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Greetings from Kerrie ...
Greetings ....
Welcome back everyone!
So lovely to see you all back at school
ready to start Term 2 and I trust that
you all had a relaxing break over the
Easter and term holiday period. 
 
Welcome to our new staff member –
Lucille Richardson 5/6
Lucille joins us and has replaced
Natasha who awaits her little bub’s
arrival very soon.  Lucille has already
spent some time in the 5/6 area getting
to know the children.  We look forward
to Lucille’s contribution to our school
this year and she is already a great fit
into the 5/6 team.
 
A wet and wonderful time at Lord
Somers Camp
Our 5/6’s are currently having a
fantastic time at Lord Somers Camp. 
Linda, team leader, has sent through
some photos and they no sooner got
off the bus, stowed their luggage and
were into wetsuits, bathers, life jackets,
kayaks and paddle boards.  Great to
hear all is well.  We will report more in
next week’s newsletter.  See photos
and be jealous!
 

 
Parents of Prep to Year 4 students –
Tri-Skills starts Friday 3rd May- 
Tomorrow.
Please don’t forget, Tri-Skills
gymnastics is starting for students in
years Prep to year 4, this week on
Friday 3rd May.  We would not like any
child to miss out but are unable to
allow them to participate if payment
has not been made.  Please check with
the office staff as soon as possible if
you are unsure whether you have done
this.  The Triskills charge was listed as
part of the 2019 fees on the Parent
Payment Statement sent home in
February.  If you are experiencing
financial difficulty, please contact either
myself or Lyn at the office to discuss.
 
Prep Enrolments for 2020

Tours for prospective parents
commenced this week and will
continue every Tuesday until the last
week of this term.  Every Tuesday
morning, you will see a group of
interested, curious parents, learning all
about our school.  We have had many
enquiries and bookings already and
tours are filling up fast.
 
If you know of any parents who are
considering schools for their children
for 2020,
please let them know about our great
school, and to ring our office to book in
for a tour. 
 
Siblings commencing Prep in 2020 –
enrol now!
If you are a current family with children
in the school and you have a child due
to commence in 2020, I strongly advise
you to fill in an enrolment form and
lodge it at the office.  Once tours
commence, enrolments will fill up fast
and we’d like to ensure a place for
siblings of current families as soon as
possible.   Prep 2020 enrolments are
due in by Thursday 27th June, so don’t
miss out!
 
Warm Regards,
Kerrie
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NPS School Council 2019
School Council Update
Last week School Council met for an
‘extraordinary’ meeting to discuss the progress of
the school redevelopment due to commence in
2019.
 
Background
Those new to the school may be unaware of our
community’s ongoing efforts to undertake
maintenance to the school buildings. After several
years of lobbying the school was granted $3.16m
to undertake structural assessments, define and
plan the scope of redevelopment works (required
activity to undertake school building works) and
carry out repairs and refurbishments/
redevelopment. With $2.7M remaining we are now
ready to begin repairs and a number of updates
and improvements. Whilst this sounds like a lot of
money, there is a lot of structural works that are
required to maintain our beautiful older buildings.
 
In response to this funding, and in line with the
Department of Education process, a design was
developed late last year in collaboration with the
school community. It was an exciting time and
many people, including our children contributed
their ideas which have fed into the final plan.
Whilst we didn’t manage to achieve everything we
wanted in the limited budget, we still think that the
works will greatly enhance the school environment
and learning experience.
 
Current Status

The appointed architects have now gone to tender
with the preferred design and are in the middle of
that process. Tendering under State Government
guidelines can appear onerous and whilst the
school leadership team are across the detail, they
are also bound by a confidentiality agreement. 
Despite this, the School Council has been
engaged to review the current status and
contribute to some decisions on efficiencies and
priorities.
We are hoping that the builder will be appointed in
the next 2 months and will commence work this
year. At this time, it is proposed that the building
works will take between 12 to 14 to 18 months in a
staged process, initially focusing on the Hall and
Grade 1/2 classrooms.
Once works commence, students will be relocated
to ensure safety and minimise any disruption to
them and to the broader school community, there
will however no doubt be some inconvenience.
We will continue to keep you updated as more
information is available. In the meantime, Kerrie
and Ross have put an updated version of the plans
on display in the office foyer for your interest.
As always we welcome your queries and feedback
so reach out to your School Council President
Julie Borninkhof via
borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
 
