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NEWSLETTER 
No. 06 – 8th March, 2018 

 
If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to 

contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a  
 teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 
 

Important School Diary Dates 
 
 

2018 

 
 
 

Mar 12 Mon Labour Day Public Holiday - No school 
 13 Tues Pupil Free Day – No school for students 
 29 Thurs End Term 1 – 2.30 pm finish 
 30  Fri Easter 
 
Apr 16 Mon Start Term 2 
 23 Mon School Photo Day 
 25 Wed Anzac Day Public Holiday - No school 
 30 Mon Grade 5/6 Camp to Canberra until Friday 4th May  

NO SCHOOL MONDAY OR TUESDAY 

A reminder there is a public holiday Monday 12 March and a pupil free day 

Tuesday 13 March so no school until Wednesday 14 March! 

 
No Pupil of the week due to public holiday 

 

Icy Poles are back this Friday! 

You will have noticed this term that we have been offering a few alternatives to 

Zooper Doopers.  

This week we will only be selling a new healthier option - Nice & Joosey sticks - 

still for only $1. 

Come and give them a try!! 

NO SCHOOL BANKING NEXT WEEK 

Due to the public holiday on Monday and the curriculum day on 

Tuesday, there will be no school banking next week. The next school 

banking day will be Monday 19th Marc 

 

 

 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Greetings … 

The 2018 NPS fete – ‘Best Fete Ever’   
That was the slogan on the winning student poster promoting our 2018 fete and by all accounts, 
I think it lived up to Tommy V’s expectations! 
 
With beautiful weather promised, the pre-dawn set up crew began in earnest and by sunrise, the 
village had emerged.  Wow!  More community helping hands arrived and we were ready to go 
by 10.00am.  And there it was, the colour, the movement, the mouth-watering aromas, drifting 
across the school yard – now our fete village.  Suddenly the crowds were at the gate and we 
were off and running.   
 
The keen and early bargain hunters flocked to the book stall and pre loved, vintage clothes and 
toys.  The plants, the bric a brac, and jams, chutneys, sauces and homemade cakes and slices, 
drew the crowds.   
 
Our baristas were busy and soon, so were the cake, barbeque and souvlaki stalls, all fired up and 
pumping out delicious food.   
 
The children needed no prompting and were off, fairly floss flying behind as they raced to the 
new rides for this year, the Scrambler, the Cup and Saucer, the Giant Slide and other rides and 
activities.  The face painting on the deck, and balloon twisting and craft over at the after care, 
soon had the attention of our children.  And then there was the forever popular dunking 
machine.  There was so much for the kids to do! 
 
After all that energy, then there was the food, glorious food to be had!  With the irresistible smells 
of the ‘barbies and souvies’, alongside the Salad Bar, folks just settled into the shaded ‘café’ 
section, relaxed, ate, and soaked up the great music, vibe and atmosphere.     
 
The Silent Auction kept people enthralled, who would end up with the auction item for a great 
price too?  As the afternoon warmed, fine beverages sold over at the Bar to quench the thirsty 
crowds.  So much to see, so much to taste, so much to smell, so much to hear.   
 
The children had such a fun time, the adults relaxed and once again, it all came together at our 
Annual NPS Fete!  Such a great feel to the day with everyone doing their bit to help out. 
 
Thank you all 
A very super huge THANK YOU and YOU, to all of our community (parents, children, staff, friends 
of parents and staff, ex-NPS students) for giving up your time, enlisting others, and generously 
supporting the success of our fete.   
Thank you to our tireless fete coordinator Pauline – So calm! 
On behalf of our community, thank you for your enormous work, enthusiasm, drive and energy 

to make our fete so successful.  I know there was a core group supporting you, and the school 

would like to extend our thank you to that group, as well as all Stall Coordinators and parents 

who worked on the day, before the day and behind the scenes.  

Thank you to our students. 

There were many current and ex-student volunteers assisting with stall set up, serving on stalls, 

helping with games and at the end of the day, helping clean up.   

Clean up & pack down 
I would also like to thank all parents, staff and children who were involved in the ‘after fete had 
finished’ clean up. Many hands made light work and we were finished in around 3 hours with 
the school grounds and buildings returned ready for school on Monday.   
Thank you Ian Taylor – School Council President 
Our fete maintenance people, who worked tirelessly prior to, during, and after the fete, sorting 
out every little and big bits and pieces, to make sure all was ok. 
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Fete Administration 

Thank you to Ian Nunn, Hayden Nunn, Charles Larkin, Lyn Ramsay, Julie Borninkhoff, and David 

Andrewartha, for the very important job of fete administration.   

