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NEWSLETTER 
No. 36 – 23rd November, 2017 

 
 
 

 

If you need to contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a teacher, please email it to 
northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 

Important School Diary Dates - 2017 
 

Nov 24 Fri Icy Pole Sale 
 
Dec 1 Fri Last Day for Book Borrowing from the Library 
   Icy Pole Sale 
 6 Wed Mangoes Delivered to School - TBC 
 8 Fri Icy Pole Sale 
 12 Tues Grade 6 Transition to Secondary Schools Day 
   In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 1 
 13 Wed Grade 6 Graduation Night   
 15 Fri Icy Pole Sale (last day) 
 18 Mon End of Year Picnic (6.15 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.) 
 19 Tues End of Year Picnic (back up day) 
 20 Wed In-house Transition to 2018 Classes No. 2 
 21 Thurs Gr 5/6 End of Year Incursion 
 22 Fri Last day of School – 1.30 p.m. finish 
 

Jan 30 Tues First Day of School for 2018 – 9.00 a.m. start 

 

Icy poles will be on sale after school this Friday from the Canteen area (outside the Library).  
Icy poles will cost $1.00 each. 

Pupil of the Week 

(Assembly Item by Grade 1/2) 

 

00J Coco L 12B Georgia R 34H Bianca BS 56E Lexie A-F 

00L Prisha B 12G Henry Mc 34J Jayden T 56N Minke C 

00W Sam M 12NK Antony J 34K Andersen W 56P Harvey O 

  12S Abigail M 34L Matthew R 56S Liam C 

  12T Tom P   56T Archer M 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Before & After School Care Survey – Last Chance! 
The Northcote Primary School - School Council is committed to ensuring that our children 
experience quality care at all times. In a bid to proactively manage the delivery of our after school 
care program, we would appreciate your completion of the survey below by 24 November 2017. It 
should only take you a few minutes. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5G7CSRS . Of course if you 
have any concerns you would like to communicate with us now or any other time, please email 
Kerrie (Principal) on williams.kerrie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
 

 
 
Greetings … 
Student Achievement 
Fantastico Italian Day! 
Congratulations to all students who enthusiastically participated in all the fun and learning on our 
bi-annual Italian day.  Rosa has included a big wrap up further on in the newsletter.  It was an 
opportunity for all students to practice their Italian language knowledge and cultural skills!   
 
Thank you Rosa for the time and effort you put into co-ordinating such a great celebration day.    
 
Our Triathletes - Congratulations 
On Wednesday, a big group of our students from grades 4 to 6 participated in the local school 
Triathalon event at Northcote Swim Centre.  They formed teams in age groups and each individual 
in the team performed a section of either, a run, swim or cycle.    Congratulations to the students 
who participated in the event with quite a number of our teams coming first as well as second and 
third!  The behaviour of our students was exemplary, well done, we are proud of you.   
 
Thank you to:  

 Steven Bruce, the year 5/6 Team Coordinator, also coordinated the entire event across the 
schools;  

 Teachers Janelle, Jon, Kate, Tracy 

 Pre-service teachers and our work experience student for their support on the day 

 Our parent group support, also fantastic as they helped in transporting the bikes back and 
forth to the venue and stayed to be a very positive vocal support for our students.   
 

Please read further on for Steve’s Tri-athletics article.   
 
Well done all for representing our school in such an exemplary manner, out there in the wider 
community.   
 
 
2018 School Fees and Levies – from School Council 
Supporting and improving the education of our children while driving quality teaching and 
learning outcomes requires appropriate fee structures. 
 
In a bid to ensure we are meeting the learning needs of our children there is an increase in the 
2018 fees.  Please see table below for details of the 2018 School Fees and Levies.  Parent 
Statements will be sent out in Term 1, 2018. 
 