 
We need your help!
Did you know we have started planning the 2020
School Fete? Those who have attended our fete in
the past know the just how many people were
needed to plan and undertake activity on the day.
If you would like to be a part of the 2020 Fete
planning team, get in touch with us!

mailto:borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Your School Council
The Northcote Primary School Council is made up
of parents and teachers who work together with
the broader school community to ensure we are
making it the best it can be for the students.
We work across five core committees and come
together as a council to provide input and
oversight to the school’s operation and evolution.
The committees are shown here:

As stated by the Department of Education, “School
councils play a key role in Victorian government
schools. As the governing body, a school council
can positively influence the quality of education
provided to students in their school.”
Non-council members/ parents also sit on the
Environment, Education, Community and
NOOSCH committees and parents are welcome to
attend these four committees at any time.
Committee Dates
Coming soon! 
Once the committee dates for the year are
confirmed we will post these here.
 
Your School Council Members
Over the next few weeks we will be introducing
you to your school council members, so you can
reach out and say “hi”.
 
Julie Borninkhof - School
Council President &
Finance Committee
Member 
I am a passionate
advocate for the health and
wellbeing of local
communities. As a Deputy
CEO and Clinical
Psychologist, I love getting
to build and shape health services through
community consultation and co-design. My visual
art background means I often do this in creative
and innovative ways. My husband David, my
daughter Olive (1/2 Anita) and I love our Northcote
Primary School family. We are so proud to be a
part of such a creative and committed community

where our children learn to be the best little people
they can be, taught by such a dedicated teaching
team. I have been a School Council Member or the
past 2 years. As School Council President, I am
committed to supporting the community to work
together to create the best learning environment
for our kids.
To do this we need to make sure we communicate
effectively to let people know how they can get
involved in whatever activities they can. This way
we can all ‘muck in’ and share the load when we
need to and celebrate the success of our special
little school together.
 
Reach out to me via
borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
 
Sam Corrie – Education
Committee Convenor
A member of the Northcote
Primary School community
for eight years, I have
greatly enjoyed seeing my
eldest child (Angus in Year
7) successfully transition to
high school this year,
having been beautifully
prepared by NPS. Still at NPS are Lucinda in
Grade 5, and Oscar in Grade 2.
For much of my time at the school, I have sat on
the Environments sub-committee. Through this
committee I have had many wonderful experiences
including veggie patch gardening with the children,
participating in working bees, planting new
gardens (and watching them grow), and seeing
new play spaces created, and new turf laid.
Hopefully in the not-too-distant future we will also
see the longer-term fruits of the Environment
committee’s labour with large-scale refurbishment
of much of the school.
 
I have also been involved in fundraising for the
school (ably supported by many wonderful
members of the school community) by organising
Friday icy-poles in 2017-18 and co-coordinating
the 2019 fete.
This is my first year on school council, and my
focus will shift a little as the new convenor of the
education sub-committee. This committee aims to
foster the relationship between families and the
school, and to ensure great teamwork as we
support our children to learn and grow. I welcome
anyone interested in this committee to get
involved.
 

mailto:borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Michael Eva –
Community
Committee Member 
It's my first year on the
school council (with
Elijah in Laura's grade 1
class) but my sixth year
living directly across the
road from the school.
Over my time living
opposite the school I've had the privilege of seeing
all of the dedicated parents and teachers at the
school working late nights and weekends to make
our school community the amazing place it is. I'm
looking forward to contributing some of my own
time and skills in communications and marketing to
the school community.
 
Anna Hardwick – Education Committee
Member 
I have just joined the school council and look
forward to learning more about the how the school
is administered and hopefully contribute to making
it a better place for the children. My son Max is in
grade 2 with Heather and over the last few years I
have attended numerous excursions, swimming
lessons and of course baked for the fete. I have
professional experience in corporate real estate
and procurement with a focus on health and safety.
Please say hello if you see me around the school.
 
