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Greetings from Kerrie ...
Primary Maths and Science initiative for our school
We are excited to announce that Northcote Primary School has been successful in its application
to participate in a highly sought after, two-year Victorian Department of Education initiative, The
Primary Mathematics and Science Specialists (PMSS) program.
 
It is a highly successful, evidence-based program that has been running for a number of years and
focuses on upskilling primary teachers in Government schools to become either mathematics, or
science, education specialists. We will be taking part in the Science component of the program.
 
The initiative aims to:

increase student engagement and achievement in science,
increase teacher confidence and capability in teaching science,
increase understanding of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics
(STEAM),
have a sustainable impact in our school beyond the life of the two year initiative

 
The two teachers that have been selected as our specialists are Steven Bruce, 3/4 and Laura
Wandke 1/2. The specialists will continue to work in their class and share their classroom teaching
with an appointed teaching partner.
 
Steven and Laura will spend part of each week planning, researching, teaching students, working
alongside classroom teachers and undertaking professional learning, including over 20 days of
scheduled professional development with other PMSS within our region. Their role of science
mentors aims to build confidence and increase teacher capacity across our school and engage
students in hands-on, real life learning experiences.
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Whilst being known as ‘Science Specialists’, Steven and Laura will not operate in the same way as
our Art, PE and Italian specialist programs. Rather, they will focus on building the skills and
knowledge of all staff, increasing all teachers’ capacity in teaching and assessing Science and
importantly, improving our students knowledge, engagement and curiosity, in Science learning.
 
We are incredibly excited to be part of this highly sought after initiative and look forward to Steve
and Laura, working across the school to engage students in fun and powerful, scientific learning!
They look forward to engaging with, and utilising, the expertise of our parent community.
 
Late for school?
We understand that despite your best efforts, sometimes you may be running late for school, as
long as it does not become develop into a bad habit.  Lateness for class won’t impact you but will
definitely impact your child’s ability to access their learning and feel comfortable and unhurried,
from the start of the day. 
If your child is late, you are required to either enter the detail on Compass, or, you must sign your
child into the school via the front office.  Remember, teachers are instructed to mark rolls by
9.05am.  If there is no indication on compass or record of sign in at the office, your child will be
recorded as absent. 
 
School Review
Our school has been involved in the Department of Education and Training’s (DET) School Review
process this term.  It is a cyclical process that occurs every four years and is based on school
performance against goals set in the last School Strategic Plan.  Our School Strategic Plan was
timed to finish in 2017 (2014 – 2017) and consequently our review should have taken place last
year but due to backlog of DET’s review process, we were scheduled in the last group of schools
to Term 1, 2019.
 
The purpose of the School Review is to provide:

an independent, objective, consistent and reliable view of the school’s performance
a rigorous process to complement the school’s self-evaluation and self-review
specific feedback on the school’s progress and achievements against the goals and targets
of its previous School Strategic Plan (SSP)
a more detailed discussion and analysis about issues that may be affecting the performance
of the school, to drive school improvement and inform the school’s next SSP
data and an evaluation of school performance for system reporting purposes.

 
A Panel is formed and is made up of Principal, Regional Senior Education Improvement Leader
(Graham Stevenson), an external Reviewer appointed by DET (Win Warren – Monash University),
School Council President (currently Ian Taylor) and Vice President (Tessa Van Duyn), Challenge
Partners who are two Principals from other schools (Janet Paterson – Preston Primary School;
David Twite – Bell Primary School), our School Improvement Leadership Team (Ross Bennie –
Assistant Principal; Team Leaders – Linda Batten 5/6; Steven Bruce – 3/4; Nicole Parker – 1/2 co-
leader; Brooke Lopuszanski).
 
The Panel met over 3 separate days.
 
On Day 1 & 2 of the review (Validation Day) the Panel:

explored the school’s performance against its previous School Strategic Plan: goals and
targets
undertook classroom observations of teaching practice
interviewed teaching teams
conducted student focus groups
collaboratively validated the school’s self-assessment
developed the review’s Terms of Reference, Focus Questions and Methodology
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On the final review day, the Panel convened and carried out the following:

conducted a parent focus group
shared and discussed information from fieldwork days
agreed on a set of findings against the Focus Questions, the school’s proficiency levels and
its performance against the previous SSP, including highlights and challenges.

