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NEWSLETTER 
No. 09 – 19th April, 2018 

 
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to 

contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a  
 teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 
 

Important School Diary Dates 
 
 

2018 

 

 
Apr 21 Sat Northcote Nit Day! 
 23 Mon School Photo Day 
 25 Wed Anzac Day Public Holiday - No school 
 30 Mon Grade 5/6 Camp to Canberra until Friday 4th May 
May  8 Tue Environment Sub Committee meeting 7pm staffroom 
 10 Thu Grade 3/4 Healesville Sanctuary Excursion  
 13 Sun Mother’s Day 
 22 Tue District Cross Country 
Jun 11 Mon Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No school 
 13  Wed Division Cross Country 
 15 Fri Prep CERES Excursion 
 22 Fri Philosothon 
 29 Fri Last Day Term 2 – 2.30pm Finish 

 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
Prep Brooke – Luca BV    3/4 Kate – Ripley G  

Prep Laura – Nada B     3/4 Hilary – Andreas M 

Prep Pip – Henry P     3/4 Leah – Connor H 

1/2 Heather – Oscar C       3/4 Steven – Grace H M  

1/2 Linda – Uma N        3/4 Sharif – Sonny F 

1/2 Stephanie – Ned L    5/6 Janelle – David M  

1/2 Anita – Addis M     5/6 Natasha – Theo T 

1/2 Nicole – Eve G     5/6 Penny – Grace P 

        5/6 Tracy – Hannah A 
 

 

Northcote Nit Day 

We have had reports of nits through multiple year levels. Please check your 

children’s hair this Saturday and treat if necessary. 
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Greetings … 

Welcome back everyone! 
So lovely to see you all back at school ready to start Term 2 and I trust that you all had a relaxing break over 
the Easter and term holiday period.  Wasn’t the weather sublime!  We are looking forward to an action 
packed term full of learning. I trust that together we can continue building what is a wonderful school 
where we aim to provide the best education possible for each child.  
 
After two weeks of holidays, it is important for families to establish good routines to enable children to be 
at school on time and to undertake their homework tasks in an organised and timely manner. Good routines 
certainly help reduce stressful and upsetting situations. Starting with sleep- Children need to have adequate 
sleep to keep their brains working to their full potential during the day; 6 to 9 years old need approximately 
10 to 11 hours whilst 10 to 12 year olds need an average 9 to 10 hours sleep. Good nutrition and a diet full 
of fresh fruits, vegetables, proteins and dairy products are a must. Encouraging nightly reading tasks and 
valuing the importance of learning and school life all contribute to a positive learning environment. Setting 
time each day to talk with your children and enjoy their day’s events can make a huge difference. Focusing 
on the positive aspects of the day can help us all improve our outlook on life. 
 
Welcome new students  
Brothers Max (year 1, Heather) and Arno (year 6, Tracy) have joined our school this term.  On behalf of our 
school, I would like to extend a warm welcome to Max, Arno and family to the Northcote Primary School 
Community.  Make sure when you meet them, that you give them a big hello! 
 
Student Achievement 
Year 1/2 writers 

Towards the end of last term, the year ½’s had an incursion called ‘PLANKS’ and this is what the different 

children had to say about it. 

 

On Friday we did the PLANKS incursion. It was really fun. We got into groups and built structures. Then 

we had to knock it down even though they were amazing. By Holly W. and Drue 

 

We were all doing something different with the planks. Some people made new friends. We could all put 

in our ideas together and we could all make our amazing buildings. By Adelle and Camryn N 

 

We had a PLANKS incursion. It was fun. It was exciting. We built a helicopter. It was 2 metres. By Edward 

P. and Tol P. 

 

It was the best day ever and the worst day ever. The best day because we got to make it. The worst day 

because we had to break it. By Zac Y  

 

PLANKS was the best day in the world. I forgot it was on Friday and I chose to actually come to school and 

I was lucky because it was PLANKS day. We could build anything. There were giant buildings with people 

inside it. One building even went over Kate’s head. By Ned L. 

 

I liked that it had a lot of PLANKS. I made a big house. Some kids made wide things, big things, tall things, 

low things. By Ella S 
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Prep Writers 

The Preps have been learning about Narratives and the process of how to write a story. We have learnt 

about characters, settings and what happens in the beginning, middle and end of a story. 

We wrote a one together, using ideas from lots of different students. We then wrote our first narrative for 

the year. We hope you enjoy our story. 

 

Julian the Sheep  

by the 2018 Preps 

Once upon a time there was a sheep called named Julian. One day he was went walking through the 

woods. 

When he was walking through the forest he saw an owl. Julian the sheep said hello to the Owl.  

“My name is Morrison”, said the owl. 

“My name is Julian. Let’s go eat some grass.” 

Julian and Morrison were so happy eating the grass, that they got so fat, that they began to roll and roll 

and roll, all the way out of the forest. 