Karen Surridge –
Environment
Committee
Convenor 
I have been a
member of the
School Community
for 8 years now, with
Madeline (3/4S) and
Samantha now in
Year 7 and
thoroughly enjoy my
contribution to the school's various committees! As
Convener of the Environments Committee, I
believe that my professional expertise as an

Architect, can help the school transform an
existing portfolio of dated heritage buildings and
grounds into a campus with facilities more aligned
with the educational vision and pedagogy of the
school - an obvious challenge in the government
school sector! I see my role as a contribution to the
school's future, in a similar way the teachers at
NPS are enriching my child's academic future. As
the school buildings and landscape are
redeveloped under the masterplan works in the
coming years, I know that I will always be
immensely proud of the project work we have
accomplished during my time on the Committee
and School Council – and this is only the
beginning!
 
Tessa van Duyn - School
Council Vice President &
Community Committee
Convenor 
I am a human rights lawyer
with over a decade of
experience working with the
Human Rights Commission to
promote improved outcomes
for all Victorians. I am mum to
Felix, Elke and Coco.  Felix is at NPS in Grade 1/2
Laura and he absolutely loves being a part of the
NPS community.   
I am passionate about social justice and fostering
a sense of community for all walks of life, and I
really enjoy engaging with the school community
with the aim of engendering strong ties across the
community, through encouraging a sense of
belonging and commitment to our children's
learning and supporting the school and the
wonderful teaching staff.  I have been Vice
President and Convenor of the Community Sub
Committee for a year and am excited to continue
in these roles this year.  I am very open and happy
to talk, so please feel free to approach me to get
involved in the Community sub committee or just
to touch base with any comments or ideas you
have to help make our school
community the best it can be.



5/8/2019 iNewsletter - Print

https://print.inewsletter.co/vmj62Y 6/18

Pupil of the Week
Pupil of the Week
 
Prep                                 
              00B - Brooke      Hugo A   
              00L - Lucy            Rachael O 
              00P - Pip              Chloe M
Grade 1/2                         
              12A - Anita           Leo S-H     
              12H - Heather    Mia B
              12L - Laura          Leo Mc   
              12N - Nicole        Max F      
Grade 3/4                         
               34B - Steven            Ruby P
                34J - Jennifer         Antony J
                34G - Stephanie   Talia H G
                34M - Melissa        Jemimah D-G
               34S - Sharif              Kathleen O
Grade 5/6             
            All grade 5 & 6 students 
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  Education   Sub-committee
Education Sub-committee
Update
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can
use to change the world” – Nelson Mandela
 
Whilst not overly changing world changing just yet -  the
education sub-committee and I are keen to share with you
some of things that we have been working on to enhance our
students experience, educational outcomes, and ultimately
help our kids shape a better world.
 
In 2018 the education sub-committee sought a grant of parent
raised funds from school council to each of the classrooms for
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
related materials. This enabled the purchase of Lego
Mindstorm kits, Edison Edu Robots, Makey Makey – circuitry
kits, along with Scientific posters, scientific hardware and
some storage for these wonderful new resources. We have
also worked on and reviewed a number of school policies.
One of which, the new Homework policy, is attached review
and feedback by the school community.
 
The Education Sub-Committee provides an opportunity for
parents and community members to discuss and get feedback
from the school on important issues that affect our children.
Examples include the review of the student report template,
along with discussion of school data such as NAPLAN results,
Children’s attitude to School Survey, as well as parent
surveys. We also discuss extracurricular programs, including
support for the recently established Chess Club.
 
At Northcote Primary School, we are blessed with a diverse
array of talented parents and community members. Through
the education sub-committee we like to facilitate the sharing

of the these skills and talents with the children and in support
of teachers. One such example is the Parent Artist Group,
which helped (amongst other things) enable the wonderful
2017 whole-school production.
 
Once again in 2019 we are seeking parents who would like to
share their skills with students and teachers. If you are
interested in sharing your skills in gardening, design,
accounting, IT, STEM , music, art (or anything else!) please
feel free to contact your teachers.  We’ll also be circulating a
table in classrooms to enable parents to sign up to share their
skills!
 
If you are interested in getting involved, please come along to
the Education Sub-Committee meetings. The dates are
advertised in the School Newsletter and held in the Staff
Room.  The next meeting is Monday 6th May, at 7pm. If you
have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me.
 
