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NEWSLETTER 
No. 37 – 30th November, 2017 

 
 
 

 

If you need to contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a teacher, please email it to 
northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 

Important School Diary Dates - 2017 
 

Dec 1 Fri Last Day for Book Borrowing from the Library 
   Icy Pole Sale 
 6 Wed Mangoes Delivered to School - TBC 
 8 Fri Icy Pole Sale 
 12 Tues Grade 6 Transition to Secondary Schools Day 
   In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 1 – 10.00 to 11.00 a.m. 
 13 Wed Grade 5/6 Cybersafety Incursion with Project Rockit 
   Creative Melody Music Junior Concert - 12.30 to 1.30 p.m. 
   Creative Melody Music Senior Concert – 2.30 to 3.30 p.m. 
   Grade 6 Graduation Night   
 15 Fri Icy Pole Sale (last day) 
 18 Mon Grade 5/6 Assembly – Year 6 awards 
   End of Year Picnic (6.15 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.) 
 19 Tues End of Year Picnic (back up day) 
   In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 2 – 12.30 to 1.30 p.m. 
 20 Wed Grade 5/6 Incursion with Proactivity  
 21 Thurs Gr 5/6 Excursion to Westgarth Cinema 
 22 Fri Last day of School – 1.30 p.m. finish 
 

Jan 30 Tues First Day of School for Children for 2018 – 9.00 a.m. start 

 

Pupil of the Week 

(Assembly Item by Grade Prep) 

 

00J Lucia W 12B Hope Y 34H Ginger O 56E Rayner E 

00L William A 12G Sam F 34J Nate C 56N Besinda C 

00W Piper L 12NK Escher B 34K Tahlia T 56P Bella F 

  12S Ari F 34L Syna S 56S Israa A 

  12T Elena F   56T Maya S 
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Greetings … 
Student Achievement 
The good old days!  Years 1 and 2. 
Our year 1 and 2 students have been asking questions about the past and the present during their inquiry 
unit on ‘Connections’.  The children had to compare children of the same age but of a different era and see 
if things had changed.   
 
 
Armed with a set of questions that they had devised together, they set about interviewing their parents or 
their grandparents and brought them back to class to share with their classmates.  Here are some classic 
things they found out (anonymously of course!).  See if you identify with any of the responses 
 

1. What did you used to do after school? 
~ Played with my toys and drew pictures. 
~ My dad played soccer in the backyard and on the street. 
~ Go out in the woods and play with friends, go ice-skating. 
~ Homework and play outside in the street. 

 
2. What was your favourite toy? 
~ Cabbage patch dolls. 
~ Soccer ball was dad’s favourite toy. 
~ Batter, dolls and making a city. 

 
3. List the ways you communicated to people who lived elsewhere (e.g. Preston, Sydney, Canada, etc.) 
~ House telephone, writing a letter, payphone 

 
4. How did you travel from place to place? 
~ Car and bike, train, bus and walked 

 
5. Where did you go on family holidays? 
~ To the beach in Victoria 
~ Adelaide and the beach and overseas.  
~ The lake. 
~ Go to the country. 

 
6. What were you allowed to do by yourself? 
~ Get dressed, feed myself. 
~ Play soccer in the backyard. 
~ Go for a walk to the store, play in the woods, walk to friends’ houses. 
~ Climb trees. 
~ Cross the road to go to the milk bar. 
~ Go out with friends on bikes. 

 
7. What chores did you have to do, if any? 
~ Didn’t have any. 
~ Clean my room, help cut the grass and help wash the car. 
~ Dishes, table, clean bathroom, clean room and make my bed. 
~ Vacuum the house. 
~ Milk the cows. 

 
8.  Can you share one thing that is very different from your childhood to the children of today? 
~ There is more technology today. 
~ There was no technology, we used to play soccer, football and cricket on the street every day. 
~ No microwaves and different phones, we had record players and we had just got TV. 
~ No devices. 
~ Parent roles have changed. 
~ Spent a lot more time outside and we had very few toys. 
~ We were allowed to play in the streets by ourselves. 
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~ Shops were only open on weekdays and Saturday mornings. 
~ We used to sing ‘God save the Queen’ at assembly and there was no ‘Acknowledgement of Country’. 

