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NEWSLETTER 
No. 28 – 13th September, 2018 

 
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to 

contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a  
 teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 
 

Important School Diary Dates 
 
 
 
 

2018  

Sep 13 Thu Prep visit from Annie Dennis Kinder 
 21 Fri 5/6 Science fair 9.30 – 11.00 am and 1.30 – 2.00 pm  
    Family and friends welcome! 
    END TERM 3       2.30 PM FINISH 
Oct  8 Mon Term 4 commences  
  9 Tue Division Athletics 
 10-12 Wed-Fri Grade 1/2 Camp 
 16 Tue Public Meeting at School (See page 5) 
 17-19 Wed-Fri Grade 3/4 Camp 
 24 Wed Curriculum day no. 4 – No School 
Nov   6 Tue Melbourne Cup Day Holiday – No School 
Dec 21  Fri End of year 1.30 Dismissal  

 
Greetings, 
Student Achievement 
Chemistry in 5/6 Science  
Solids, liquids and gases are properties our 5/6 students are using to determine if the volume, shape and 
mass of an object has changed or will remain the same, reversible or irreversible?  A highly engaged 
atmosphere of hypothesising, experimenting, observation, and a very healthy dose of rigorous debating is 
evident during this very popular unit of science learning.  Students are learning to work in groups to ‘set 
up’ for the experiments with support from the student Lab Technicians, to write up an experiment using a 
scientific report language and template, and how to be safe using scientific equipment such as beakers, 
flasks, test tubes etc.  They are loving it and are learning how to identify the ‘science’ in their learning. 
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Advice from our learned Preps to support the Kindy kids 
We have had a few visits from Batman Park Kindergarten and Annie Dennis Kindergarten and the Preps 

wrote some advice that they shared with the Kindergarten children during the visit to help them with 

their transition to primary school. 

'The teachers help you when you get stuck with your diary writing' 

Innes N 

'At school we have nice teachers and nice people in our class' 

Ellis M 

'It takes a long time to be a good reader' 

Nada 

'You can get lunch orders at school' 

Grace S 

'When you make mistakes, do not give up!' 

Max 

'You can learn to tell the time like half past and other stuff' 

Edward 

'You learn how to do finger spaces in your writing' 

Ava 

'It's ok to be afraid, if you take care of your friends they will take care of you' 

Nieve B 

'It takes time to read readers and you just have to keep practising' 

Maeve M 

'It's ok to get upset, you just need to keep trying' 

Julian G 

'We get to go on excursions and we wear orange vests so we don't get lost' 

Arthur C 

'It's ok if you cry on the first day, if you've been to the school a lot you will be ok' 

Manon K-Q 
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Is your child’s brain ready for the online playgrounds? 
I have included an article that you may find of interest regarding cyber safety, such an important topic for 

parents and teachers alike. 

 

TECHNOLOGY AND PARENTING 

by Martine Oglethorpe  
Every week I spend time with teachers, students and 
parents helping them understand technology and the 
digital world, and present strategies to manage devices at 
home and at school. Ultimately, I want to ensure they are 
kept safe online and have the ability to thrive in this world, whilst reaping the many benefits the 
technology has to offer. 

I am certainly not against technology, against social media or against video games. In fact, I see great 
benefits to incorporating them into our lives and the lives of our children. What I am against however, is 
the handing over of the devices with full access to the internet when there is little understanding of the 
potential harm and little to no safeguards. 

We have all heard the stories, seen the headlines and clicked on the alarming clickbait. Stories of 
grooming where the young and vulnerable are lured away from their screens and in to the clutches of 
some paedophile. Yes those stories are out there, and while still a small minority of cases, the 
consequences are devastating. And aside from the grooming, there is the exposure to so much 
inappropriate, pornographic content that young people are being inadvertently sent via social networks 
and gaming platforms. Recent reports of a young girl finding herself in a sex chat room in the kids gaming 
platform Roblox is just one of mention. 