Samantha Corrie.
samanthapennell@hotmail.com

http://northcoteps.vic.edu.au/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/Homework.pdf 

mailto:samanthapennell@hotmail.com
http://northcoteps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Homework.pdf
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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates
2019
May
02      Thur     5/6 Lord Somer's Camp 
 
03      Fri          5/6 Lord Somer's
Camp   
03      Fri           Tri Skills Prep to 4    
04      Sat         Northcote High ACE
Program Testing
09      Thur      Art Incursion - Art
Banners - 5/6 (See below)
10      Fri           Tri Skills Prep to 4
14      Tues       NAPLAN Grade 3
15      Wed       NAPLAN Grade 5
16      Thur      NAPLAN Grade 5
17      Fri           NAPLAN Grade 3
17      Fri           Tri Skills Prep to 4
20      Mon        NAPLAN Grade 3
21      Tues       Prep Bravehearts'
Incursion 2.30pm
22      Wed       Maths Olympiad -
Contest 1 - Grade 6
24      Fri           Tri Skills Prep to 4
28      Tues       District Cross Country
grades 3-6
31      Fri           Tri Skills Prep to 4
 
June
05    Tues         Divisional Cross
Country

07    Fri             Technology Incursion -
3/4 
07    Fri             Tri Skills Prep to 4
10    Mon         Queens Birthday
Public Holiday - No School
14    Fri             Tri Skills Prep to 4
18    Tues        Art Incursion - 5/6
19    Wed         Maths Olympiad -
Contest 2 - Grade 6
20    Thur        CSI Mini Boss Incursion
- 3/4
21    Fri             Tri Skills Prep to 4
27    Thur        3 Way Conferences -
Alternative Program 9.00am -
3.30pm.                                                 
                                   Outside School
Hours Care to run as normal.
28    Fri             Tri Skills Prep to 4
28    Fri             Last day of Term 2 -
2.30pm Finish
 
Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun -
2.30pm 
Term 3  Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept -
2.30pm
Term 4  Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec -
1.30pm
 
School Council Dates
Term 2
15 May
12 June

Term 3     
07 August   
04 September
Term 4 
30 October
04 December
Term 1 2020
26 February

5/6 Incursion - Art
Banners
I have organised an incursion for the
5/6s on the 9th of May with local artist
Benison Kilby. She is an artist who is
involved in activism art in Australia. It's
run by Bus Projects, an artist-run
organisation dedicated to supporting
the critical, conceptual and
interdisciplinary practices of Australian
artists. In addition to its core gallery-
based program of exhibitions, events
and residencies, Bus Projects
collaborates with a range of artists and
arts organisations to produce projects
off-site and within the public realm. We
are lucky enough to have Benison and
other helpers in our class on the 9th of
May to make community
aware art banners with our 5/6
students. It's going to be fun!
Edwina.
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Parent Support
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Earn & Learn
Northcote Primary is once again participating in the Woolworths Earn and Learn program. Starting
on Wednesday 1st of May until Tuesday 25th of June, customers will receive one sticker for every
$10 spent in a single transaction at Woolworths Supermarkets and Woolworths Online (exclusions
apply, please refer website). 
 
So please start collecting, each classroom will have sticker sheets that the stickers can be stuck to
and then put in our collection box out the front of the office. Alternatively, you can pick up sticker
sheets in store or download and print the sticker sheets from the Woolworths website, complete
them and drop them in our collection box.
 
This is a great opportunity for the school to gain new learning resources across all curriculum
areas, including Maths, English, Science, Art and Craft, Digital Technologies, Sports and more. 
 
Thanks for your support and happy sticking!
Dale 
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Chess Club
Chess Club

CHESS CLUB TERM 2 has started.   Our chess club continues to thrive at NPS.  Please fill out the
form and send to Northern Star Chess to register your child ASAP (for children from grade 1-6). 
The chess club will be held as usual on Wednesdays from 3.45-4.45pm in classroom 1/2
Heather/Nicole.  Thank you!
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Advertisements
Heading
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.

amame - Shaping the future for Autism
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Homestay Families Required
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The Neighborhood Clinic 

Girl Guides Australia



5/8/2019 iNewsletter - Print

https://print.inewsletter.co/vmj62Y 15/18

Community Cinema Series

Piano Lesson
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Jump'n Jig

Dance Factory



5/8/2019 iNewsletter - Print

https://print.inewsletter.co/vmj62Y 17/18

Mangala

Drama & Singing classes for kids
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Barre Fit 4 Teens

Darebin School of Dance