“We are so fat!” said Morrison. “We should do some exercise” Julian suggested. 

So they did 100 sit ups, 100 push ups and 100 star jumps. Then they were back to normal. 

From then on Morrison the Owl and Julian the Sheep were best of friends. They gave each other a hug 

every day. 

 

The end. 

 
Parents of Prep to Year 4 students – Tri-Skills starts Friday 20th April 
Please don’t forget, Tri-Skills gymnastics is starting for students in years Prep to year 4, this week on Friday 
20th April.  We would not like any child to miss out but are unable to allow them to participate if payment 
has not been made.  Please check with your child’s teacher/s or the office staff as soon as possible, if you 
are unsure whether you have done this.  The Triskills charge was listed as part of the 2018 fees on the Parent 
Payment Statement sent home in February.  If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please contact me at 
the office to discuss. 
 
Emergency Maintenance Works update 
We have finally seen the scaffolding come down!  Whoo hooo!  The repair and painting of both rooves is 
nearly complete and if you look up now, you can see the clean, crisp finish of the roof timber works and no 
broken and wayward tiles on the roof.  The school is looking very fresh, finally!   
 
The emergency reinstatement works have continued inside the Administration block, (specifically the 
general office and the corridor leading down to Ross’ office) with carpet and floor boards pulled up to 
ascertain what has to be repaired.  The administration office is now located in the Library and will remain 
there for the next 3 weeks whilst dusty repair work is carried out.  Whilst the Library space is closed we are 
aiming to have a box of books available in each team area for children to continue to borrow.  Don’t forget 
to access the local Darebin Library just up the road to keep your children’s quota of books up.   
 
The staff male toilets are also finally getting a face lift, read serious reinstatement.  They have been stripped 
out and will be refitted soon.   
 
ASBESTOS REMOVAL ON SATURDAY (21st April) 
Please note, asbestos will be removed from the school building on Saturday.  Please do not come onto the 
school site.  A hygienist will be in attendance to measure the air quality and provide clearance for the school 
to be occupied again.   
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Capital Works Community Consultation meeting 
Last night, 30 or so enthusiastic parents and teachers attended the Capital Works Community Consultation 
meeting.   
 
Clarke Hopkins Clarke architects’, Simon and Jim, made a presentation to the group to clarify the 

parameters of the Capital Works Project and Master Planning, according to Department of Education 

guidelines, impact of the Victorian School’s facilities entitlements on design possibilities, summary of 

feedback from students, parents and staff, design principles for contemporary education and planning for 

rectification of existing maintenance issues that would need to be addressed throughout the project.  

With that information, CHC presented 3 options for the group to discuss and provide feedback on. There 

were many questions, feedback for consideration, and comments by the group.  The discussions, 

questions and feedback, will further support CHC and School Council with their deliberations.   

 

School Council are looking forward to sharing with you, a draft of the Master Plan. 

 

Prep Enrolments for 2019 

Can’t believe it is that time of the year again!  Tours for prospective parents will commence on Tuesday 8th 

May at 9.00am, and continue for most weeks this term, on either a Monday or Tuesday.  We have had 

many enquiries and bookings already and tours are filling up fast. 

If you know of any parents who are considering schools for their children for 2019, please let them know 

about our great school, and to ring our office to book in for a tour.   

Siblings commencing Prep in 2019 – enrol now! 

If you are a current family with children in the school and you have a child due to commence in 2019, I 

strongly advise you to fill in an enrolment form and lodge it at the office.  Once tours commence, 

enrolments will fill up fast and we’d like to ensure a place for siblings of current families as soon as 

possible.    

 

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY: WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK  

The Attitudes to School survey is an annual survey for Years 4 - 12 students offered by the Department of 

Education and Training. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students’ 

perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and 

activities to improve your child’s experience at school. Students in Year 4 - 6 will participate in this year’s 

survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous and the survey will take approximately 45 minutes to 

complete and is administered during class time. The survey results will be reported back to the school at 

the end of July. Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information?  

 

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM- LITERACY AND NUMERACY (NAPLAN)  

The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment 

for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. Students in year 3 and 5 will participate in tests in reading, writing, 

language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy on 15th, 16th and 17th May 

2018. NAPLAN tests will be conducted here at school and Year 3 & 5 classroom teachers will ensure 

students are familiar with the test format and will provide appropriate support and guidance. The best 

way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to reassure your child that NAPLAN tests are just one 

part of their school program and to urge them to simply do the best they can on the day.  

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL FETE  

School council was very excited to review the final figures from the fete. 

We reiterate our congratulations to everyone involved making the fete such a successful day 

Once again the fete raised a record amount, significantly bolstered by the generous donation by Jellis 

Craig of an auction to auction. 

Normal fete operations raised just over $46,000 and the auction raised a further $15,000. This brings the 

total to roughly $61,000. 

