can be a godsend for a child who feels left out, or is not the flavour
of the month.

Family-life is rarely simple. The notion of favourites demonstrates the complexity of family-life and
why parents need to be realistic rather than idealistic about how they relate to their kids.

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/first-borns-rule-world-last-borns-want-change/
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Page 10
RIDE WALK SCOOT SKATE! 

AND TURN OFF YOUR
LIGHTS!

Ride2School Day is on Friday 29 March 2019, which happens
to be NPS Earth Hour Day also, which makes us double up
on helping our environment.
Junior School Council members are organising these
important events and we hope everyone at NPS will be
involved too.
 
On Friday 29 March, we ask you to RIDE OR WALK to school
and JSC members will be handing out raffle tickets and
stickers at the school gates. The raffle tickets will be used for
prizes. Also, when school starts at 9:00 am we will be asking
all classes to have an hour (or more) without lights. Instead,
we will be opening the blinds to use natural light or even work
outside. Earth Hour is also a world wide event on Saturday 30
March.
 
By Felix H Grade 3 4
Are you willing to save the environment? Well, step right up
and join the National Ride 2 School Day in 2019. It will help
stop car fumes from causing pollution and global warming.
Less cars on the road means less stops when driving and
waiting in the traffic. You can ride a bike, skateboard or
scooter and even walk to school on Friday 29 March 2019.
 
By Zoe C Grade 1 2

Please ride to school if you want to save the environment. It is
healthier than driving to school.
 

What is Earth Hour?
WWF’s Earth Hour is the world’s biggest movement to

protect our planet.
 
Every year hundreds of millions of people around the world in
more than 7,000 cities in over 180 countries take part in this
amazing global conservation movement. People do a wide
range of things around the hour to show they care about our
planet’s future. Millions choose to mark Earth Hour by going
‘lights out’ for 60 minutes at 8.30pm – a symbolic show of
solidarity.
 
We will also be turning off lights and unnecessary power in
our classrooms at Northcote Primary School on Friday 29
March 2019. We will also promote that the NPS community
turn off lights for one hour on Saturday 30 March from 8:30
pm in their homes.
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The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does
not endorse the products & services of
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contained in this newsletter.  No
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of Education (DE&T) or this school for
the accuracy of information contained
in advertisements or claims made by
them.

Northcote High School
Open Morning

My Child and Autism -
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workshop for parents

Progression to School
- A workshop for
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