(see table next page) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5G7CSRS
mailto:williams.kerrie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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School Fees 
Compulsory 

All students Prep 
to year 6 

Year prep to 
year 4 students 

only 
Year 5 only Year 6 only 

TOTAL Fees 
for your 

child 

Classroom 
Materials 

 
170 

    

ICT (Information, 
Communication & 

Technology) 

 
 

150 
    

Excursion Levy 
 

70 
  

 
 

 

Cultural 
Performance Levy 

 
 

30 
    

Tri-Skills 
Gymnastics 

Prep – 4 
 

 
 

30 
   

Year 5 students – 
Interschool Sports 

Levy 

 
 
 

 
 
 

34 
  

Year 6 students – 
Interschool Sports 

Levy 
   

 
 

80 
 

 
TOTALS 

CALCULATION: 
 

     

 

 

School Levies 
Voluntary 

All students Prep 
to year 6 

Year prep to 
year 4 students 

only 
Year 5 only Year 6 only 

TOTAL 
Voluntary 
Levies for 
your child 

 
Voluntary 

Curriculum Levy 

 
 

90 
    

 

Additional costs will be invoiced during the year for Camps (years 1 – 6), Swimming (Prep – 6), 
District Sports competitions years 3 – 6.   
 

Kerrie Williams, 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

Baker’s Delight School Fund 
Do you and your family shop at Baker’s Delight?  If the answer is yes or no, read on.  
Baker’s Delight have a school support fund and NPS receives a small contribution for 
any purchase where our school has been identified.  So when you are about to buy 
your next yummy baked goods, just tell them you’re from Northcote Primary School and our school then 
receives the benefit. 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjpipq2yNPXAhUIbrwKHRqVCzIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.logotypes101.com/logo/bakers-delight&psig=AOvVaw3N0Nf0hSjHbKLhoFtAeVxD&ust=1511487651144696
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Junior School Council News 
The Junior School Council are asking for WOOL DONATIONS. We have a box at the office ready to collect 
your unwanted wool, any colour, any type. We are going to YARN BOMB something in our playground! 
Thank you! 
 
The Junior School Council are asking for SAND PIT TOOLS. If you have any old spoons, plastic spades, tools 
that would be great for our sandpit, please drop them at the office in our collection box. Thank you! 
 
 

HOWZAAAAAAAAAT?! Hot, windy, thirsty. Fun, thrilling, challenging.  
These were the feelings experienced by the 18 Year 6s who travelled to the dusty plains of Epping on 
Tuesday. Due to the success of our teams in March, we were lucky enough to be invited to the Northern 
Regional T20 cricket semi-finals. We competed against teams from far flung places like Whittlesea and Mill 
Park. 
 
Each team played 3 pool games. Unfortunately, neither our girls nor boys team managed to win a game 
against incredibly tough and skilful opposition, meaning we couldn’t progress through to the finals. All 
players got a several free Milo drinks and soft cricket balls for their participation, plus the privilege of playing 
at such a high level of cricket. 
 
Once again, the excellent sporting attitude of our students was on display. The games were played with great 
spirit and respect for the protocols of the game. 
Well done to all players on your efforts. 
 
The players were: Luke, Mia, Connor, Elena, Adam 
C, Elly, Francis, Kiara, James, Aimee, Ridley, Alyssa, 
Christian, Billie, Jonathan H, Matilda, Ben, Besinda. 
 
Thanks also to our pre-service teachers Emily and 
Aman for helping out. 
 
Steven Bruce (Interschool Sport Co-ordinator) 

 

 
 
 
 
Parking Around the School 
A timely reminder to parents/guardians of the need to observe the parking and drop off signs around the 
school.  Please be aware that the Kiss and Go drop off zones are not for parking in.  It is to let children safely 
get out of the car (kerbside only) to enter the school and then you leave, allowing other families to do the 
same.  If you drive down Henry Street, please park on the correct side of the road.  If there are no parking 
spots available do not park on the wrong side of the road, but turn in to Hawthorn Road where there is 
another Kiss and Go drop off zone.  Another Kiss and Go zone is located in Helen Street outside the 3/4 
campus. 
 
