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Important Dates & Information
Important Dates 2019
 
June
07     Fri             Tri Skills Prep to 4
10     Mon         Queens Birthday Public Holiday - No School
11     Tues        Student Free Day - No School - OSHC Program is running 
                            Book you place now.
12     Wed         School Banking
14     Fri             Tri Skills Prep to 4
15     Sat            Working Bee - concentrating on the 3/4 block
18     Tues        Art Incursion - 5/6
19     Wed         Maths Olympiad - Contest 2 - Grade 6
20     Thur        CSI Mini Boss Incursion - Grade 1/2
21     Fri             Tri Skills Prep to Grade 4
25     Tues         Prep Bravehearts' Incursion 2.30pm
27     Thur       3 Way Conferences - Alternative Program 9.00am - 3.30pm.                                 
                                                   Outside School Hours Care to run as normal.
28     Fri             Tri Skills Prep to rade 4
28    Fri             Last day of Term 2 - 2.30pm Finish
 
Term Dates
Term 2 Tues 23 Apr - Fri 28 Jun -     2.30pm dismissal
Term 3  Mon 15 July - Fri 20 Sept -  2.30pm dismissal -
                                                                       Please note Pupil free day Fri 26 July
                                                                       & Monday 9th Sept
Term 4  Mon 7 Oct - Fri 20 Dec -       1.30pm dismissal
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Greetings from Kerrie
Student Achievement
Year 6 Leadership – Austin I, Lily P, Elena C, Charlie M and Rosie O
Emerging leadership was on display when a group of year 6 students volunteered to be part of the
planning committee for the 2019 year 6 Graduation event.  An opportunity arose to raise some funds
for the event by participating in the bake sale at the Nancybird warehouse sale last weekend. 
 
Our community of bakers got to work and donated delicious goods for their stall and they were off and
running.  The students attended the stall last Saturday morning and eagerly sold the yummy goods to
the public. 
 
Well done Austin I, Lily P, Elena C; Charlie M and Rosie O for volunteering your time along with the
rest of the Graduation committee and other members of the grade six community, Thank you for your
time & effort to help raise funds for the graduation.  It’s great to see your leadership in action.  Please
see their article below.
 
Thank you parents and community for the successful bake sale
A HUGE thank  you to all the parents who donated baked goods for the sale, the parents and students
who worked hard all day and the families who came along to buy all the fabulous goodies! A big thank
you to Kristy’s Cakes (@kristy.brunner.cakes) and Northcote Homemade (@northcotehomemade) as
they were both big donors and also Nancybird for inviting us to have the bake sale.
 
The smell of warm cupcakes wafts through the air at the Nancybird warehouse overwhelming the
smell of all the dust and leather. It all began at 8:30 on Saturday 1st June when we began to set up the
NPS Graduation Fundraiser adventure. There were so many donations. We were constantly re-
stocking and juggling delicious baked goods.
 
We were feeling really good about taking responsibility and being useful doing all the serving and
giving people change and representing our amazing school.
We’re part of the Graduation Committee and it’s been a great experience to have this leadership
opportunity and to have such a powerful voice in our graduation. We’re all enjoying making lasting
memories of our Final year at NPS.
 
Elena Cooke, Charlie Mitchell and Rosie O’Loughlin who are part of the 2019 Graduation Committee
 
Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences – Thursday 27th June
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Student Voice and Agency
Part of our new School Strategic Plan will be a goal that will focus on the fundamental importance of
empowering students and the contribution that student voice, agency and leadership make to
improving student outcomes, health and wellbeing.
 
We believe that opting for a 3-way conference, where your child attends and is actively involved in a
conversation about their achievements and future learning, provides your child the opportunity to
exercise voice, agency and leadership in their own learning.
 
3-way conferences encourages your child to find their voice in a supportive environment.  This in turn
will increase their engagement and enrich their participation in the classroom learning, the school and
the community.
 
We are trying to help students to ‘own’ their learning and development, and create a positive climate
for learning at our school.  We are open and transparent with your child about where they are at with
their learning and where they are going next and what they need to do to get there.  Teachers have
realistic and supportive conversations with children all the time about reflecting on their learning and
effort and discussing how they are going and what they might need to improve.  The final part of this
ownership, is to sit with you and their teacher, and have these discussions together. 
We strongly encourage you to support your child’s agency and voice by opting for a 3way conference. 
 
Parents/caregivers will still be able to choose between two types of meetings, both of 15 minutes
each. Please indicate to your child’s teacher which interview you would prefer.
 
1.      A 3 Way conference where the student is present for the majority of the meeting and the option
of the other part of the meeting could be just between the teacher and the parent/carer without the
student present if necessary.
 