What happens when kids find themselves in dangerous or perverted circumstances is usually the result of 
playing in playgrounds that they are just not cognitively and socially and emotionally developed enough 
to handle. When we place a child in an adult space, where adults are hanging out, (many of whom don’t 
have their best interests at heart), we are asking them to make decisions and judgements and think in the 
critical ways that they are simply not equipped for. 

In my student sessions we discuss how easy it is to be someone else online and how we can better arm 
ourselves with the skills and thinking to make accurate judgements about someone’s identity. When I 
show them a picture of a made-up avatar with a picture of Justin Bieber and I ask them to tell me how 
they would know if he was the real deal, I get the same responses every time. Every single time from kids 
as young as 8 right through to those hitting their teens, I am met with suggestions such as “I would just 
ask him the name of his first song he wrote, not the one he released as not many people would know 
that”. Or “I would ask him the name of his first pet?” Or “I would ask him things that only really hard-core 
fans would know and ask him to tell me really quickly before he had time to google it”. 

Every week when I do this exercise I am reminded that they are just not there yet. Their brain 
development is just not at a point where it can accurately make these decisions and come to the right 
conclusions. It isn’t because they are naïve, or stupid, it is simply because they haven’t been on this earth 
long enough, and their brain has not had the chance to grow and learn and think in ways that are 
beyond what we are expecting of them. 

Now, as I said I am not against kids playing in some of these places but it must be done with absolute 
supervision while they are young. That means finding out about the platform they are wanting to hang 
out in. Finding out how you can make it as safe as you possibly can. Find out what settings to put in place 
and what 3rd party software you may need to look at to keep things under control and away from curious 
eyes. 

If you are deciding to allow your child to have a device, search the internet, open a social media account 
or to play an online game, make sure that while you must certainly be teaching them the skills and 
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thinking they will need, you cannot rely on that teaching alone. So, check age guidelines and if you think 
your child can manage and you are prepared to put in the time with them, then you must: 

Play that game: have a go with at playing that game even if it is driving you crazy. You may just have some 
fun, enjoy some bonding and most importantly be able to have the most relevant conversations about any 
themes, content or possible dangers that may be found while playing. 

Go to the settings: Always, always, check out what is available in the settings to make the experience as 
safe and user friendly as possible. This is where you can select who can contact your child, who can see 
their content, what content they can see, who can comment to them, what they can say, what words or 
phrases they can hear etc. 

Google the potential risks: Understand some of the risks that have been associated with the game or app 
so you know you are doing all you can to avoid that risk. 

Connect with your child: Talk to your child about what they like to do. We don’t always have to be 
lecturing about what not to do online, but we can certainly be speaking about the positive elements and 
how we can encourage them to find ways to enjoy the good rather 

Watch them in this playground: Just as you would when they first take off the training wheels, or first 
make it on to the skate park, we watch to see how they are going. Check to see if they are learning from 
past mistakes, to see if they have a back-up plan, to warn if you need to and to help them get back up 
again should they fall. 

We don’t send our kids to adult movies when they are young because they don’t have the cognitive 
development to process much of that content which may well be inappropriate. We don’t send them to 
the city alone full of strangers and expect them to navigate on their own and make decisions about 
unfamiliar people and surroundings. And so too, we must not hand over the digital world without both 
the teaching, guidance and connection, as well as the safety strategies, the boundaries and the research 
to know that they have the ability to remain safe and make the best decisions for themselves in the online 
world. 

 
Warm Regards, 
Kerrie 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK! 

5/6J – Edward S     1/2H – Sam M 

5/6T – Archer M     1/2L – Yuki H S 

5/6N – Phoebe S     1/2S – Abigail M  

5/6P – Nate H     1/2A – Lulu G 

3/4K – Away for swimming!   1/2N – Jackson C 

3/4H – Away for swimming!    00B – Julian G 

3/4M – Georgia M     00L – George C 

3/4B – Callum O     00P – Bon W 

3/4S – Paul S 
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School Council News 
 

School Council calls on the Minister to help to “Finish the Job”! 
School council agreed last night to write to Minister Merlino to express our concerns about the limitations 
of our current building program.  The money we were granted in 2017 to restore the school buildings is 
now being used to deliver our Master Plan vision for the next ten years. 
 
