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NEWSLETTER 
No. 38 – 7th December, 2017 

 
 
 

 

If you need to contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a teacher, please email it to 
northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 

Important School Diary Dates - 2017 
 

Dec 8 Fri Icy Pole Sale 
 11 Mon Last day for School Banking 2017 
 12 Tues Grade 6 Transition to Secondary Schools Day 
   In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 1 – 10.00 to 11.00 a.m. 
 13 Wed Grade 5/6 Cybersafety Incursion with Project Rockit 
   Creative Melody Music Junior Concert - 12.30 to 1.30 p.m. 
   Creative Melody Music Senior Concert – 2.30 to 3.30 p.m. 
   Grade 6 Graduation Night – 6.15 p.m.   
 15 Fri Icy Pole Sale (last day) 
 18 Mon Grade 5/6 Assembly – Year 6 awards 
   End of Year Picnic (5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.) 
 19 Tues End of Year Picnic (back up day) 
   In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 2 – 12.30 to 1.30 p.m. 
 20 Wed Grade 5/6 Incursion with Proactivity 
   Grade 3/4 Incursion with Proactivity  
 21 Thurs Gr 5/6 Excursion to Westgarth Cinema 
   Gr 1/2 Excursion to Westgarth Cinema 
 22 Fri Last day of School – 1.30 p.m. finish 
 

Jan 30 Tues First Day of School for Children for 2018 – 9.00 a.m. start 

 

Pupil of the Week 

(Assembly Item by Grade 5/6) 

 

00J Zoe B 12B Drue C 34H Matou K-Q 56E Jonathan P 

00L Mia B 12G Georgia M 34J Rosie O’L 56N Annabelle K 

00W Tahlia B 12NK April E 34K Hildy L 56P Diesel SI 

  12S Jemimah  D-G 34L Audrey C 56S Christopher K 

  12T Fleure D   56T Elly H-H 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Greetings … 
Student Achievement 
The students in the 1/2 area, we have been building our knowledge of different types of writing. This week 

we looked at poetry and wrote our own Haikus. We had to follow a particular pattern and structure – 

 1st line: 5 syllables, 2nd line: 7 syllables, 3rd line: 5 syllables. 

 Here are some of our poems. 

Sun – by Lillian L 
 
It is really hot 
We do love the sun 
It is very bright 

Family – by Isla P 
 
Love is in your arms 
Making you feel warm inside 
Heart is filled with joy 

Motorbikes – By James T 
 
Motorbikes, awesome 
Motorbikes are amazing 
Drifting like a pro 

Beach – By Paul S 
 
Eat ice-cream, yummy 
Make sandcastles on the beach 
Swim in the ocean 

Dirt Bikes – Oliver P 
 
Dirt bikes get dirty 
I love KTM, Honda 
 Fast, furious, fun 

Flowers – Eve G 
 
Yes, I love flowers 
Spring flowers pop out with joy 
It’s good to smell the flowers 

 

2018 Staffing Arrangements 
We are currently in the midst of staff selection process for a number of vacancies.  Some of our current 
teachers will be applying for these vacancies.  However, I am able to confirm the following staffing 
arrangements for the 2018 school year: 
 
Prep  Brooke Lopuszanski – Team Leader 
Prep  Laura Wandke  
Prep  Mystery Teacher to be confirmed 
 
1/2  Linda Batten – Team Leader 
1/2  Stephanie Griffiths 
1/2  Mystery Teacher to be confirmed 
1/2  Nicole Parker  
1/2  Mystery teacher to be confirmed 
 
3/4  Steven Bruce – Team Leader  
3/4  Kate Stevenson 
3/4  Mystery teacher to be confirmed 
3/4  Leah Gibson    
3/4  Mystery teacher to be confirmed 
 
5/6  Janelle Adams – Team Leader  
5/6     Natasha Thomson 
5/6  Mystery teacher to be confirmed. 
5/6  Tracy Budin 
    
Locations of teams will remain the same as this year. 
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAM TEACHER                               TIME/DAYS                                  
Arts       Lisa Engelander           Mon-Thurs    
Italian 3 - 6      Rosa Paladino           Mon & Tues   
Italian P – 2      Elena Frazetto           Mon & Tues  
Phys.Ed      To be confirmed           Mon-Thurs  
Literacy Support – Year 1/ 2      Niki Skoullos                daily various times 
 
EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF                         TIME/DAYS                             . 
Business Manager     Lyn Ramsay   Full time 
Administrative       Jo Hurst    Part time 
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Library Technician     Susi Allender   Part time   
Integration Aide 1     Susan Dall’Osto  Part time 
Integration Aide 2     Donna Cassidy  Part time 
Integration Aide 3     Tami Cochrane  Part time 
  
Heather Dent, Andrea Read and Keziah Gillam, remain on Family Leave for 2018.  Penny Foster will join the 
Family Leave group as she is expecting her first child in February next year.  Congratulations Penny and 
James! 
 
Jennifer Haas will be taking 12 months Leave for a little rest and travel although she might do the odd relief 
teaching work. 
 
Staff Leaving 
As you can see, we have a few new staff (Mystery Teachers) and a teacher taking leave for the 2018 school 
year.   
 
The following teachers will not be returning for the 2018 school year: 
Katinka Kastner, 1/2 teacher, has decided not to return to her Northcote Primary School teaching position, 
and sadly is resigning so that she can continue teaching in Darwin.   
 
Both Lucy Jones and Emma Fulgenzi will not be returning to teaching at NPS next year, they are off to pursue 
other life options.   
 
