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NEWSLETTER 
No. 21 – 26th July, 2018 

 
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to 

contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a  
 teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 
 

Important School Diary Dates 
 
 
 
 

2018 

Jul  27 Fri Grade 5/6 Swimming Commences  
 
Aug 1 Wed Grade 5/6 NHS matinee performance 12 pm    
 6 Mon Curriculum day – no school for students 
 8 Wed District basketball 
 13 Mon Grade 3/4’s excursion to National Art Gallery (Cultural performance 
   excursion – part of school fees) 
 14 Tue Grade 5/6’s excursion to National Art Gallery (Cultural performance 
   excursion – part of school fees) 
 20 Mon Book Week parade 9 am 
 22 Wed Victorian State Schools Spectacular choir mass rehearsal  
 

Challenge: See if you can read through the newsletter to find 
Pupil of The Week! 

Greetings, 
 
School Achievement 
Year 5/6’s are foaming at the mouth! 
5/6J Pupil of the Week – Lexie A F 
No, they are not angry but learning about Chemistry this term and by the look of them, having a 
lot of foaming fun!  Their challenge this week was to make ‘Sherbert’.  They had to come up with 
a hypothesis around how the variables (ingredients) would be manipulated to make a pleasant 
and edible sherbert.  Apparently there were some very fast exits to the sink area as the 
concoctions were tried and tested.  
1/2H Pupil of the Week – Oskar G 
In 5/6 learning, Everybody Matters 
00B Pupil of the Week – Indah HG 
The other group of 5/6’s are studying aspects of Biology, learning about human body systems.  
Each group has chosen a body system to investigate, such as the circulatory system, and will use 
technology to present their investigative project work to the other groups. 
1/2S Pupil of the Week – Leon D 
Mouldy matters 
3/4H Pupil of the Week – Elena F 
An experiment running alongside this learning is a comparison of observation and the growing 
of mould on a regular slice of bread and a well-known company’s burger.  Which one will last 
forever?  As the days go on, the students will observe and note the changes to each of the 
breads.  Which one do you think will look the same a week later?  And importantly, why?  Can’t 
wait to see and hear what the 5/6’s have learnt. 
5/6P Pupil of the Week – Cassius McD 
 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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A big, hearty thank you, to our parent and AP volunteers re 
the NOOSHC front garden 
1/2A Pupil of the Week – Liam C 

00P Pupil of the Week – Mia VL 

During the last school holidays, two parent volunteers, Janis 

Fisher and Karen McWilliam and our Assistant Principal, Ross 

Bennie, kindly took time out of their holidays with the task of 

cleaning out the overgrown Out of School Hours front 

garden.  It was a big task and once the weeding was 

completed they and replanted the NOOSH garden 

beds.  The garden is looking so much better and cared for 

now, and will look even lovelier, once the plants settle in and 

the mulching is completed.   I know it is hard to see when 

you are picking up your children in the dark in the evening 

so I have included the photo.  Thank you Janis (mum of 

Lillian, year 2 Stephanie) and Karen (mum of Maddie, year 3 Hilary, and Sammie, year 6 Natasha) 

and Ross, our AP.  Your work has made such a difference to the look of the street front garden of 

our NOOSHC building. 

3/4B Pupil of the Week – Deena V 
5/6N Pupil of the Week – Annabelle  
Siblings due to commence Foundation in 2019 
00L Pupil of the Week – George R 
Early planning for the transition program has begun and correspondence will soon be sent out.  
To ensure you are up to date with all information, we ask that any families with younger siblings 
due to commence school in 2019 collect an enrolment form from the office, or download from 
our website, and return it to the office as soon as possible. 
5/6T Pupil of the Week – Minke C 
And here’s something that might interest you …  

3/4K Pupil of the Week – Charles T 
How to be a parent in 2018:  
1/2N Pupil of the Week – Ellie M 
Make sure your children’s academic, emotional, psychological, mental, 
spiritual, physical, nutritional, and social needs are met while being 
careful not to over stimulate, under stimulate, improperly medicate, 
helicopter, or neglect them in a screen-free, processed foods-free, GMO-
free, negative energy-free, plastic-free, body positive, socially conscious, 
egalitarian but also authoritative, nurturing but fostering of 
independence, gentle but not overly permissive, pesticide-free two-story, 
multilingual home, preferably in a cul-de-sac with a backyard and 1.5 
siblings spaced at least two years apart for proper development, also 
don’t forget the coconut oil. 
How to be a parent in literally every generation before ours: 
Feed them sometimes. 
3/4S Pupil of the Week – Freya S  
1/2L Pupil of the Week – Coco L 