There has also been a number of parents/guardians dropping their children off at the crossing in Helen Street.  
This is extremely dangerous for all concerned, especially the children. 
 
Darebin Council has been contacted by a number of people, and we have been informed they will be 
regularly patrolling around the school in the mornings and afternoons. 
 
Remember to set an example for your children by following the rules.  This will keep our students safe and 
reduce any unnecessary incidents from occurring. 
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2017 District Triathlon Report 
Why is it called a Triathlon? Is it because you have to try really hard? Is it because the conditions are 
very trying? Is it because there are 3 different athletic events all rolled into one? Well, the answer is 
YES to all 3 of those reasons. 
 
Wednesday 22nd November saw 108 NPS students compete at the District Triathlon at the Northcote 
Aquatic Centre and McDonnell Park. That is by far the largest number of NPS participants we’ve had 
ever! The weather was warm early and became HOT very quickly but it didn’t hinder the excitement 
and energy of all 8 schools competing.  
 
Swimmers had the best deal, spending some time in the beautiful cooling water. The runners took 
over and at least got to run through some shady areas and the cyclists needed to negotiate a 
snakelike course over lush grass, finally reaching the finish line.  
 
Of the 37 teams we entered, 17 of them came either first, second or third – a terrific result! (See 
results below). Regardless of placings, all NPS competitors deserve a big pat on the back for their 
teamwork, sporting attitude, resilience and enthusiasm. A big thanks to all parents who helped 
transport students to and from the event, assisted with organising students and for supporting the 
students. Special mention to all NPS staff involved for their support and for helping make the day a 
success – Tracy, Jonathan, Janelle, Kate, as well as pre-service teachers Aman and Emily, and work 
experience student Riley. 
 
All students in the teams that finished 1st, 2nd or 3rd will be acknowledged at assembly next Monday. 
I hope we are able to make it another successful event in 2018. 
 
Steven Bruce (Interschool Sport Co-ordinator) 
 
 

TRIATHLON PLACEGETTERS 2017 

1st place 2nd place 3rd place 

 
Tommy V/Finbar K/Edward S 
 Ava S/Claire L/Elena C 
Eliza B/Rosie O/Isabella H 
Archie N/Ollie P/Dylan D 
George T/Ned vdH/Liam C 
Kai S/Alex M/Liam C 
Connor H/Markus H/Christian 
M 

 
Elvie N/Minke C/Veronica L 
Isobel N/Lotte B/Lucy C 
Otteo PC/Markus H/Lucinda W 
Audrey D/Minke C/Aimee M 

 
Elinor H/Audrey H/Edie C 
Nonie M/Hildy L/Cloudy M 
Thomas S/Otto W/Dean P 
Natasha H/Phoebe S/May L 
Nic C/Jack S/Jesse S 
Baxter K/Jonathan H/Harry O 
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“Make a Change” musical production comments from 1/2NK (Niki/Katie) 
 
The students had to make a comment under 3 headings: Rehearsals, The Show and My Thoughts 

 
 

Name Rehearsals The Show My Thoughts 

April I felt good because if we 
didn’t practise we wouldn’t 
know what to do when it 
was for real.  We did it a lot 
of times. 

We did an 11:00 a.m. 
show and a night one. It 
was really tiring.  

I thought we had to do it 
1000 times. After I was 
knackered!!! I didn’t get to 
sleep until 9:00 p.m.  I 
thought that was silly.  

George It was really easy. I think it 
was just enough practise.  

My mum and brother 
came they liked all of it 
and I was soooo excited.  

I like doing concerts.  

Alice Very, very tiring but fun 
because I liked my bit.  The 
bobbing was fun and the 
bees are humming.  

More tiring. Our group 
was famous because of 
Zan and me and 
Hannah hugging. The 
grand finale was great 
at night. It looked so 
cool. I loved it.  