A critical outcome of this meeting was the development of direction for the school’s next SSP,
including goals, targets and key improvement strategies (currently in draft form)
 
The Reviewer will now write a School Review Report which will be presented at a future School
Council meeting.  The directions formed by the School Review Panel will feed directly into the first
draft of the new School Strategic Plan’s goals, targets, and KIS for the next four years (2019 –
2022) in the areas of Student Achievement, Student Engagement and Student Well Being.
Thank you
I would like to thank the parents who agreed to be part of the parent focus group on Tuesday and
on all accounts had very productive discussions with the Reviewer and the Regional Leader
regarding the strengths, concerns and improvement areas of our school. 
 
I am also very grateful to the generosity of the following panel members:

Ian Taylor and Tessa Van Duyn, School Council President and Vice President, who took time
away from their work to represent parents and School Council, on the Panel; and
Janet Paterson and David Twite, the two Challenge Partners, Principals in my local Network
and neighbouring schools, who took time out of their Principal roles to be on our Review
Panel

Proud Principal moment!
I was very proud of our years 3 - 6 students who were part of student focus groups and the panel
members reported back as to how considered and articulate our students were. 
 
I look forward to sharing the findings of the Review process with you all next term.
 
Standing with Christchurch
Last Friday’s shooting of innocent people in two Christchurch mosques is an event that has shaken
people to the core worldwide.  Following this tragic event, I know the thoughts of all of our
community are with those affected.
 
The impact of this tragedy stretches far beyond New Zealand, and I understand that some
members of our community – particularly our children and young people – may be looking for
guidance and support.
 
Some may have watched the footage on the news and feel impacted by the images. Others may
feel unsure of their safety and will need reassurance and support to feel safe.
 
For tips for parents, carers and educators on supporting children and young people and helping
them feel safe during this time, see:  Supporting children and young people with distressing events
with the following links and articles:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-23/illustrated-guide-coping-traumatic-news/5985104
 
I encourage you to take care of yourself and those around you during this time.
 
Responding constructively to the Christchurch shooting
 
While we’d like to protect our children from such events, in reality it’s impossible, as the news
coverage is so widespread and the event itself has impacted so many people. The personal nature

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.mlgn2ca.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D0db801f8%26e%3D5c135535&data=02%7C01%7Cwilliams.kerrie.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ce55a013ea00d4a85eaaa08d6abf8316e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636885479808047240&sdata=UC%2Fwu%2FFWLr%2Fjvz6SO0xD1IVFdsFyVu77uRREAscpihA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-23/illustrated-guide-coping-traumatic-news/5985104


5/8/2019 iNewsletter - Print

https://print.inewsletter.co/1XlmM1 5/16

of this particular tragedy makes it even harder to stomach than some recent natural disasters that
have made the news, as awful as they have been. 
 
So how do you approach this with your children? There are no easy answers to these questions,
but be assured that your child will benefit from talking to you.
These ideas may help:

Positive Parenting
by Michael Grose
The personal nature of this particular tragedy makes it even harder to stomach than some recent
natural disasters that have made the news, as awful as they have been.
Let your child or young person know that it is okay to talk about the events in Christchurch. Listen
to what they think and feel.
So how do you approach this with your children? What do you say to a young child who wants an
explanation? How do you respond to a primary school child trying to come to terms with the fact
that one person could commit this offence? How do you respond to a teenager who is angry that a
gunman could target one particular community group? There are no easy answers to these
questions, but be assured that your child will benefit from talking to you. These ideas may help:
 
Be available
Let your child or young person know that it is okay to talk about the events in Christchurch. Listen
to what they think and feel. By listening, you can find out if they have misunderstandings, and you
can learn more about the support that they need. You do not need to explain more than they are
ready to hear, but be willing to answer their questions.
 
Filter the news
While we don’t advocate censorship, we do suggest that you take particular care about your child’s
exposure to news events. The consistency of images can be frightening for young children who
don’t understand the notion of distance and have difficulty distinguishing between reality and
fiction. Older children and teenagers will probably be interested in news events, but they probably
need an adult available to answer their questions and reassure them.
 
Engage in the news with older children
Many issues are now arising from this event that may be of significant interest to older primary-
aged children and teenagers. Be prepared to engage in discussions about political leadership, gun
laws, the coverage of the event itself by the media and other issues that will emerge. Increasingly,
young people are demonstrating that they want to have a voice in shaping the world they live in.
Give them a chance to air their concerns and formulate their ideas in the safe confines of home.
 