3/4M Pupil of the Week – Audrey C 

Warm Regards, 
Kerrie 
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Cross Country Reports: 

Regionals… 

Finbar Kennedy, Zac Henderson and Claire Larkin all competed in the Regional Cross Country 

Championships last term. We, at Northcote Primary, are so proud of the level that they made it to 

– competing with students who were closer in ability and endurance. They all ran their best and 

did so well with Claire coming 31st and Zac coming 40th. Congratulations! Finbar came FIFTH, 

qualifying for the STATE CROSS COUNTRY! And here’s how that went…. 

Around 8.30am on the 19th July, 2018 in the generally peaceful Kennedy household, sometime 

just after breakfast and just before brushing teeth….  

  

“What time is the race?” asked Mum.  

“12:00 I think”, replied Dad. “I will just check”. 

We looked it up and it was actually 10:20!!! 

We got to Bundoora Park at about 9:50. The atmosphere was enormous.  

I was a little bit nervous before the race. But when the race started my 

nerves went away. 

In the middle of the race I heard dad yelling.  

He was telling me to push up, but I ran my own race. 

After the race I was disappointed that I came 61 out of 94. 

But then dad told me it was great that I had come this far and he was proud of me. 

That cheered me up. A lot.  

 

By Finbar Kennedy 

We are proud of you too Finbar. A great achievement! But we want you to realise the true nature 

of your result. Can anyone help work this out….  

CROSS COUNTRY MATHS CHALLENGE: With some research and calculations, can you 

approximate where Finbar actually came OUT OF THE WHOLE STATE in his age group 11 year 

olds. There were 10 schools that competed in the district Cross Country, each entering 8 students 

in each age group. Hmmm… I wonder? Answers can be written down and given to your teacher 

so they can be put in Tracy’s Pigeon hole. We’ll announce results in an assembly.  
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PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2018   

Ends Friday September 7, 2018 

At Northcote Primary School, we pride ourselves on being 

awesome readers!  

We are fortunate that we have a great library and helpful 

librarian, Susie.  

We also all share a LOVE FOR BOOKS!  

Our school is excited to announce the 2018 Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge. It is simple to 

do!  

Please email Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Subject: READ 

Include: your child’s name, grade level and teacher 

Thank you! Stephanie will then register your child. 

Once you have registered, Stephanie will send you the log in details for your child. You can log 

onto the website and type in the book titles. Your child may be able to do this by themselves. Then, 

until September, just continue reading and make sure you record the books you have read.  

The challenge finishes on Friday, September 7th, 2018. 

Each year level has a TOTAL number of books to read. In that TOTAL, your child will need to read 

a number of “CHALLENGE” books. On the website it will tell you whether the books are in the 

CHALLENGE list. 

If you are 

in: 
You must read a total of: 

Number from the Challenge Book 

list: 

Prep 30 books in TOTAL 20 or more 

Year 1 30 books in TOTAL 20 or more 

Year 2 30 books in TOTAL 20 or more 

Year 3 15 books in TOTAL 10 or more 

Year 4 15 books in TOTAL 10 or more 

Year 5 15 books in TOTAL 10 or more 

Year 6 15 books in TOTAL 10 or more 

 

The Challenge Book list includes many titles you will already have at home, or in our school library. 

There is a huge range of wonderful books to choose from. Many books in our school library have 

stickers on them that say they are in the Challenge. 

Thank you, Stephanie Griffiths 

mailto:Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=dSTeXNvV&id=7E640ACA62FA8E2A4250BB279D7F5AB5514474CC&thid=OIP.dSTeXNvVaM09ed_x_BXkLQAAAA&mediaurl=https://www.southernthunderer.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/VIC-Premiers-Reading-Challenge.jpg&exph=258&expw=405&q=2018+premiers+reading+challenge&simid=608032135937524940&selectedIndex=1
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Italian Update 

Ciao a tutti e bentornati!! (Hello everyone and welcome back!) 