 

How much did we raise? 

Ian Taylor, our School Council President, will let us know in next week’s newsletter, we are still 

sorting through reimbursements etc. but it is looking good! 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
 

SCHOOL HOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL. 
 
Wow what a wonderful day we had. The weather was great and we certainly enjoyed our new 
venue at Coburg Harriers Athletic track.  It was truly an amazing day where the students 
encouraged one another and displayed excellent sports behaviour.  All that hard work in your PE 
lessons certainly payed off with the sight of colourful ribbons proudly worn by all.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those wonderful parents who came and 
supported all the children in all their events. Your help with all the events was so appreciated and 
all the students loved the support given to them. Thank you also to those parents who gave me 
their feedback on how the day was for them. I will certainly use this feedback to improve and run 
another amazing carnival day next year. Finally I would like to acknowledge all our dedicated 
staff who worked all day encouraging the students to do their best and enjoy a safe, friendly and 
supportive day where everyone had the opportunity to participate in all events.  
 
The Results ….  
After hours of crunching numbers (with Dale’s help-thank you) here are the final results from the 
Athletics day House competition: 
  
1st place -    RED HOUSE         1,100 POINTS 
  
2nd place -     GREEN HOUSE    1.067 POINTS 
  
3rd place -     BLUE HOUSE        1, 041 POINTS 
  
4TH place -     YELLOW HOUSE    1,003 POINTS. 
  
HOW CLOSE WAS THAT!    
 
Thank you and congratulations everybody. 
 
Krissy King. 
 

Important information - Student Accident and Private Property Insurance 
The Department of Education and Training (DET), and government schools, do not provide 
personal accident insurance for students. Parents and guardians are generally responsible for 
paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. 
Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies are available from the commercial insurance 
sector.  
The Department of Education and Training also does not hold insurance nor does it accept 
responsibility for private property brought to school by students, staff and visitors.  
Students are advised not to bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school and 

are not allowed to bring any electronic toys and games to school 
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NORTHCOTE SWIMMERS AND PARENTS HAVE DONE IT AGAIN!  

Congratulations on a champion effort by our students at the recent Division Swimming Carnival. 

They kept up their momentum from last week’s local district carnival, with ALL of them qualifying 

for the Regional level next week. We are very proud of you all! And the parents involved have 

been very supportive, especially with a few car shuffles from Athletics to Northcote Pool. Thank 

you all for helping our students enjoy these opportunities and celebrating with them.  

 

 

Regional Swimming Carnival – Wednesday 14th March - Northcote Pool - 9.30am to 1.30pm 

 

GOOD LUCK TO THE NPS REGIONAL TEAM: Asha Sheehan, Eliza Burge, Julia Rossi Hunt, Ava 

Smith, George Teague, Kai Sanders, Sam Francis, Lucas Chick, Mackenzie Byrnes and Isobel 

Nance. 

 

DIVISION RESULTS:  

Medley Relay – Boys 

Sam, Kai, Lucas, George     2nd 

Medley Relay – Girls 

Asha, Ava, Julia, Eliza       1st 

 

Boys   9/10      Freestyle   Sam Francis  1st 

Girls    11        Freestyle  Eliza Burge     2nd 

Boys 12/13     Freestyle  George Teague  1st 

Boys   9/10     Backstroke  Lucas Chick     3rd 

Girls    11       Breaststroke  Ava Smith    1st 

Girls  12/13    Breaststroke   Julia Rossi Hunt 4th 

Boys   9/10       Butterfly  Sam Francis    2nd 

Girls    11           Butterfly  Eliza Burge      2nd 

Boys 12/13    Butterfly  George Teague    1st 

Girls  12/13   4 x 50m Relay 

Julia, Asha, Mackenzie, Isobel     3rd  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=gwzZ/y5P&id=E4792FC3BAF7CA63C3EEDDA8430BBD733628FED2&thid=OIP.gwzZ_y5PwLRX_2EIeVTE3QHaEi&mediaurl=http://worldartsme.com/images/boys-swimming-cartoon-clipart-1.jpg&exph=797&expw=1300&q=swimming+clip+art&simid=607990684909374319&selectedIndex=8
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Volunteers in school 