Manage emotions raised
The Christchurch tragedy may raise many emotions for children and young people including
sadness over the loss of life, confusion over how such an event could happen, and outrage over
injustice. Take your cues from your children and follow the threads that emerge. Demonstrate that
you understand how that they maybe upset and clarify their emotions if possible: “It’s
understandable to be angry when you hear news like this.”
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Moderate your language
Currently, we live in very divisive times. The fact that this shooting was carried out on one
particular group demonstrates just the extent of the divisiveness of our community. Encourage kids
to be inclusive, steering clear of valued-laden, extreme language such as ‘terrorists’, ‘evil’ and
‘horrors’ when describing the events and the alleged perpetrators. Not only does this type of
language encourage children and young people to take a position rather than focus on the
problems, it risks desensitising them to the reality of the impact of this event. The use of more
sedate, yet descriptive language such as ‘gunman’, ‘awful’ and ‘tragedy’ can take remove the
emotional sting, while demonstrating the enormity of the event’s impact.
 
Keep to a normal routine
Your child may feel powerless. You may feel the same way as that’s what events like the
Christchurch shooting does to us. Maintaining the same sleeping, eating and daily routines can
help to restore a sense of control over our daily lives.
 
Show them how to change the world
Arguably, these are the worst of times in terms of social divisiveness. Our children in many ways
are letting us know that they don’t want to continue living this way. So how can they have an
impact? Recently a timely clue came my way in the form of a notification from Facebook. Over the
weekend, a parent shared an existing message to her Muslim friends as a message of hope. The
quote reads:
“Don’t become too pre-occupied with your child’s academic ability, but instead teach them to sit
with those sitting alone. Teach them to be kind. Teach them to offer help. Teach them to be a friend
to the lonely. Teach them to encourage others. Teach them to think about other people. Teach them
to share. Teach them to look for the good. This is how they will change the world.”
We get that power back when we start to impact the people around us in small ways, making
positive changes for the better.
‘Kindness’, ‘helping others’, ‘encouraging’, ‘sharing’ and similar concepts don’t make great political
slogans but they form the basis of every strong community- which is precisely what kids need.
 
If parents have any concerns about their children regarding this event, please do not hesitate to
contact the school.
Warm regards,
Kerrie
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Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
 
Prep                                 
              00B - Brooke         Ari H
              00L - Lucy               Nina C
              00P - Pip                  Maddy H
Grade 1/2                         
              12A - Anita              Elsie T  
              12H - Heather       Connor S
              12L - Laura             Zara T
              12N - Nicole           Ned L   
Grade 3/4                         
               34B - Steven           Kevin D
                34J - Jennifer        Ben B
                34G - Stephanie   Elida R
                34M - Melissa        Clare H
               34S - Sharif             Hannah W
Grade 5/6                         
               56H - Hilary           Jayden T
               56K - Kate              Imran B  
               56L - Linda             Kai P
               56N - Natasha       Alannah S
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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
Mar         
 22      Fri            Whole School Athletics Carnival -
No lunch orders - all children to bring their own
lunch
 28      Thur       Classroom Helpers Program
9.15am to 10.15am 
 28      Thur       NAPLAN online Test Day - Years 3
& 5
 29      Fri           Ride2School Day
Apr           
3       Wed         School Photo Day 
5       Fri            End of Term 1 - 2.30pm
Dismissal 
 
 
Other Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun - 2.30pm
Term 3  Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept - 2.30pm
Term 4  Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec - 1.30pm

Late Arrival
Please ensure that if you Child/ren are late that
they are signed in at the office. This will prevent
you getting a compass notification and worring
you.

Tissues

We are looking for donations of boxes of tissues to
get us through the winter season soon to be upon
us. Please send a box along to your child's
classroom teacher.
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Classroom Helpers Program
Classroom Helpers Program - Thursday 28 March 9.15am to

10.15am in the staff room
If you would like to help in the classroom, we invite you to come along to our training session. The
session will cover confidentiality, strategies to use when working with students in groups and one
to one, and will introduce you to some of the teaching aids used in class. 
 
Classroom helpers undertake a variety of tasks including hearing children read, assisting students
to select their take home book for reading, supporting small group tasks, and laminating and
labelling resources. As helpers are working with students it is essential that school protocols
around safety and confidentiality are clearly understood.  It is also important for helpers to
understand some of the language of learning that teachers use so that they can support students
positively and with confidence.
 
One of the actions that we need all visitors and classroom helpers to do once you have
registered as a volunteer is to sign the ‘Visitors Book’ at the office and collect a badge on
arrival at school. When you are leaving the school, please sign out and return your badge. 
This is to ensure that we know who is in the school at all times – for safety and emergency
purposes. 
To register, email bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or call 9481 0009.
 