Term 3 looks like a busy term for the Italian Program here at NPS. Both Elena and I are very pleased with the 

start of the term made last week and we are very much looking forward to fun filled semester! This week’s 

update will be about competition news. There are lots of opportunities for our students, particularly in the 

senior levels, to showcase their talent in the Italian language at state level! 

State-Wide Italian Competitions News: 

Sì, Sì, Sì! The annual competitions are here! Our students have been waiting with 
anticipation on the announcement of this year’s Dante Alighieri topics. Last year, our 
school received one state-wide winner in Prep - Eva 3rd Placing.  
 
Some students in the middle and upper school have started drafting ideas for the 

competition. Students may complete the drawing part of the competition at home later in the term. All 

written components of the competition will be completed at school this term in all year levels. 

The Dante Alighieri Society Melbourne topic is as follows: 
 
Poster Competition 2018  
All entries close on Tuesday, 4th September 2018 
 
Task Sheet: 
In 2018, judges will be paying particular attention to the originality of student work. To the furthest possible 
extent, students must construct noun groups or sentences independently. For this reason, the language 
demands of the task have been lowered to promote independent student work.  
 
All student entries must adhere to the following guidelines, as well as those stipulated for each year level:  
 
• No larger than A3  

• Include a painting, drawing or collage  

• Be clearly labelled with the student’s name, year level and school  
 
Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2: 
Students write the heading “Fuori dalla finestra ___ vedo…” (Outside the … window I see…) on a prominent 
part of their poster. Students will finish the title with the Italian word for the shape of a window that they 
have drawn on their poster: e.g. rotonda; ovale; quadrata; rettangolare; or, a forma di arco. Students must 
write FIVE nouns or noun groups on the poster stating what can be seen from the window.  
Example* [Fuori dalla finestra ovale vedo…] un albero; un gatto nero; cinque uccelli; tre ragazzi; il sole  
 
Grade 3 and Grade 4 students: 
Students write the heading “Fuori dalla finestra ___...” (Outside the window …) on a prominent part of their 
poster. Students will finish the title with the Italian word for the shape of a window that they have drawn 
on their poster: e.g. rotonda; ovale; quadrata; rettangolare; or, a forma di arco. Students must include FIVE 
simple sentences on their poster describing what can be seen through the window.  
Example* C’è un albero verde. C’è un gatto nero. Fischiano cinque uccelli. Ci sono tre ragazzi contenti. 
Splende il sole.  
 
Grade 5 and Grade 6 students: 
Students write the heading “Fuori dalla finestra ___...” (Outside the window …) on a prominent part of their 
poster. Students will finish the title with the Italian word for the shape of a window that they have drawn 
on their poster: e.g. rotonda; ovale; quadrata; rettangolare; or, a forma di arco. Students must include FIVE 
complex or compound sentences describing what can be seen through the window.  
Example*  
C’è un albero verde pieno di mele. C’è un gatto nero che gioca con un topo spaventato. Ci sono cinque 
uccelli che fischiano. Ci sono tre ragazzi contenti nel giardino. Sopra la casa, splende il sole.  
*These are examples only and are not indicative of the breadth of possible student responses.                                
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Any winners will be required to attend a Presentation afternoon in October at the University of Melbourne 

where they will receive a trophy, a certificate, a book prize and have their photo taken for the Italian 

newspaper, Il Globo-date to be confirmed.   

If you wish your child to enter this competition, please enclose $5 together with the slip below in an 

envelope and send this to the office before Tuesday 28th August, 2018 - NO LATER.   

 

 

BUT WAIT THERE’S MORE… 
The Dante Alighieri Society offers an Audio Competition for Year 5/6 (only): 
 
Last year Northcote Primary School was the only school in the state to have achieved a first 
place position. We were able to achieve TWO first placings for two of our students – an 
extremely rare and notable achievement.  We had both Kate and Besinda tie for FIRST place in 
the state for the multimedia competition. This year The Dante Alighieri Society have changed that 
competition as follows: 
 
Carissimi studenti, 
ecco un invito a partecipare ‘dietro le quinte’… a behind the scenes project! 

 Are you a student who likes having a go at speaking Italian in class, at home, with family, or with 
friends? 

 Do you like working in small groups to make projects happen? 