I thought that it was very, 
very tiring because we had 
to do it over and over 
again.  It was fun because I 
loved the bits.  

Hannah In rehearsals I felt happy. 
Even though they were 
tiring and repetitive! I liked 
the rehearsals. They were 
fun! 

I was nervous but I had 
fun! I got tired at the 
night show.  The shows 
were really long! I was a 
caterpillar! I was in the 
garden group in Spring! 

I liked it but it was too 
long! I think it was weird 
how the 1/2s used spoons 
for the finale.  

Corey This is so tiring” I said to 
myself. “Do we have to do 
this? It’s making me tired” I 
said to my season teacher.  

At the show I was so 
nervous when the first 
group came in.  My 
mum was in the 3rd last 
group.  

I was so happy for the 
concert.  I couldn’t wait 
until my mum was here. I 
really wanted to show her 
what I’ve been doing at 
school!! 

William S Every day we did practise 
for the big day.  It was so 
tiring that I nearly fell 
asleep.   

At the show, I saw my 
mum, dad and my 
Granny and Grandpa. 
They’re really funny.  

I think it was really funny.  I 
was embarrassed happy 
and having fun.  

William P It was a big day that day 
and we did 12 
performances. We started 
off as a rap. A girl started 
off and then it was our 
turn. We danced on and 
on then it went to stop.  

The time the bell went it 
was so loud it hurt our 
ears. I went to my 
position. We saw the 
parents come in. It was 
a huge pack. 

It was great. I want to do it 
again. I loved it so much.  

Kavin I think the rehearsals were 
tiring but we still have to 
practise. 

I think the show was 
exciting.  

I felt excited because I 
have not stayed up that 
long.  
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FINAL ITALIAN DAY UPDATE 2017 

WOW! CHE GIORNATA! (What a day!) 

 

Our Italian Day at Northcote Primary School on Tuesday the 21st, November was a tremendous success! The 

sun came out, the parents came to assist and the children enjoyed the varied cultural activities and had lots 

of fun!  

‘Bella Italia’ was our theme and the students looked terrific with their attire. It was a sea of verde, bianco e 

rosso! There were: Chefs, Pizzas, Soccer players, Ferrari drivers, Mario e Luigi, La Befana, Pinocchios and 

even a few ‘Signorina’s’. I am told by many parents that the students planned their 

Italian Day outfit from earlier in the year! 

The day began with students organising themselves into their groups 

on the ABC Turf to a song ‘Sto Bene Cosi’ followed by ‘Tarantella’ music. 

The school community was then welcomed and were introduced to our special guests.  

The Vice President of The Dante Alighieri Society Melbourne, Ms Mary Marcuccio formally acknowledged 

the hard work and high standard that our students produced for the state wide competitions, in particular 

to our Year 5/6 students who entered and dominated the state wide Multimedia competition. Both Kate and 

Besinda in Year 6 were formally presented with their awards and a plaque was presented to Kerrie for our 

schools achievements. The Italian National Anthem was played and Ms Marcuccio formally opened our day 

with the cutting of the ribbon. Then, the games began. 

The turf and the basketball courts were transformed into mini soccer clinics! Our P.E. teacher Jonathan 

mentored some of our 5/6 students who ably took on a leadership role to take soccer clinics with the middle 

and junior school. These students enthusiastically provided a variety of activities for students in 

Years Prep to 4. From a distance, it seemed like a river of colour. The students thoroughly 

engaged with what they were doing.  

Bocce with Adeglia and Mario from The Furlan Club, took place in the Hall where the students experienced 

a traditional Italian sport. The students listened well and practiced their skills with the experts! Teachers 

provided Bocce sessions from Prep to Year 4’s. The Prep students created a Pinocchio puppet and others 

practiced their number and Maths skills with ‘The Tower of Pisa’. The students learnt a little more about 

Michelangelo and about artists. Roberto ‘The Connie’ gave an engaging presentation about Italian history in 

Melbourne and the students enjoyed the history cards they received. There was laughter and lots of cheering 

at The Waiter’s Race where the students juggled jugs of water and trays! 