We never expected that $3.16 million was enough to achieve both objectives.  We need to fix years of 
deterioration caused by neglect and establish teaching and learning spaces, facilities and playgrounds for 
a modern and vibrant school. 
 
School council will call on the Andrews Government to step up once again, by committing to fully fund 
both our restoration works and the original master plan design provided by Clarke Hopkins Clarke.  That is 
what the school community has been working so hard to do. 
 

Tree Renewal – time for some cuts. 
The Master Plan process has identified too many dangers in our current garden and landscape elements.  
The key issues are the number of the overgrown gum trees on the main campus.  It must be reduced.  
These trees are dangerous to our children, damaging our buildings and well past their prime for both 
providing shade and carbon capture.   
 
The visible structural damage in the Hall and other buildings is largely due to the invisible action of these 
trees, undermining the reactive clay soils, taking enormous amounts of ground water and wrecking the 
storm water system.  The damage and maintenance bills are significant!  We have the opportunity to 
establish a better path for the future.  It is time to build on the legacy of the past by establishing a 
sustainable planting program for the new millennium.   
 
School council is exploring options to reduce the number of dangerous and invasive large trees on the site 
while still maintaining great playground aesthetics and making the most of our school as a site for 
environmental rejuvenation.   
 

Consultation meeting with Simon LeNepveu from Clarke Hopkins Clarke. 
More than 60 parents and carers attended our Capital Works Program celebration and briefing meeting 
last Thursday afternoon.  It was a great way to view the plans for the current works and join the 
celebration of the impressive progress to date.  Please check out the Q&A wrap-up next in this Newsletter. 

 
Public meeting – Please put Tuesday the 16th of October (time TBA) in your diary so you don’t miss out 

on the opportunity to meet the Minister for Education, our local member Ms Lidia Thorpe and other 
decision makers involved in our works program. The meeting will review the building works to date and 
next stages, explore the options for fully funding our Master Plan and stamp the current plans as the 
blueprint for the development of Northcote Primary School over the next ten years 
Come along and help make local history – we’ve waited long enough! 

The Great Fete – 2019 
School council reviewed the planning process for the 2019 Fete.  It looks like being the best one ever! 
The key question (as always) is what are we raising money for this year?  With so much building work 
going on and such rapid developments in learning technology, it is very hard to know how to the get the 
‘best bang for your buck’.  School council has committed to using funds for the 2019 Fete for upgrades 
and enhancements in the outdoor areas and play equipment.  With the current capital works program 
there is a broad range of potential improvements we can make to the outside areas of the school. 
 

Oh and incidentally, Reporting Student Learning Outcomes. 
Northcote Primary School is an outstanding place for little people to learn and explore the world.  All my 
experiences with the school reinforce this truth.  We refined our process for asking for feedback from 
parents and carers on our student reports and feedback processes and the results were overwhelmingly 
positive.  Where improvements can be made we have taken notice too and we are deeply reassured be 
the huge level of support for the revised formats. 
Ian Taylor    School Council President 
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Q&A session at the latest community consultation with Master Plan architects – 
Clarke Hopkins Clarke 
Around 60 parents and carers attended the Master Plan consultation session last Thursday.  Simon 
LeNepveu provided a visual display of the extent of Master Plan works that are likely to be achieved 
through the existing restoration funds.  He also assured the group that the works to be delivered will be 
within the existing budget.  School council provided sparkling drinks as a celebration of our achievements 
to date. 
 