Or ..
 
2.      A parent/carer teacher meeting without the student present.
 
Like last year, you will be able to book in for a meeting time with your child’s teacher on Compass.  All
details are on the ‘3 Way Conferences and Student Reports’ page of the newsletter (see separate tab).
 
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM - Thursday 27th June 9.00am – 3.30pm
 
Children are not required to be at school on Thursday 27th June except for the period of the 3 way
conference, if you selected this option.  Children only attend for their conference with teachers and
parents to discuss their learning progress and report.
 
There are no regular classes operating during the day of the Three Way Conference/Parent teacher
meetings as classroom teachers will be involved in conferences all day.  An alternative program will
operate for parents who are unable to make other care arrangements. Only students who are
registered for the alternative program can attend, as we need to make staffing arrangements in
advance.  For example, your 3WC is scheduled for 12.00 p.m. and you have had your child with you
until then.  You bring your child to school for your conference and they leave with you – your child
cannot stay on at school after that as we won’t have the required number of relief staff to cater for
unplanned, increased numbers.
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Farewell Jo Hurst
This week, I received Jo Hurst’s resignation notice. Jo has a long history with Northcote Primary
School.  Jo attended the school herself as a student and later sent her three children (all grown adults
now!) to the school.  Jo herself has worked in the school, on and off for 23 years as an integration aid
and as Office Administration.  You have probably heard her reassuring voice when you have called the
school and /or she has called you to let you know about your sick child.  Jo is well known to the
children who have to come in to the sick bay as she is famous for being Dr.Jo and doing her magic to
fix up the little woes and wonders and managing to get a little smile from even the most hurt child.
 
Jo is a highly valued member of our staff and she will be missed at our school.  Jo feels it is time to
explore new ventures.  On behalf of our community, we thank Jo for being a vital part of the Northcote
Primary School Community for so long and wish Jo all the best for her next adventure. 
Jo’s last day will be next week, Wednesday, 12th June.
 
Building works update
Due to the building works beginning soon, the following arrangements have been put into place:
 
Kelly Sports

on wet days, Kelly sports will be held under the covered areas outside as the Hall will be
unavailable.

Chess Club
will be relocated into the prep area from 12th June onwards until the Hall building is available.

Physical Education lessons
on wet days will be relocated into classrooms as the Hall will be unavailable.

 
The temporary library locations
Until all the building works are completed:

The junior Prep - 2 library will be in the prep mezzanine area.
The senior library, 3 – 6, will be in the 3/4 classroom with the ramp on the 3 /4 campus.
Both libraries will cater for all student reading levels and all students will be encouraged to
borrow from the new library locations.

 Warm Regards,
Kerrie
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School Council Update
We need you!
With planning now underway for the 2020 School Fete, our dedicated fete preparation community
are seeking a team or individual to lead them.  
If you would like to be a part of the 2020 Fete planning team, get in touch with Sam Corrie (0437
243 346) or Melanie Ryan (0418 845 181)
 
Your School Council
The Northcote Primary School Council is made up of parents and teachers who work together with
the broader school community to ensure we are making it the best it can be for the students.
We work across five core committees and come together as a council to provide input and
oversight to the school’s operation and evolution. The committees are shown here:

As stated by the Department of Education, “School councils play a key role in Victorian
government schools. As the governing body, a school council can positively influence the quality of
education provided to students in their school.”
Non-council members/ parents also sit on the Environment, Education, Community and NOOSCH
committees and parents are welcome to attend these four committees at any time.
Committee Dates
 
Committee Dates
School Council Meeting 
12/06/2019; 7/08/2019; 4/09/2019; 30/10/2019; 4/12/2019; 26/02/2020. New school council
induction and welcome 3/2020.
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 Community Subcommittee  
Dates coming soon. School Community are welcome.
Education Subcommittee 
Monday 27/05/2019, 7pm, staff room. School Community are welcome.
Environments Subcommittee 
4/06/2019; 30/07/2019; 27/08/2019; 22/10/2019; 26/11/2019 – Community are welcome.
Finance Subcommittee 
5/06/2019; 31/07/2019; 28/08/2019; 23/10/2019; 27/11/2019 – School Council Finance Committee
members only.
NOOSCH Subcommittee
7/6/19; 19/7/19; 30/8/19; 11/10/19; 22/11/19 – Community are welcome - meetings take place at
8.15am
 
Your School Council Members
Over the next few weeks we will be introducing you to your school council members, so you can
reach out and say “hi”.
 