 
9. Can you share words, phrases or sayings that you used or heard as a child that you don’t hear as 

much anymore? 
~ Ooops a daisy! 
~ Copycat from Ballarat, went to school and got the strap! 
~ Sticks and stones may break my bones but names will never hurt me. 
~ You got rolled but now we say you got wrecked. 
~ Struth, sheila, grouse. 

 
The children then brought the responses back and created Venn diagrams with the common items from 
each generation in the middle intersecting circles and the past and present items in the other parts of the 
circles.  How many items do you see would be classified in the intersecting circle? 
 
Hmmmm ….  
 
Lots more news but it will be covered in the School Council news section, read on! 
 

Parent Payments 2018 
 

School Fees 
Compulsory 

All students Prep 
to year 6 

Year prep to 
year 4 students 

only 
Year 5 only Year 6 only 

TOTAL Fees 
for your 

child 

Classroom 
Materials 

 
170 

    

ICT (Information, 
Communication & 

Technology) 

 
 

150 
    

Excursion Levy 
 

70 
  

 
 

 

Cultural 
Performance Levy 

 
 

30 
    

Tri-Skills 
Gymnastics 

Prep – 4 
 

 
 

30 
   

Year 5 students – 
Interschool Sports 

Levy 

 
 
 

 
 
 

34 
  

Year 6 students – 
Interschool Sports 

Levy 
   

 
 

80 
 

 
TOTALS 

CALCULATION: 
 

     

 
 

School Levies 
Voluntary 

All students Prep 
to year 6 

Year prep to 
year 4 students 

only 
Year 5 only Year 6 only 

TOTAL 
Voluntary 
Levies for 
your child 

 
Voluntary 

Curriculum Levy 

 
 

90 
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Additional costs will be invoiced during the year for Camps (years 1 – 6), Swimming (Prep – 6), District 
Sports competitions years 3 – 6.   
 

Kerrie Williams, 
Principal 
 
School Council News 
School council warmly thanks retiring School Council members.  Our sincere thanks to Chris Thompson and 
Karen McLean who have done great work convening the Education Sub-Committee.  This is a key role for 
school council and a vital conduit for sharing ideas and wisdom on broad curriculum issues and 
strengthening learning outcomes. Both of them used this role to inform their efforts and practical 
contributions to the school community. 

Fete work.  Successful events take lots of effort.  Key roles need to be filled now to make sure the day is as 
great as usual.  Co-ordinators are sought for- 

 Plant Stall, this stall made a profit of over $1,000 at our 2017 Fete and it is likely to be even more 
popular next year.  

 Second Hand Clothing, you can place first bids on the cool retro pieces that we receive. 

 Kids Stage, Karaoke, martial arts, fairy dancing, and so much more!  

Please email us at npsfete@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer or provide other support for one of the 
best days of the year! 

Congratulations to the grade 5/6 action teams who have been spruiking their wares over the last few weeks.  
Great to see those plans and efforts coming to fruition (and they probably don’t even realise they’re learning 
lots at the same time). 

Finance Sub-Committee.  A timely reminder that a great deal of thought and effort has gone into setting the 
2018 fees as outlined by Kerrie in the last newsletter.  Supporting and improving the education of our children 
while driving quality teaching and learning outcomes requires appropriate fee structures.  In a bid to ensure 
we are meeting the learning needs of our children there is a modest increase in the 2018 fees. Please refer to 
the last newsletter for details. 

 
Please keep in mind that Bakers Delight Northcote Plaza has a school support fund – did you know NPS 
receive a small contribution for any purchase where NPS is identified?  Don’t forget to tell them you are 
supporting the school (see further on in newsletter for more details). 

Environment Sub-Committee is looking for watering roster volunteers for Christmas holidays.  If you’re going 
to be nearby and have a bit of time for some leisurely summertime meditative watering, be sure to let Karen 
know. 

Karen also extends her thanks to all the sub-committee for their valuable time and contribution to this 
working group. 

 
Buildings Update.  Our new relocatable class room has been delayed and should be in place by late 
December and ready for occupancy at the start of the school year.  In the meantime other plans for improving 
the NE Campus need to go on hold. 
 
The current phase of works on the Hall will be completed in the near future and work will start on the 
“Admin.” Building, including; stormwater investigations and Geo-Technical investigation; Structural Reports; 
Roof works – valleys; gutters; fascia; painting; Male staff toilets and other repairs.  Some works to address 
plaster issues in the double storey building are also planned. 
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Annual Implementation Plan.  School Council endorsed the plan last night.  This is the final implementation 
plan for this planning cycle so next year is a big year for planning the next three years.  Stay tuned for how 
you can have your say on strengthening and extending the school. 
 