Ross Bennie
Assistant Principal

mailto:bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Parent Support
Balancing extra-
curricular activities
Modern life is busy. It’s busy for
parents and is becoming increasingly
busy for children and teens as activities
fill up the family calendar outside
school hours. Extra-curricular activities
bring a host of benefits for children but
there’s a threshold past which the
benefits are outweighed by the impacts
of being over-scheduled. 
 
Join Dr Jodi Richardson in this
engaging webinar to understand the
trend towards increasing enrolments in
structured after-school activities, the
benefits and the drawbacks for kids,
the importance of free play for children,
the implications of over scheduling on
children’s mental health and how to
create balance in the lives of your
children.
https://vimeo.com/321708126?
utm_source=Schools+Members&utm_
campaign=87d26377a8-
EMAIL_Webinar_Promo_Balancing_2
April2019_&utm_medium=email&utm_t
erm=0_a51260505b-87d26377a8-
190204565&mc_cid=87d26377a8&mc
_eid=835f02a0c5

Daily lessons in
resilience

Resilience - by Michael Grose
Recently, I saw a mother give a simple,
yet profound resilience lesson to her
school-aged child, after he missed a

much-anticipated excursion due to
poor behaviour at school. Replying to
the child’s protests about teacher
unfairness and his over-reaction to
missing out on a learning opportunity
his mum simply replied, “Oh well!”
Then she busied herself with other
tasks. The child stunned by her
reaction, shrugged and headed off to
complete his homework.
 
Adult reactions matter
It’s in our reactions to children’s and
young people’s every day mistakes,
mess-ups, muck-ups and hurts where
the real lessons in resilience lay.
The lessons for this child were simple
but profound. “Oh well” meant:

Stuff happens
Don’t look for fault or blame
Keep your perspective
Pick yourself off and continue
with what you were doing

How to react
The resilience lesson for this mother
were equally as profound. When a
minor mishap with a child or teenager
occurs:

Match your response to the
incident
Stay calm and be positive
Don’t look for fault or blame
Remember, stuff happens

Resilience lesson for parents – “Oh
well”
Every day there are opportunities for
parents to give their children lessons in
resilience.
A child misses being picked for a team
that he had his heart set on joining.
“Oh well. Let’s see how you go next
time”

When a boy experiences rejection in
the playground at school. “Oh well.
You’ll find that some people don’t want
to be your friend.”
When a teenage girl doesn’t get the
mark she thinks she deserves in an
assignment. “Oh well. Sometimes we
don’t get the marks we think we
deserve.”
Match your response to the challenge
to promote resilience
There are times when “Oh well” won’t
cut it. When a child is bullied he needs
your continued support.
When a student’s continuous efforts at
improvement are constantly met with
criticism then you may need to act on
his behalf and meet with a teacher.
When a child always struggles to make
the grade and is never picked for a
team then you may need to help him
make different choices.
These types of situations also present
opportunities for daily lessons in
resilience, but they require more
parental support and teaching.
The resilience lessons learned are
deeper and include concepts such as
‘things will eventually go you way,’
‘there are times when you need to seek
help’ and ‘this too shall pass.’
Promoting personal resilience focuses
on helping kids cope with life’s hurts,
disappointments and challenges in the
present, while building strengths for the
future.
Daily lessons in resilience are
everywhere. You just need to be ready
to make the most of these valuable
lessons when they come your way.

https://vimeo.com/321708126?utm_source=Schools+Members&utm_campaign=87d26377a8-EMAIL_Webinar_Promo_Balancing_2April2019_&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a51260505b-87d26377a8-190204565&mc_cid=87d26377a8&mc_eid=835f02a0c5
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Grade 5/6 Teams Stand Against Bullying
The 5/6 students have made a powerful and positive start to the year! As part of their Social and
Emotional Learning, they have developed literacy around what exactly is and isn’t bullying. They
have come up with a range of different definitions for bullying – making sure they all include the
key words. They have worked hard on drafting anti-bullying pledges which will lead to the creation
of a contract to be signed by all 5/6 students. The final draft of this pledge reads as follows:
 

“I pledge to help stop bullying. I make a commitment to treat all people with compassion and
kindness. I respect everyone for who they are. I will have the strength and courage to not be a
bystander. I will speak out against bullying. It is my responsibility to help others who are being

bullied and report bullying to an adult.
Bullying is never ok."