David Andrewartha – Finance Committee Treasurer  
I currently have two boys at NPS who are in Prep and Grade 2, and their two sisters will join them
in the next several years. So, with this in mind, early last year I thought it would be a good idea to
become involved in School Council. It has been a great experience so far and given me further
insight into the dedication of the teachers to the education and development of our children.
I am sure like many parents, I don’t often have the chance to see extended periods of school time.
So, it was a real highlight and very rewarding to attend the Grade 1/2 camp last year as a parent
volunteer. For those facing sending their Grade 1 child off on school camp for the first time this
year, please embrace it. It is a rich experience for the students, testing them both mentally and
physically, and providing great levels of satisfaction on the challenges that they face – from giant
swings to sleeping in a room with other students!     
As a council member, I draw on my experiences as a lawyer, previous career as a plantation
forester in Gippsland, 16 years as an officer in the Army Reserves, and two years instructing
outdoor education to students overseas. This year I am the convenor of the Finance Subcommittee
or Treasurer, taking over the role from Julie. I have been involved in counting for the School Fete
for the last two years and have been very impressed by the quality of the Fetes.
The School (our children) benefit from the huge amount of time an effort that all the volunteer
parents and carers contribute each year. And there continues to be a lot going on in the School
and the support of specialists and interested people is always gratefully received - please consider
contributing to the subcommittees. Hope to see you all at the next working bee.  
 
Julie Borninkhof - School Council President & Finance Committee
Member 
I am a passionate advocate for the health and wellbeing of local
communities. As a Deputy CEO and Clinical Psychologist, I love getting to
build and shape health services through community consultation and co-
design. My visual art background means I often do this in creative and
innovative ways. My husband David, my daughter Olive (1/2 Anita) and I
love our Northcote Primary School family. We are so proud to be a part of
such a creative and committed community where our children learn to be
the best little people they can be, taught by such a dedicated teaching
team. I have been a School Council Member or the past 2 years. As School Council President, I
am committed to supporting the community to work together to create the best learning
environment for our kids.
To do this we need to make sure we communicate effectively to let people know how they can get
involved in whatever activities they can. This way we can all ‘muck in’ and share the load when we
need to and celebrate the success of our special little school together. 
Reach out to me via borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

mailto:borninkhof.julie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Sam Corrie – Education Committee Convenor
A member of the Northcote Primary School community for eight years, I
have greatly enjoyed seeing my eldest child (Angus in Year 7) successfully
transition to high school this year, having been beautifully prepared by
NPS. Still at NPS are Lucinda in Grade 5, and Oscar in Grade 2.
For much of my time at the school, I have sat on the Environments sub-
committee. Through this committee I have had many wonderful
experiences including veggie patch gardening with the children,
participating in working bees, planting new gardens (and watching them
grow), and seeing new play spaces created, and new turf laid. Hopefully in
the not-too-distant future we will also see the longer-term fruits of the Environment committee’s
labour with large-scale refurbishment of much of the school.
 
I have also been involved in fundraising for the school (ably supported by many wonderful
members of the school community) by organising Friday icy-poles in 2017-18 and co-coordinating
the 2019 fete.
This is my first year on school council, and my focus will shift a little as the new convenor of the
education sub-committee. This committee aims to foster the relationship between families and the
school, and to ensure great teamwork as we support our children to learn and grow. I welcome
anyone interested in this committee to get involved.
 
Michael Eva – Community Committee Member 
It's my first year on the school council (with Elijah in Laura's grade 1
class) but my sixth year living directly across the road from the school.
Over my time living opposite the school I've had the privilege of seeing
all of the dedicated parents and teachers at the school working late
nights and weekends to make our school community the amazing place
it is. I'm looking forward to contributing some of my own time and skills
in communications and marketing to the school community.
 
Anna Hardwick – Education Committee Member 
I have just joined the school council and look forward to learning more about the how the school is
administered and hopefully contribute to making it a better place for the children. My son Max is in
grade 2 with Heather and over the last few years I have attended numerous excursions, swimming
lessons and of course baked for the fete. I have professional experience in corporate real estate
and procurement with a focus on health and safety. Please say hello if you see me around the
school.
 
Melanie Ryan - NOOSCH Committee Convenor
Hi my name is Melanie Ryan and I have been part of the Northcote
Primary School community since 2014. I have Samuel who is
grade 5 and Abigail in grade 3. This is my second year on school
council and I’m the convenor of the NOOSCH subcommittee. The
NOOSCH subcommittee is responsible for the before and after
care programme. One of the best things about school council is
working with a great group of people who all have the same
objective, to make our school the best it can be! If you have any
questions regarding school council or the before and after
programme, please come and say hi.
 