Parent/Teacher discussions of learning goals - Wednesday 21st February.    Half day at school for student.  
Children will be dismissed at 12.00 p.m. and interviews will be scheduled for the afternoon.  Aftercare will be 
available from 12.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.  This was a highly successful communication and goal setting activity 
last year.  Further details will be provided early next year. 
 
2018 Pupil Free Days – School Council set aside the following days.  Tuesday 13th March (the day after Labour 
Day).  Two further Pupil Free days to be allocated throughout the year. 
 
Master Plan.  The process of selecting architects to manage our master planning process is underway.  The 
school is represented by Kerrie and Ross on the selection process.  It is great that this vital process is 
progressing on schedule. 
 
End of year picnic.  Monday 18th December.  There will also be a craft stall running on the night too, very 
handy for gifts for the festive season.  See you all there. 

Thank You.  In her final report to school council for this year, Kerrie included thanks to all staff, class teachers 
and specialist teachers and non-teaching staff for their contribution and commitment to the children’s 
education over 2017 and the smooth running of the school.  Also to the leadership team (which includes 
almost all the staff in some way), Ross, Linda, Janelle, Brooke and Steven; the Vertical AIP team leaders – 
Penny, Nicole and Leah … and in particular Ross Bennie, Assistant Principal for his tireless commitment to 
leadership at NPS. 

Kerrie also thanked all School Council members for their continued hard work and support of the staff and 
the school programs as well as all the members of the school community who contributed to sub-committees.  
What a great and eventful year we have had.  I wish the whole school community a happy and fun festive 
season and summer holiday. 
 

Ian Taylor, 
School Council President 
 
 

Baker’s Delight School Fund 
Do you and your family shop at Baker’s Delight?  If the answer is yes or no, read on.  
Baker’s Delight have a school support fund and NPS receives a small contribution for 
any purchase where our school has been identified.  So when you are about to buy 
your next yummy baked goods, just tell them you’re from Northcote Primary School and our school then 
receives the benefit. 
 
 

Junior School Council News 
The Junior School Council are asking for WOOL DONATIONS. We have a box at the office 
ready to collect your unwanted wool, any colour, any type. We are going to YARN BOMB 
something in our playground! Thank you! 
 

The Junior School Council are asking for SAND PIT TOOLS. If you have any old spoons, plastic 
spades, tools that would be great for our sandpit, please drop them at the office in our collection 
box. Thank you! 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjpipq2yNPXAhUIbrwKHRqVCzIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.logotypes101.com/logo/bakers-delight&psig=AOvVaw3N0Nf0hSjHbKLhoFtAeVxD&ust=1511487651144696
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjV9ejD6eTXAhVDkJQKHcdgCUEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.studiosuits.com/blog/conversion-of-wool-into-fabric/&psig=AOvVaw3-JNfHTl3U2mCiLJeNtCO-&ust=1512080653710077
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1u4Ps6eTXAhWDOJQKHXFSBccQjRwIBw&url=https://www.ebay.com/p/Large-Sand-Pit-Tools-Spade-Shovel-Rake-Hoe-Kids-Beach-Play-Set-Summer-Toys/1608122939&psig=AOvVaw1GY7B1_D9OAwET-EvkJaYy&ust=1512080689086790
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Help! We need somebody. HELP! Not just anybody. HELP! 

When I was younger, so much younger than today,  

I never needed anybody’s help in any way. 

 

But now those days are [long, long] gone and I’ve changed my mind!  

Won’t you please, please help NPS???  

  

PLANT STALL 

Who doesn’t love a bit of greenery these days?! This stall made a profit of over $1,000 at our 

2017 Fete and sources tell us this stall will be even MORE popular at our next fete.  

 

SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

Volunteer as the clothing coordinator and you can place first bids on the cool retro pieces that 

we receive!! This is one of our most popular stalls with lots of great togs. 

 

KIDS STAGE 

Karaoke, martial arts, fairy dancing, and so much more! It’s a fantastic distraction for the little 

ones while mum and dad enjoy some down time on the opposite end of the school, listening to 

live entertainment on the main stage. 

 

Please email us at npsfete@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer or provide other 

support for one of the best days of the year! 

 

 

mailto:npsfete@gmail.com
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Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education 
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made 

by them. 
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