School council looks forward to finding the best way to use these funds to enhance educational support 

to students. 

Ian Taylor 

School Council President. 

National Youth Leadership Conference 

From 29 applications, teachers had the very tough job of selecting 12 students to attend the 

National Youth Leadership Conference held at the Melbourne Convention Centre on Monday. 

The standard was incredibly high and the teachers we very impressed by the effort that had been 

put in. Students were selected on their understanding of leadership, presentation, motivation for 

applying and the opportunities they saw for others. Congratulations to Liam, Lucas, Phoebe, Eva, 

Grace, Ned, George, Esca, Riley, May, Maya and Olivia. All applications are on display outside 

downtown. Here are their thoughts on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We are all born with two eyes two ears and one mouth,” John Coutis told us this at the National 

Young Leaders Day 2018, which 12 year sixes from 

Northcote Primary School attended. This day is 

organised to encourage and inspire over 4000 

students across the state. The speakers this year 

were Cosentino – the world famous magic man 

and illusionist, Harrison Craig – winner of the 

second season of The Voice, Gemma Triscari – an 

Australian women’s team cricketer, and John Coutis 

– a double leg amputee from an early age, who the 

vast majority of us agreed was the best, funniest, 

most thoughtful and inspirational speaker. Each 

speaker shared extremely valuable life lessons and 

advice on the qualities of a leader. 
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NORTHCOTE SWIMMERS AND PARENTS HAVE DONE IT AGAIN!  

Congratulations on a champion effort by our students at the recent Division Swimming Carnival. They 

kept up their momentum from last week’s local district carnival, with ALL of them qualifying for the 

Regional level next week. We are very proud of you all! And the parents involved have been very 

supportive, especially with a few car shuffles from Athletics to Northcote Pool. Thank you all for helping 

our students enjoy these opportunities and celebrating with them.  

 

 

Regional Swimming Carnival – 

Wednesday 14th March - Northcote Pool - 9.30am to 1.30pm 

GOOD LUCK TO THE NPS REGIONAL TEAM: Asha Sheehan, Eliza Burge, Julia Rossi Hunt, Ava Smith, 

George Teague, Kai Sanders, Sam Francis, Lucas Chick, Mackenzie Byrnes and Isobel Nance. 

 

DIVISION RESULTS:  

Medley Relay – Boys 

Sam, Kai, Lucas, George     2nd 

Medley Relay – Girls 

Asha, Ava, Julia, Eliza       1st 

 

Boys   9/10      Freestyle   Sam Francis  1st 

Girls    11        Freestyle  Eliza Burge     2nd 

Boys 12/13     Freestyle  George Teague  1st 

Boys   9/10     Backstroke  Lucas Chick     3rd 

Girls    11       Breaststroke  Ava Smith    1st 

Girls  12/13    Breaststroke   Julia Rossi Hunt 4th 

Boys   9/10       Butterfly  Sam Francis    2nd 

Girls    11           Butterfly  Eliza Burge      2nd 

Boys 12/13    Butterfly  George Teague    1st 

Girls  12/13   4 x 50m Relay 

Julia, Asha, Mackenzie, Isobel     3rd  

 

 

SCHOOL HOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL. 

Wow what a wonderful day we had. The weather was great and we certainly enjoyed our new venue at 

Coburg Harriers Athletic track.  It was truly an amazing day where the students encouraged one another 

and displayed excellent sportsmanship. All that hard work in your PE lessons certainly payed off with a 

sight of colourful ribbons proudly worn by all.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those 

wonderful parents who came and supported all the children in all their events. Your help with all the 

events was so appreciated and all the students loved the support given to them. Thank you also to those 

parents who gave me their feedback on how the day was for them. I will certainly use this feedback to 

improve and run another amazing carnival day next year. Finally I would like to acknowledge all our 

dedicated staff who worked all day encouraging the students to do their best and enjoy a safe, friendly 

and supportive day where everyone had the opportunity to participate in all events.  

Thank you and congratulations everybody. 

Krissy King. 
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Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any 
private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted 

by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information 
contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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Tennis Lessons!  

Term two tennis lessons are commencing at Todd’s Tennis Coaching your local tennis school just 

a 200 meter walk up to the corner of Helen St and Westbourne Gve from Northcote Primary 

School. New students are welcome to join in Beginner, Intermediate, or Advanced lessons on 

Monday, Tuesday or Friday afternoons. 

Lessons cost $140 per term for weekly lessons or $210 per term for two weekly lessons (multiple 

siblings discounts are available). New students will receive a new racket as a bonus for this term. 

We have lots of boys and girls from Northcote Primary and surrounding schools attending lessons 

so why not join in the fun with a free trial lesson.  

Please contact Matthew Todd on 0414 628 633 or mc.todd@hotmail.com if you have any 

enquiries about any of the groups. 

  

tel:0414%20628%20633
mailto:mc.todd@hotmail.com
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