Karen Surridge – Environment Committee Convenor 
I have been a member of the School Community for 8 years now, with Madeline (3/4S) and
Samantha now in Year 7 and thoroughly enjoy my contribution to the school's various committees!
As Convener of the Environments Committee, I believe that my professional expertise as an
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Architect, can help the school transform an existing portfolio of dated
heritage buildings and grounds into a campus with facilities more
aligned with the educational vision and pedagogy of the school - an
obvious challenge in the government school sector! I see my role as a
contribution to the school's future, in a similar way the teachers at
NPS are enriching my child's academic future. As the school
buildings and landscape are redeveloped under the masterplan works
in the coming years, I know that I will always be immensely proud of
the project work we have accomplished during my time on the
Committee and School Council – and this is only the beginning!
 
Tessa van Duyn - School Council Vice
President & Community Committee
Convenor 
I am a human rights lawyer with over a decade
of experience working with the Human Rights
Commission to promote improved outcomes for
all Victorians. I am mum to Felix, Elke and
Coco.  Felix is at NPS in Grade 1/2 Laura and
he absolutely loves being a part of the NPS
community.   
I am passionate about social justice and fostering a sense of community for all walks of life, and I
really enjoy engaging with the school community with the aim of engendering strong ties across
the community, through encouraging a sense of belonging and commitment to our children's
learning and supporting the school and the wonderful teaching staff.  I have been Vice President
and Convenor of the Community Sub Committee for a year and am excited to continue in these
roles this year.  I am very open and happy to talk, so please feel free to approach me to get
involved in the Community sub committee or just to touch base with any comments or ideas you
have to help make our school community the best it can be.
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Three Way Conferences & Student
Reports

Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences – Thursday
27th June
Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences – Thursday 27th June
All interviews/conferences can be booked online through Compass from the morning of Wednesday 19th June
to Wednesday 26th June, closing at 4.00 p.m. Interviews/conferences will be available from 11.00 am until
7.15 pm. for a duration of 15 minutes each. Students will compile a portfolio of work that will be available to be
discussed with their parents/carers prior their interview. Student portfolios will be in a central area near your
child’s interview space, please only view your child’s portfolio.
 
Parents/caregivers will be able to choose between two types of interviews, both of 15 minutes each. Please
indicate to your child’s teacher which interview you would prefer.
 
1.      A 3 Way conference where the student is present for part of the interview process and the other part of
the interview is between the teacher and the parent/carer without the student present.
 
2.      A parent/carer teacher interview without the student present.
 
Student reports will be produced electronically and available via Compass from Friday 21st of June.
On Thursday 27th June, parents/carers and students will be meeting with their Home Group teacher to discuss
each student’s learning progress, future learning and any concerns.  On this day, students attend school ONLY
for their conference. There are no regular classes on the day as all home group teachers are involved in
conferences, which run from 11.00 a.m. – 7.00 p.m.  Edwina (Art Teacher) & Dale (PE Teacher) will be
available for requested interviews via Compass from 3.45 p.m. to 5.45 p.m.  
 
An alternative program will operate from 9.00 – 3.30 for parents who are unable to make care arrangements
for their child/children.  Unfortunately, only students who are registered for the alternative program can attend,
as we need to ensure adequate staffing arrangements in advance.
 
For example, if your 3WC/interview is scheduled for 12.00 p.m. you have your child at home with you, then you
bring your child to school for your 12.00 p.m. conference interview and afterwards they leave with you – your
child cannot stay on at school after that. If your child is attending the alternative program from 9.00 - 3.30 they
may stay at school after their conference.
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Details and instructions regarding the booking process for interviews using Compass and the alternative
program please see below.  If you have any questions, please contact the school: 
northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  or by phone 9481 0009.
 
How to make a booking on Compass
If you are using the app on your phone, please make sure you open it up in the web browser.   This allows you
to see all the information available.  Go to the “Community” tab.  The Parent/Student/Teacher Conference is
located there.  Alternatively you can log in to the booking system on the front page of our website.

If you are having trouble accessing the parent/teacher interview bookings, please contact the office for
assistance.

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Student Reports will be available on Compass
As per last year, student reports will be accessed on Compass.  You will be able to log on to Compass and
access the report as soon as they go live on Friday, 21st June at 9.00 a.m.  You will be able to find your child’s
report when you logon, the home page will have a menu below with a ‘View Academic Report’ option listed. 
Click on that link to access the report.   
 
See screen shot below.

