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NEWSLETTER 
No. 27 – 7th September, 2017 

 
 
 

 

If you need to contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a teacher, please email it to 
northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 
Important School Diary Dates - 2017 

 
Sep 11 Mon Gr 3/4 Swimming Program Begins to 21/9 (not Fridays) 
 13 Wed Fete Planning Meeting – 7.00 p.m. – Staffroom (see page 4) 
 22 Fri End Term 3 – 2.30 p.m. finish 
 
Oct 9 Mon Term 4 starts – 9.00 a.m. 
 16-17 Mon-Tues Gr 1/2 S & T camp 
 17-18 Tues-Wed Gr 1/2 B, G & N/K camp 
 18 Wed Community Sub-Committee Meeting 
 23 Mon Education Sub-Committee Meeting 
 24 Tue Out of School Hours Committee Meeting – 2.30 p.m. - Staffroom 
   (Please let the school know if you would like to attend) 
   Environmental Sub-committee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom 
 26 Thu Whole School performance – more news to come 
 31 Tue Whole School Photos and Grade 6 Graduation Photo 
    
Nov 7 Tue Melbourne Cup Holiday – No School for Students 
 15 Wed Community Sub-Committee Meeting 
 20 Mon Education Sub-Committee Meeting 
 21 Tue Italian Day!!!!! 
   Out of School Hours Committee Meeting – 2.30 p.m. - Staffroom 
   (Please let the school know if you would like to attend) 
   Environmental Sub-Committee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. Staffroom 
 
Dec 22 Fri Last day of School – 1.30 p.m. finish 
 

 

 

Pupil of the Week 
(Assembly Item by Grade 1/2) 

 

 

00J 
Lucy 

Fletcher G 
12B 

Brooke 
Sonny F 

34H 
Jennifer 

Austin I 
56E 

Emma 
Theo S 

00L 
Linda 

Deckard A 
12G 

Stephanie 
Maddy S 

34J 
Janelle 

Nate C 
56N 

Nicole 
Adam B 

00W 
Laura 

Piper H-L 
12NK 

Niki/Katie 
Deena V 

34K 
Kate 

Hildy L 
56P 

Penny 
Markus H 

  
12S 

Sharif 
Zachary D-G 

34L 
Leah 

Tommy B 
56S 

Steven 
Otteo P-C 

  
12T 

Natasha 
Kate S   

56T 
Tracy 

Riley W 
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Greetings … 
Student Achievement 
Very creative year 1 student 
I have a story to tell you about the creative and critical thinking skills of one of our year 1 boys that I think you will 
enjoy.  I have to keep it anonymous as it was during his reading assessment with a teacher.  Teacher was listening 
to the student reading a non-fiction text on earthquakes as part of his reading assessment.  It was a high level 
texts with many technical words like aftershock, fault, magnitude and seismic.  The student read it with relative 
ease and was very engaged in its content.  The teacher was very impressed with this little year 1 boy’s fluent 
reading of the text and then had to ask questions to gauge his comprehension.  One of the questions went as 
follows: 
 
Teacher – How can we help prevent damage from earthquakes?  (there were lots of ideas in the text) 
Student spent some time thinking carefully and teacher waited patiently for his response, eventually …  
Student – You know what would help?  (very serious look on his face here)  You get a really really good fortune 
teller so that when you want to go on holidays, you can find out if there are going to be any earthquakes or not. 
 

Year 1/2B’s Writing – Fizzling to Sizzling 
In the 1/2 area there has been a big focus on Sizzling Starts and creating writing that is interesting and exciting 
to read. Our stories are making us curious read ‘what happens next’ and eager to share our efforts. 
Here are some of 1/2B’s Sizzling Starts, for the well-known story, The Three Little Pigs. 
What was fizzling, is now Sizzling!! 
 

Huff puff, huff puff. “My mum told me about you! Leave me alone! Ahhhh! Somebody help me! He blew my 
house down!” – Talia H-G 

 
“Waaaaa! Why do we have to leave and build our own house?!” my little brother cried. – Charles 

 
“Yeah! After one week, I finally finished my ultimate straw house”, a little pig said. But as the poor, tiny pig was 

celebrating, there was some tremendously loud footsteps approaching. – Georgia R 
 

As I watched the first little pig, I felt hungry. When he was done, I jumped out! – Leon D 
 

I could feel the breath against me. Suddenly, my house fell and the wind blew my pants away!! – Rosie C 
 

Reinstatement Works at the School 
I have been advised that after many negotiations, that reinstatement works will commence at the school as of 
next week.  The reinstatement works are managed by the Victorian School Building Authority’s Planned 
Maintenance Program, who allocated our initial grant of $235,000 in late 2016 for priority repairs, and the 
Emergency Maintenance Program who responded to our request for urgent repairs to the school.  These funds 
are for reinstatement only, not restoration that is currently being sought by our School Council.   
 