 
Relocatable arriving Friday, 7th December –  
Hawthorn Road closure from Helen Street to High Street for the day. 
We have been given very short notice, 24 hours, but are very pleased to be notified that our new relocatable 
will be delivered and installed this Friday.  A crane will initially have to park on Hawthorn Road itself, to 
facilitate the installation.  Please ensure that you are clear of the area until all works have been completed.  
There will be a 10 metre safety zone that will be barricaded off to ensure the safety of all children, parents, 
staff and the public.  The Block will be closed for use during Friday.  All year 3/4 students will be on the main 
campus for Friday and will not access the block at all.   
 
Once the relocatable is in place, work will continue with the connection of all services.  We have been advised 
that it will be ready for school use later in January, in time for the beginning of the school year. 
 
Parent Helpers Morning Tea 
On Tuesday, 5th December, a number of parents were able to come along to our Parent Helpers Morning 
Tea.  We appreciate that not all parents are able to join us due to other pressing commitments; however, we 
feel it is still important to hold it as a symbolic and representational gesture for all our parent helpers who 
volunteer their time to our school right across the year.   
 
A number of teachers and staff and our School Council President, Ian Taylor, spoke about how appreciative 
we are to receive the support of parent helpers in such a variety of ways from: -  
 
daily changing the children’s take home books; helping work with small groups in classroom to free teachers 
up to work in more focused way with groups; vital assistance with the Junior swimming program (Try putting 
40 or so kids undies back on after swimming!  Thank you parents!!); coming on school camps to support the 
safety and enjoyment of the ‘away from home’ experience for the children; helping to transport students to 
interschool sporting events; excursion support; support in the Library; guest speakers to the class; supporting 
working bees; fundraisers; fete helpers; working groups; Parent Artist Group support and guidance with the 
very successful Whole School Production; School Council and so on and on.   
 
The staff all work very hard but cannot possibly run the programs to the high quality level they do without 
the generous volunteer support of parents, and sometimes, grandparents. 
 
Working in Partnership 
But it is more than just that.   By coming into the school and helping where you can, you are getting to know 
your child’s teachers, they have the opportunity to get to know you and together, we build partnerships that 
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make our school the great school community that we are.    Your very act of contributing and supporting 
alongside us, helps build community that supports all of our children so well and gives them that unshakeable 
sense of belonging. 
 
The staff and I, acknowledge you all and express our appreciation for the work you do in partnership with us 
for the benefit of all our students. 
 
We hope you enjoy the work you do here and gain a sense of satisfaction from your contributions and getting 
to know your child’s friends too …. and keep coming back!! 
 
Beautiful Mangoes 
Mmmmm…. I walk into our school and I smell an aroma that signals to me that summer is here … Mangoes!!  
Our delicious mangoes arrived without a hitch on Tuesday at school and many delighted children had 
magnificent mango smiles on their faces as they helped parents carry the boxes home. 
A great fundraiser for our school and a healthy one for all. 
Thank you to Sophie (parent of Rosie C in 1/2B), for helping unload the truck.   
 
NOOSHC Survey 
We would like to thank those parents who took the time to complete our 2017 NOOSHC After School and 
Holiday Program Parent Survey. We had a good response and it was pleasing to see such positive feedback 
about this important service. Overall over 92% of parents indicated that their children report feeling happy 
and safe at the NOOSHC centre, with over 88% of parents feeling welcome within the centre and over 80% 
feeling the NOOSHC program is “good” to “excellent”.  Parent input to our surveys help improve the quality 
of these services for our children and we thank you for your time in completing them. 
A few more significant school events coming up, the year 6 Graduation and final Monday morning assembly, 
the end of year school picnic and our final assembly on the last day of term. 
 
I am looking forward to catching up with many parents at these events. 
 
 

Kerrie Williams, 
Principal 
 

We need families to volunteer to water the gardens over the 

school holidays – if you can help, please email me with your 

details and week of availability,  

Many thanks in advance!  Karen (mum to Sammy 5/6S + Maddie 

1/2S) Surridge  

(k.mcwilliam@elenbergfraser.com) or M 0418 594 894.  

 

mailto:k.mcwilliam@elenbergfraser.com
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School Banking News 
 
A reminder that next Monday 11th December will be the last school banking day of the year. 
 
All tokens that have not been redeemed for rewards this year will be carried over to the New Year. 
 
If you are interested in joining the school banking program in 2018, there are information packs 
available from the school office. It is a great way to encourage children to save and they really enjoy 
receiving the small reward item after every 10 deposits.  
 
Thanks to all our banking participants for your support this year, 
 
Sue and Jo (your volunteer school banking co-ordinators) 

 

 

Thinking of having a clear out before Christmas? 

Then we want your quality secondhand items! 

We are starting our Fete Second-hand collections a bit earlier this time round. 

 Toys 

 Bric-a-brac 

 Books, CD’s, DVD’ 

 Clothes 

 No electrical items please 
Please call or email to let me know if you would like to drop off goods on 

Thursdays 3.15 p.m. or Fridays 3.15 p.m. until the end of the year. 

Deliveries to Fete Shed - near Henry St Gate. 

Thanks 

Donna Cassidy - dcassidy3070@gmail.com 

0458 320 214 

  



6 | P a g e  
 

Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse 

the products & services of any private advertiser or 
notice contained in this newsletter.  No 

responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education 
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of 

information contained in advertisements or claims 
made by them. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