Remember, it is important that you open Compass in your browser and not try and access it via your app.  I
know many parents have downloaded the app on their phones which is great, however, Compass has advised
us that the app is like a ‘lite’ version of Compass and won’t afford you all the operations and resources of the
web version of Compass.  Open it in the browser.
 
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM
Thursday 27th June 2019   9.00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.
 
Children are not required to be at school on Thursday 27th June. Children only attend for their conference with
teachers and parents to discuss their learning progress and report.
 
There are no regular classes operating during the day of the Three Way Conference/Parent teacher Interview
as classroom teachers will be involved in conferences all day.  An alternative program will operate for parents
who are unable to make other care arrangements. Only students who are registered for the alternative
program can attend, as we need to make staffing arrangements in advance.  For example, your 3WC is
scheduled for 12.00 p.m. and you have had your child with you until then.  You bring your child to school for
your conference and they leave with you – your child cannot stay on at school after that.
 
 

Please return or email to your child’s home group teacher by Thursday 20th June. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
My children will attend the alternative program on Thursday 27th June
 
Child’s Name:  __________________________________      Grade_______     Teacher ________________
 
Child’s Name:  __________________________________      Grade_______     Teacher ________________
 
Child’s Name:  __________________________________      Grade_______     Teacher ________________
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PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2019
A big, BIG Thank You to all the wonderful boys and girls and their parents who have been emailing me to let me know
you would like to sign up for THE PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE!
I will be sending home passwords this Friday.
There is a competition to see which class has the most student registered, so read on…
So far, these are the numbers (but there is still time to email Stephanie)…
 
GRADE Number of students registered GRADE Number of students registered
Prep Brooke 0 34 Sharif 5
Prep Lucy 3 34 Steve 4
Prep Pip 2 34 Steph 4
12 Anita 7 56 Kate 1
12 Laura 4 56 Lucille 2
12 Nicole 4 56 Linda 2

12 Heather 4 56 Hilary 1
34 Mel 3   

So Well Done to Anita’s class, you are the class to beat!
 
If you would like to register your child:

Once you have registered, Stephanie will send you the log in details for your child. You can log onto the website and
type in the book titles. Your child may be able to do this by themselves. Then, until September, just continue reading and
make sure you record the books you have read. If your child completes the reading in the given time, they receive a
certificate and their name goes in the 2019 PRC Honour Roll! Wow!
 
The challenge finishes on Friday September 6
Thank you! Stephanie 
3/4 Teacher
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 Student Action Teams
Student Action Teams
The Grade 6 students have all planned ways to contribute to our school this term. They have all
put a huge amount of effort into their planning and organisation. The first two teams to begin their
action plans are the:
 
Coding Student Action Team
Our first session went better than we had imagined.
We had about 30 children come to ‘Uptown’ to learn
about coding. We split the children into three groups.
We learnt a lot about teaching and how older children
can help younger children. We have three more coding
lessons and we’re excited about it and tired after our
first session.
Charlie M, Matthew R and Ned P
 
 
Dance Student Action Team
Our first session was amazing. We taught the ¾ students how to do
a choreographed dance item. We
hope they can present it at a 3 /4 assembly. It was more fun than
we expected. We practised it before we taught it and we thought it
would be hard to control their behaviour. They all responded really
well and listened to us. It’s fun to be dance teacher!
Chloe F, Charlotte M-V and Syna S
 
 
I’m sure everyone is looking forward to seeing and hearing more
about the term 2 Student Action Teams who will be offering lessons
in classrooms as well as lunchtime activities.
 
Linda Batten
5/6 Leading Teacher
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Tickets $30 each - Ticket information coming soon



6/12/2019 iNewsletter - Print

https://print.inewsletter.co/vG4jaY 17/19

   
Earn & Learn
Northcote Primary is once again participating in the Woolworths Earn and Learn program. Starting
on Wednesday 1st of May until Tuesday 25th of June, customers will receive one sticker for every
$10 spent in a single transaction at Woolworths Supermarkets and Woolworths Online (exclusions
apply, please refer website). 
 
So please start collecting, each classroom will have sticker sheets that the stickers can be stuck to
and then put in our collection box out the front of the office. Alternatively, you can pick up sticker
sheets in store or download and print the sticker sheets from the Woolworths website, complete
them and drop them in our collection box.
 
This is a great opportunity for the school to gain new learning resources across all curriculum
areas, including Maths, English, Science, Art and Craft, Digital Technologies, Sports and more. 
 
Thanks for your support and happy sticking!
Dale 
P.E. Teacher
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Advertisements
Heading
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser
or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education
(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made
by them.

Darebin Community Awards 2019
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THE MAD HATTER’S MAGICAL TEA PARTY 
 

Darebin Arts