Next week, scaffolding will be erected around the Hall building.  It will screened with shade cloth and full hoarding 
for student/parent/staff entry and thoroughfare.  It will replace the temporary fencing. The works will be done in 
stages and we will keep you updated as it progresses.   
 
We are aware and have discussed with the project managers about possible disruption to the school but are 
working hard to minimise these wherever possible.  We have been assured that the operations will be safe, 
efficient and absolutely necessary.  Please be assured that we will be monitoring the works closely to ensure that 
they are of a high standard and fit in with the overall plans for the school. 
 
If you have any concerns about the works at any time, please don’t hesitate to contact the school, Ross or myself. 
 
Please see information further on in the newsletter, from the Victorian School Building Authority regarding our 
works. 
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Pupil Free Day 4 
The teachers worked productively throughout the day in Vertical Teams (representatives across all teams) led by 
Nicole Parker (High Expectations, Metacognition), Penny Foster (Writing – developing a Scope and Sequence from 
Foundation to year 7), Leah Gibson (Health and Wellbeing programs) and Writing (Pedagogy – How of teaching 
Writing) led by Kerrie/Janelle/Ross.  Each team had a specific area to work on from our 2017 Annual 
Implementation Plan, goals and key improvement strategies.   
 
We also participated in a refresher on epi pen use and operation. 
 
I am very pleased with the high level of professionalism and engagement our teachers demonstrate and know 
that our students benefit from having such a motivated and open to learning attitude from all teachers who are 
passionate and interested in continually improving the quality of teacher instruction at our school, that will directly 
impact on improved student achievement.  Well done all teaching teams! 
 

Acting Principal 
I will be taking a short period of Long Service Leave commencing early next week and into the school holidays.  
Ross Bennie has been approved by the Regional office to take up the higher duties of Acting Principal.  Ross will 
be supported by an Acting Assistant Principal during this time, selection process currently underway. 
 
Ross is across all the building issues and I am confident that the school is in very safe hands during my absence 
and I thank him in advance for his leadership during this time. 
 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie  
 
School Council News 
Trivia Night Triumph.  Congratulations from school council to Laura and Kate and the team for our fabulously 
successful social event and fundraiser.  Everyone enjoyed the night immensely and we were all pleased to 
contribute to a record breaking financial result.  The night made a surplus of $10,348.81.  Not only is this a record 
but it is also a great contribution to our efforts to enhance the school and expand our educational resources. 
 
Building Works.  Please read carefully the article in this newsletter from Kerrie, detailing the building works which 
will start next week.  I know in the short term that these works are likely to disrupt the school even more but we 
are assured that the operations will be safe, efficient and absolutely necessary.  Naturally school council and the 
leadership team will be monitoring the works closely to ensure that they are of a high standard and fit in with the 
overall plans for the school. 
 
Fete 2018 Planning. The Community Sub-committee is ahead of the game again, formally starting next week to 
plan for next year’s fete.  Come to the meeting next Wednesday and join in the fun.  It is all the careful planning 
and early work that help to make the fete such a great day. 
 
Grade 5/6 Camp 2018.  School council approved plans for the senior camp next year.  In a school first the children 
will be “camping” in Canberra and covering lots of the curriculum as well as having a great time in our nation’s 
capital. 
 
Restore NPS.  I will be writing to school families soon to detail recent developments with our campaign to fix up 
the school buildings and grounds.  Stay tuned for information on our recent meeting with Minister Merlino, the 
Leader Newspaper campaign, our new Facebook page and much more. 
 
 

Ian Taylor, 
School Council President 
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Volunteers & Classroom Helpers  
If you would like to help in the classroom, we invite you to come along to a training session. The session will cover 
confidentiality, strategies to use when working with students one to one or in groups and some of the common 
tasks that teachers may need assistance with. It will also introduce you to some of the teaching aids used in our 
learning areas. 
  