 Do you love any chance to use your voice as an instrument to communicate a passion for Italian? 
Do you like reading aloud, quoting movies, reciting poetry, or singing?  

 Are you able to pronounce Italian words that contain challenging letter combinations, such as the 
gh in Alighieri, the gn in Roberto Benigni, the gl in Bella degli Abati, or the ce in Dolce stil novo? 

 Can you pronounce distinctly Italian double letter consonants such as the mm in La Divina 
Commedia, the tt in Brunetto Latini, or the zz and mm in Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita?  

 Do you think you could write a 2-minute piece in Italian - and then record yourself reading it – for a 
listening audience? 
 

If you answered sì to the above questions, we want to hear from you! 
The Dante Alighieri Society invites you to write a simple script promoting a new film on the life or works of 
Dante Alighieri.  
 

 
THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY JUNIOR POSTER COMPETITION 2018. 
 
Final day to submit your poster will be Tuesday, 4th September 2018 - earlier would be preferred! 
 
All completed posters must be received by this date.  Entry Fee = $5  
 
Yes, I wish my child to enter The Dante Alighieri Poster Competition. 
 
Student’s name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade: _________                                                                Please find enclosed: $5.00  
 
Thank you.  
 
I give permission for _____________________________________(child’s name) to have his/her photo, full 
name, grade and school name to be published in The Italian Newspaper ‘Il Globo’.  
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________  
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Your work could be based on: Dante the man, the poet, the admirer of Beatrice, the political exile.   (See 
*Interesting little-known fact on Dante* for some inspiration on The Dante Alighieri Melbourne website).  
 
This 2018 AUDIO COMPETITION invites you to write a short text in Italian, record your voice reading the 
text, and then, send your transcript and recording to us! No pressure, no having to perform in front of 
people, just the chance to present your Italian skills to a different audience! 
You should approach this task individually or in a small group (no more than 4 participants, including 

yourself). Your teacher can help if you need, but this is a great opportunity to test your Italian independently. 

No distinction is made between individual entries or between students of Italian and non-Italian 

background. There is no cost to enter this competition. 

You’ve got to be in it to win it! Cash prizes for the best entries. 

Coraggio! E…in bocca al lupo! 

Check the Dante Society website for more information 

 

The best entry will receive $500 each. $100 of this amount will be awarded directly to the winning school’s 

Italian Department, to fund Italian Resources or Excursions/Incursions, whilst the remaining $400 will be 

divided up equally amongst the winning students – or be given entirely to one student, should that student 

have entered on their own. 

All entrants will receive a certificate of participation. Certificates will be mailed to the schools. Every 

endeavour will be made to have the winning audio presentation shown at the Dante Alighieri Presentation 

afternoon, where prizes will be given to the winning students and their teachers. Alternatively, the Dante 

Alighieri Society will make arrangements to attend the winning school and present the prizes during school 

hours. It is recommended that schools keep a copy of the original recordings as these cannot be returned.  

From everyone at the ‘DAS’ Melbourne: “BUON LAVORO!” 

The Audio Competition entry closes on Tuesday the 4th of September- NO LATER. All entries must be placed 

on a USB and submitted to Signorina who will be return the USB to the student. 

Guidelines and permission forms will be distributed in Italian classes next week for all interested students. 

If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, please feel free to contact us at the school or drop in 

directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. We encourage you to read the school newsletter 

and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is being taught 

at school.  

Until next time, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,  

Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Language Co-ordinator (Mon/Tue) 
 

 

 

BOOK WEEK 

PARADE 

WHEN:   Monday 20 August  9am. 

WHERE:  In the Hall or outside on the turf (depends on the weather). 

WHAT:   You might ask “What is the Theme this year?” 

 

BOOK WEEK THEME 

“FIND YOUR TREASURE” 

Stay tuned into the newsletters for more information. 
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St Kilda Mums update 

NPS families donated 12 bags of winter clothes to “St Kilda Mums” over the school holiday break. 

A big thank you to the families who kindly donated clothes for our first ever winter appeal. 

In the week that the clothes were donated, St Kilda Mums had helped 142 families (232 children) 

with 162 clothing bags, 48 linen bags, 39 car seats, 17 cots and 46 prams.  

These numbers are astounding and show just how many people are in need of this fantastic 

group and the service that they provide. 
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Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or 
notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) 
or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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