This is what these days are all about! It is about learning new things in a fun and different way, and being 

immersed in a variety of activities to learn more about the Italian language and culture. It’s about working 

as a community, as a team for the children of our school! We had some parents visit the school on this day 

and I thank you for your positive and encouraging comments. 

Our Italian Day would not have been successful if it was not for the overwhelming help, enthusiasm and 

support from a number of special people.  

 

GRAZIE MILLE (Many Thanks) to: 
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 Karen for her generosity with the donations for the mini hampers for our day and to Sammy and 
Elvie for having the idea and making this a reality. 

 Maz who volunteered to assist and co-ordinate the parent helpers on the day. 

 Olga and Maz who cleaned up the canteen in preparation for the day. 

 ALL the parents who supported us for the whole day!! 

 Chris for picking up our gelato. 

 ALL the parents who came on our special day to assist with setting up the Waiter’s Race, assisting 
teachers with activities, pre-lunch organisation and pizza distribution (what a pizza challenge!!)  
gelato pick up and  distribution, and the cleanup. Your presence, enthusiasm and assistance were 
very much appreciated from all of us! The laughs as well! 

 Grazie to : Maz, Olga, Ria, Karen, Jean, Marjiana, Diana, Bianca, Julie, Louisa, Charis, Kyria, Ainslie, 
Greg, Marco, Chris, Clair, Rosie, Meaghan, Pauline, Sandra, Sue, Danny, Joy, Belinda. My sincere 
apologies if I have missed anyone, please let me know if I have. 

 The outside organisations and special guests who assisted us on our day and who spoke so highly 
about our school and of our students: Mary Marcuccio, the Vice President of The Dante Alighieri 
Society Melbourne, Sara from Il Globo, the Italian Newspaper, Adeglia and Mario from The Furlan 
Club who provided us Bocce and Roberto from ‘The Connies’.  

 Lunch was provided by Maku’s Pizza on High St (formally Connie’s Pizza). Ranjit and his team ensured 
that the produce was fresh for our community. The students loved that pizza! 

 Steve, the Manager of IGA on High St for providing us with our gelato and icy poles and with other 
bits and pieces. 

 Jonathan our P.E. teacher for mentoring and assisting some of our 5/6 students to take soccer clinics 
from Prep to Year 4. 

 Alex M, Dean, Ned and George (5/6’s) students who volunteered to take soccer clinics for the day for 
the Year 1/2’s and 3/4's.  

 Makari, Grace, Aimee, Kate, Mia, Alyssa and Kiara (5/6’s) who took it in turns to run soccer drill for 
our Prep students. 

 MY ITALIAN COMMITTEE - for all of your assistance and enthusiasm on our day.  

 Elena for assisting with the picking up of resources, including the two large Australian and Italian 
flags, assisting our Bocce guests, collating numbers and assisting with a numbers of various others 
tasks. You are superbo and I appreciate your support and enthusiasm!! 

 All the staff of Northcote Primary for their fabulous support and enthusiasm. What a team!  

 All the children for their fabulous attire and for your enthusiasm! You all looked terrific and thank 
you for all your ‘grazies.’ 

 

Again, many thanks to all who helped make this year’s Italian Day such a wonderful and special day for our 

students. 

Until the next Italian Update, keep smiling, 

Saluti (cheers) and buone vacanze (happy holidays)! 

Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher (3-6) and Co-ordinator. 
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Help! We need somebody. HELP! Not just anybody. HELP! 

When I was younger, so much younger than today,  

I never needed anybody’s help in any way. 

 

But now those days are [long, long] gone and I’ve changed my mind!  

Won’t you please, please help NPS???  

  

PLANT STALL 

Who doesn’t love a bit of greenery these days?! This stall made a profit of over $1,000 at our 2017 

Fete and sources tell us this stall will be even MORE popular at our next fete.  