Last Tuesday Niki and I spent an hour taking a group of parents and volunteers through our 
Classroom Helpers / Volunteers training session.  This session provided guidance on how 
classroom volunteers can best assist teachers in the classroom and support students in their 
learning.  
We shared how we had learnt to read and how this has changed over time. This lead onto a 
discussion on how to help our students with reading, how children learn to read, and a model of 
a reading session between Niki and Olive. 
We are very fortunate that we have many parents, grandparents and volunteers able to lend a 
hand and support our learning programs. Completing tasks and supporting activities such as; 
hearing students read, working with a small groups, laminating and making resources and taking 
active roles on excursions and camps. We are grateful of the value our volunteers add to our 
school.  
 

Volunteer Agreement, Working With Children Check, NPS Child Safe Code of Conduct & OH&S 
Induction 

To ensure that volunteers understand their role and are suitable to work with students, a 
volunteer agreement must be signed by each volunteer and authorised by the Principal.  The 
agreement outlines the school expectations of the volunteer role and the volunteer 
responsibilities.  A copy will be given upon request to each volunteer and one is retained by the 
school.  
All volunteers need to have a current Working with Children Check card that lists Northcote 
Primary School as the place where they will be volunteering; this needs be presented at the office 
with the Volunteer Agreement. Volunteers are also required to read and sign a Northcote 
Primary School Child Safe Code of Conduct that is standard 3 from The Child Safe Standards, this 
code of conduct establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children. In 
addition to these documents volunteers must attend an OH&S induction which provides 
information about Emergency Management, DET policies and general information about first aid 
and site specific hazards. 
 

 The Volunteer Agreement and Child Safe Code of Conduct forms are available at the 
office.   

 OH&S inductions will be run in small groups and these can be arranged by contacting me.  

 A Working with Children Check is applied for on line through the Justice Department. 
When applying please state that you will be volunteering at Northcote Primary School. 

 
Register at the office 
All Volunteers MUST sign in at the school office and receive their Classroom Helpers badge 
before starting their work in classrooms.  When classroom work is finished, the badge is returned 
to the office and the volunteer must sign out.   
This is to ensure that all adults within the school are authorised to be there.  It is also to ensure 
that in the event of an emergency we have an accurate record of who is in the school and in 
which area.  
A repeat date for this program will be advertised early in term 2. 
 
Ross Bennie 
Assistant Principal 
 

 
 
Don’t forget to keep collecting the Coles Sports for Schools vouchers for our 
school.  They can be put in the collection box in the school foyer or alternatively 
in either of the Coles Supermarkets at the Plaza – we have one box in each 
store!  Tell your friends, neighbours and family to collect them too! 
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School Council News 
 
Fete, Fete, What a Great Fete. 
The current school council met for the last time last night with the Master Plan a major agenda item.   
 
School council unanimously agreed that the fete was a great day for the whole school community.  Great 
weather, fabulous music, wonderful food and fun activities – what more could you ask for?  We were also 
impressed by so many well behaved children having so much fun, so many adults volunteering so much 
time and effort to make it a great day and particular thanks to Pauline Ioannou, the tireless fete co-
ordinator who worked so hard to pull it all together on the day.  Financially, it is likely to be our best result 
ever and for fun, community spirit and showcasing the school it will be hard to top.  We also thank Jellis 
Craig for their ongoing support of the fete and their generous donation of an auction to auction. 
 
School council warmly thanks retiring School Council members.  Our sincere thanks to Miles Callaghan, 
Pauline Ioannou and Janelle Adams.  Their impressive achievements for the broader school community 
and the work of school council were acknowledged.  Congratulations also to Peter Corrie who joins 
school council and will take over the role of convenor of the Education Sub-committee.  Peter will take one 
of the positions vacated recently by Karen McLean and Chris Thompson.  Welcome Peter.  I am also 
pleased to have been appointed to the other vacant one year position on school council.  (The shorter 
time frame fits well with my short concentration span). 

Simon LeNepveu from architects Clarke Hopkins Clarke ran a consultation session updating school council 

on the process and goals for the master plan.  The process is underpinned by a focus on our school values 

and strategic goals as well as enhancing our great teaching and learning culture.  A survey will be sent to 

families soon and there will be further opportunities to be involved as the process progresses.  I encourage 

everyone in the school community to get involved and have your say on the way to building a school that 

truly reflects our values and expectations. 