 
As well as this, the 5/6 students look forward to welcoming back ‘Project Rockit’ on the 12th of
March to run their UNITE workshop. The focus of this interactive session will be to provide
strategies and scripts for students to use if they find themselves in confrontational situations. The
strategies vary from what they can do or say if they are themselves the target; what they can do if
they are a bystander, and how they can best show support for a friend (or even someone who
might not be a friend!). Students will also have opportunities to reflect on past behaviours, develop
empathy for others and be empowered to tackle future encounters with bullying. 
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Italian News 
Salve a tutti! (hello everyone!)
A final reminder:
Italian Student Committee: This year will see our well anticipated Italian Day at NPS! Students in
Years 5 and 6 have an opportunity to apply for The Italian Student Committee. This is a leadership
position at the school where the students are required to apply in a creative way, including a letter
outlining why they should be chosen to be part of this committee. Students chosen will assist with
the planning process of the Italian Day and will contribute to the running of the day as well. They
will promote language competitions and other language related news through our school
newsletter and on Monday morning school assembly. At present there are many interested
students. The application process commenced last week and will close next Tuesday the 26th of
March.
 
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, particularly in Year 3 to 6, please feel free to
contact me at the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I
encourage you to read the school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to
stimulate conversation about what is being taught at school.
 
Until next time, keep smiling e grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Coordinator (Mon/Tue)             
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Page 9
T20 Cricket Report
On Thursday 14th March, 11 grade 5/6 girls went
to Sir Douglas Nicholls park to play T20 cricket.
We played 3 games, the first against Wales St and
then two others against two St Mary's teams. They
were all amazing games and scores were:
40 to 149
55 to 180
86 to 163
We won all of the games!
A special mention goes out to Bianca who hit a 12!
Everyone did an incredible job by cheering each
other on, giving feedback and most of all having so
much fun.
 By Claire Larkin (5/6N)

 
The T20 cricket update, brought to you by Ollie
Phegan.
The tournament took place last Thursday. It was a
round robin of Cricket and the boys played 4
teams; Bell St, St Mary's A, St Mary's B and Wales
St. In the end the boys were undefeated in all of
there matches!
 By Ollie Phegan (5/6H)
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Page 10
RIDE WALK SCOOT SKATE! 

AND TURN OFF YOUR
LIGHTS!

Ride2School Day is on Friday 29 March 2019,
which happens to be NPS Earth Hour Day also,
which makes us double up on helping our
environment.
Junior School Council members are organising
these important events and we hope everyone at
NPS will be involved too.
 
On Friday 29 March, we ask you to RIDE OR
WALK to school and JSC members will be handing
out raffle tickets and stickers at the school gates.
The raffle tickets will be used for prizes. Also,
when school starts at 9:00 am we will be asking all
classes to have an hour (or more) without lights.
Instead, we will be opening the blinds to use
natural light or even work outside. Earth Hour is
also a world wide event on Saturday 30 March.
 
By Felix H Grade 3 4
Are you willing to save the environment? Well, step
right up and join the National Ride 2 School Day in
2019. It will help stop car fumes from causing
pollution and global warming. Less cars on the
road means less stops when driving and waiting in

the traffic. You can ride a bike, skateboard or
scooter and even walk to school on Friday 29
March 2019.
 
By Zoe C Grade 1 2
Please ride to school if you want to save the
environment. It is healthier than driving to school.
 
EARTH HOUR

What is Earth Hour?
WWF’s Earth Hour is the world’s biggest

movement to protect our planet.
 
Every year hundreds of millions of people around
the world in more than 7,000 cities in over 180
countries take part in this amazing global
conservation movement. People do a wide range
of things around the hour to show they care about
our planet’s future. Millions choose to mark Earth
Hour by going ‘lights out’ for 60 minutes at 8.30pm
– a symbolic show of solidarity.
 
We will also be turning off lights and unnecessary
power in our classrooms at Northcote Primary
School on Friday 29 March 2019. We will also
promote that the NPS community turn off lights for
one hour on Saturday 30 March from 8:30 pm in
their homes.
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Northcote Primary school Choir 
Northcote Primary School Choir
Northcote Primary School Choir
Do you like singing?
Are you in Grades 3-6?
Come along to the next ‘give it a go’ choir rehearsal on the 25th of March in the Hall building.
Rehearsals will be held every Monday lunch time for the first half of lunch. If you have any other
questions come along to our second ‘give it a go’ session or come and ask Anita, (teacher 1/2A)
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Advertisements
Heading
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does
not endorse the products & services of
any private advertiser or notice
contained in this newsletter.  No
responsibility is accepted by the Dept.
of Education (DE&T) or this school for
the accuracy of information contained
in advertisements or claims made by
them.

The Tech Takeover -
April School Holidays

Northcote High School
Open Morning

Supporting our
LGBTG & Non Binary
Young People

School Holiday
Program

Hoop Smart
Basketball Camps

Bright Sparks Creative
Workshops Holiday
Program