 

SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

Volunteer as the clothing coordinator and you can place first bids on the cool retro pieces that we 

receive!! This is one of our most popular stalls with lots of great togs. 

 

KIDS STAGE 

Karaoke, martial arts, fairy dancing, and so much more! It’s a fantastic distraction for the little 

ones while mum and dad enjoy some down time on the opposite end of the school, listening to 

live entertainment on the main stage. 

 

Please email us at npsfete@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer or provide other 

support for one of the best days of the year! 

 

 

mailto:npsfete@gmail.com
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Playground Ideas and the Year of Awesome 
 

Let’s Change the World! Starting NOW! 
 
Playground Ideas is a Melbourne based non-profit that allows anyone, anywhere to create their 
own play space for children using locally sourced and recycled materials. To date, they have 
supported over 1,800 play projects in over 140 countries. 
 
This year Northcote Primary School has the chance to partner with the team at Playground Ideas 
for its inaugural Year of Awesome campaign to help the school raise funds. At the same time, 
Playground Ideas are also raising critical funds to help kids around the world get a chance to 
play, break the cycle of poverty, and thrive! 
 

So, what’s it all about? 
Playground Ideas is fundraising through a fabulous raffle, with over $17,000 worth of prizes. 
Tickets cost just $5. We have partnered with Northcote Primary School so that any tickets bought 
through the special link below will support both Northcote Primary School and the Year of 
Awesome campaign to support kids around the world to have access to creative, stimulating 
play spaces: half of the ticket price will go to each. We need your help to sell tickets. And it’s easy. 
Just share the link below via email or through your social networks. You don’t even need to leave 
the house, or your couch for that matter. 
1. Share the link below 
2. Buy tickets and share the link to get more tickets – for free! 

 
https://playgroundideas.org/year-of-awesome/northcote-primary-school/  
 
Up to 50,000 tickets will be sold and ticket sales end on the 6th of December, 2017. 
Here’s a sneak-peek of 3 of the 15 AWESOME prizes on offer: 
 
1. 9 day Intrepid Travel Family Adventure to Vietnam, valued at $10,441.00 
2. 3 day Intrepid Travel Family Victorian Adventure Loop, via the Great Ocean Road and the 

Grampians, valued at $2,176.00 
3. Lakeshore House, Daylesford. A luxury lakeside weekend for 8 people valued at $1,700.00 
 
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL LIST OF PRIZES 
Click here for terms and conditions  
 
 

Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education 
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made 

by them. 
 

(see next page) 

https://playgroundideas.org/year-of-awesome/northcote-primary-school/
http://playgroundideas.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=73C3739&e=BB7851&c=6BFF8&t=0&email=TsFcCICbv5LNlK1fHuy8nk9lFNQXG8WJNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=2
https://playgroundideas.org/raffle-terms-and-conditions/
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GIRL GUIDES in 2018   

Friendship, fun, challenge and achievement!  

 

Girl Guides is a volunteer-run not-for-profit youth organsation that aims to empower girls and 

young women to grow into confident, self-respecting, responsible community members. We 

do this through our unique non-formal education programs – fun, games, experiences, under the care of trained 

volunteer Guide Leaders. 

Yarra City District Girl Guides meet weekly during school terms - Junior Guides ages 7-10 (Mark St. Hall North Fitzroy, 

Wednesday  6.30-8PM), Girl Guides ages 10-14 (Edinburgh Gardens Community Rooms North Fitzroy, Tuesday 7-

9PM), and Senior Guides ages 14-17 (Edinburgh Gardens Community Rooms North Fitzroy, alternate Mondays 7-

9PM).  

Our units are open to girls and their parents to visit– come and see how you like it. Adult volunteer enquiries are also 

welcome.  

Find us online at www.guidesvic.org.au or email yarra@guidesvic.org.au. 

http://www.guidesvic.org.au/
mailto:yarra@guidesvic.org.au
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