The use of parent raised funds remains a major topic of conversation as we work or way through our long 

list of potential projects and improvements.  We have recently purchased two shipping containers to 

provide storage and free up current spaces for student activities.  We are finalising details of major fencing 

works to replace old and potentially dangerous fencing at OSHClub and open up access to the school 

from Henry St and Hawthorn Rd.  We are also finalising plans for reverse cycle air conditioning in four 

classrooms adjacent to the hall. 

Parent – Teacher Conference Feedback.  Kerrie tabled Sharif’s report summarising the responses to the 

survey taken after the conferences.  The overwhelming majority of the feedback was positive and 

demonstrated that the discussions had achieved their key purpose.  Some suggestions for improving the 

process included more time for discussion, time to review draft goals prior to the meeting and room for 

more private conversation.  These conferences are a great example of the innovation that can be achieved 

through the partnership between school families and our fabulous teachers.  I am very pleased to be part 

of a school council that can make these things happen. 

Working Bee – Saturday the 24th of March.  Put it in your diary now and come and join the fun (and enjoy 

the results of your hard work).  If you’ve never been to a working bee before it’s a great way to spend an 

afternoon, meeting other families, contributing to the school and leaving some tangible improvements.  

Look out for more information in the next newsletter. 

 

Don’t forget that Bakers Delight Northcote Plaza has a school support fund – did you know NPS receive a 

small contribution for any purchase where NPS is identified?  Don’t forget to tell them you are supporting 

the Northcote Primary School. 

 
 
Ian Taylor    School Council President 
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Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any 

private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted 
by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information 

contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
 

 

 

 

 

West Ivanhoe Football Club 2018 registrations are now open for girls and 

boys.    

We are located at Seddon Reserve, 103 Green Street, Ivanhoe and have a friendly atmosphere.  
Auskick runs on Saturday mornings from 9.30am to 11.00am.  We have Junior Football teams 
from under 9's to under 14's.  Matches are on Sunday with one weekday training. Generous 
Siblings Discount applies for Junior Football.  For more details or to register please go our 
website westivanhoesportingclub.org.au  For any enquiries please contact Michelle 
at football@westivanhoesportingclub.org.au 

 

http://westivanhoesportingclub.org.au/
mailto:football@westivanhoesportingclub.org.au
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GIRL GUIDES in 2018   

Friendship, fun, challenge and achievement!  

 

Girl Guides is a volunteer-run not-for-profit youth organisation that 

aims to empower girls and young women to grow into confident, 

self-respecting, responsible community members. We do this 

through our unique non-formal education programs – fun, games, 

experiences, under the care of trained volunteer Guide Leaders. 

Yarra City District Girl Guides meet weekly during school terms - 

Junior Guides ages 7-10 (Mark St. Hall North Fitzroy, Wednesday  

6.30-8PM), Girl Guides ages 10-14 (Edinburgh Gardens Community 

Rooms North Fitzroy, Tuesday 7-9PM), and Senior Guides ages 14-17 (Edinburgh Gardens Community 

Rooms North Fitzroy, alternate Mondays 7-9PM).  

Our units are open to girls and their parents to visit– come and see how you like it. Adult volunteer 

enquiries are also welcome.  

Find us online at www.guidesvic.org.au or email yarra@guidesvic.org.au. 

 

FIZZY KIDS! A Birthday Extravaganza 

An enjoyably interactive and silly comedy for kids this April school 

holidays by Isabel Angus and Friends 

Its birthday time again for adult twins Izzy Fizzy (Isabel Angus) and 

Dizzy Fizzy (David Morris), so they're throwing a Birthday 

Extravaganza show with a foolproof plan to go back in time. All 

the way back to being kids again! (Why? It’s a well-known fact that kids are the best. Ever. Full stop.) 

Izzy has built a 'high tech' Age Machine and Dizzy is 110–45 per cent sure it will work if there's enough 

silly energy in the room. Can the kids in the audience help them achieve their goal?  

In Fizzy Kids, multi-award-winning comedian Isabel Angus presents an exciting and interactive experience 

that celebrates friendship, imagination and being your own silliest self at any age. 

Fizzy Kids welcomes all ages but is well-suited to kids aged 4–11.  

Where: Melbourne Town Hall - Backstage Room  

When: 4-11 April (excl. Mon 9th) at 1.15pm  

Info & bookings: https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2018/shows/fizzy-kids  

 
  

http://www.guidesvic.org.au/
mailto:yarra@guidesvic.org.au
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