Questions from the floor included whether we would be left with enough storage spaces, whether the 
old trees will be replaced, whether the existing covered walkways will be replaced, whether the scope of 
the work can be extended if more funding becomes available and whether the hall could accommodate 
tiered seating. 
 
There was a general agreement after the meeting that improvements in this plan will make a big 
difference to some of our really run down spaces but the “works within the existing budget” provide only 
a limited gain in overall teaching space.  It would be great if we could get more spaces by further works.  
The current design for the new school entry was considered to be uninspiring and would benefit from a 
significant rethink.  The replacement of the trees should include as many local native species as possible 
and be sensitive to supporting native birds and animals as much as possible. 
 
It was great to have the chance to celebrate the achievements of so many years of tireless work.  It seems 
there are still many challenges ahead for everyone wanting the best possible future for the school and our 
children. 
Ian Taylor    School Council President 

District Athletics 

On Monday the 10th of September we had our District Athletics Day at the Coburg Athletics track. We 

had 44 students from years 3-6 that were competing against students from the 10 other schools in our 

district. Everybody gave 100% in their events with a few personal bests being broken and everyone 

having a lot of fun. Our students also displayed great school spirit doing an amazing job of supporting 

and cheering for each other. We have 10 students who qualified for the next stage some for more than 

one event, they will be competing in the Division Athletics which is held on the 9th of October during 

week 1 of term 4. Thank you to all the supporters who were able to come along and add to our cheering. 

- Dale McLean P.E Teacher 

Library Requests: Bags and VHS cases!!! 

Have you got any spare bags we can use as library bags for students who are new, have lost or have 

broken library bags?? Even the tough green supermarket bags, calico bags or similar will do. 

We need old VHS cases to recycle as library shelf dividers. They are just the right size and won’t hurt toes if 

they fall off shelves. Sadly they are now very hard to get hold of!! 

Thanks, 

The library  
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Preserving for Fete! Let’s get jamming! 

Yes we know the NPS Annual Fete is months away (3rd March 2019), but we need to start thinking about 

our wonderful stall, Helen’s Harvest! 

We are having a jamming day on Wednesday September 19th. We would love any produce if people have 

fruit (citrus trees) that have extra fruit. Please bring to school on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th September 

for us to use. Canned tomatoes for chutney or bags of onions would also be appreciated! 

If you are handy I the kitchen and want to help on that day, please contact Kim Henderson (Zac and 

Isabella, 5/6 and Isla and Lexi 1/2) 0438 467 660, or Sophie Smibert (Rosie 3/4 and George prep) 0402 

206 322. 

Happy jamming! 

From your Northcote Primary School Community Sub-Committee 

 

From The Art Room 

 

Dear School Council, 

Thank you for the extra funds. Here is what we spent the money on. 

2 x metal trolley to help keep supplies for specific activities together in a portable way.                                                                                              

                                                                                                 @ $355 each                             $710 

1 electric pencil sharpener so that we don’t get RSI!  

                                                                                                 @ $243                                      $243 

                                                                                                                                                    -------- 

                                                                                                                                                     $953 

                                                                                                                                                   --------- 

Thanks very much. We don’t often get to buy substantial pieces of equipment that benefit the Art 

program! 

Regards, 

Lisa and Edwina 
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Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or 
notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) 
or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 

 

Looking for something to keep the kids active and entertained these holidays? 

Look no further! 

Due to the success of our FitKids weekly classes we are opening up “BD’s FitKids 

Holiday Program” 

4 Sessions these school holidays to give you some time to yourself! 

In these sessions we will be playing games, getting outside, learning some new 

movements in the gym and having a ton of fun! 

📅 Sessions on Mondays and Thursdays 

⏱️ 11:00am til 1:30pm 

📍 At BD Fitness (37 Steane St, Fairfield) 

� Fruit and Drinks Provided 

� BYO Lunch 

We have a maximum of 10 spaces available per session so get in quick to reserve your place! 

Sessions are $60 each or $200 for all 4 sessions (saving of $40)!        
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