Classroom helpers undertake a variety of tasks including hearing children read, assisting students to select their 
take home book for reading, supporting small group tasks, and laminating and labelling resources. As helpers are 
working with students it is essential that school protocols around safety and confidentiality be clearly understood.  
It is also important for helpers to understand some of the language of learning that teachers use so that they can 
support students positively and with confidence. 
 
One of the actions that we need all visitors and classroom helpers to do once you have registered as a volunteer 
is to sign the ‘Visitors Book’ at the office and collect a badge on arrival at school. When you are leaving the school, 
please sign out and return your badge.  This is to ensure that we know who is in the school at all times – for safety 
and emergency purposes.   
 
To register, email bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or call 9481 0009. 

 
Volunteer Agreement, Working With Children Check, NPS Code of Conduct & OH&S Induction 
To ensure that volunteers understand their role and are suitable to work with students, a volunteer agreement 
must be signed by each volunteer and authorised by the Principal.  The agreement outlines the school 
expectations of the volunteer role and the volunteer responsibilities. Upon request, a copy will be given to each 
volunteer and one is retained by the school.  
 
All volunteers are required to have a current Working with Children Check card that lists Northcote Primary School 
as the place where they will be volunteering; this needs be presented at the office with the Volunteer Agreement. 
Volunteers are also required to read and sign a Northcote Primary School Code of Conduct which is standard 

mailto:bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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three from The Child Safety Standards, this code of conduct establishes clear expectations for appropriate 
behaviour with children. In addition to these documents, volunteers must attend an OH&S induction, which 
provides information about Emergency Management, DET policies and general information about first aid and 
site-specific hazards. 
 

 The Volunteer Agreement and Code of Conduct forms are available at the office.   

 OH&S inductions will be run in small groups and these can be arranged by contacting me.  

 A Working with Children Check is applied for on line through the Justice Department. When applying 
please state that you will be volunteering at Northcote Primary School. 

 
Please remember to sign in at the office each time you volunteer. If you are unsure about what documentation is 
required, please ask at the office or contact me. 
 
Ross Bennie 
Assistant Principal 
Email bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 

Italian Update 
Ciao a tutti! (Hello everyone!) 

Wow a productive term for Italian! All classes have worked extremely well, full of enthusiasm and energy! I am 

so proud of the high quality work that is being produced and students are also proud of their achievements as well! 

Well done and congratulations to all the students in Years 3 to 6 who have entered the SBS National Languages 

Competition which closed last Friday. GRAZIE MILLE to all the parents who have supported their children in this 

competition! Students have worked so hard over the last 4 weeks out of school hours, during recesses and 

lunchtimes! I am so very proud of your achievements and I’m sure you are too! On Tuesday, I showed our 3/4 

classes some of the videos that parents had emailed me and that were uploaded to the SBS website. The students 

were amazed with the quality and the creativity that our students showed on the videos as well as the clarity with 

the pronunciation of words and phrases. Yes, we definitely have talent here at NPS!! Stay tuned to the SBS website 

for results in coming weeks! 

 

Just a quick reminder for those students who have decided to enter the following optional language competitions: 

 

 Please ensure that your Dante Alighieri Society poster has been given to me by next Monday 11th 

September. 

 Multimedia for Year 5/6 only - please ensure that you have a plan and that you have a completed script 

ready to discuss next Tuesday in class.  

 

It is wonderful to see the enthusiasm from our students towards these language competitions. We have some of our 

Year 5 and 6 students who are entering all three competitions and some of our 3/4’s who have entered two! The 

standard is epico!! 

 

Italian Day will be on Tuesday 21st November. Stay tuned for more information in next week regarding a call for 

parent helpers for this special day including cooking activities! 

 

Italian Student Committee: The Italian Student Committee are so full of energy and ideas! We have had three very 

productive meetings. We will have a meeting next Tuesday at lunchtime. Super fantastico!! 

 

If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, please feel free to contact me at the school or drop in directly 

after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage you to read the school newsletter and discuss what 

you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is being taught at school.  

 

Until next week, grazie mille for your continuing support,  

Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Language Co-ordinator (Mon/Tue)          
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Lost 
A left size 1 (US) white Asics sneaker has somehow got left at school or been taken from school.  This is the story according 
to one of our students (who may be an unreliable narrator?): 

 
On Friday afternoon after school I was playing with a couple of friends from grade 

1.  They were having a running race and my shoe fell off during the race.  I 
continued the race because I am a six year-old boy. I went back to get the shoe 

and saw that two Northcote High School girls who were playing at the new drink 

taps had picked up my shoe.  I was too scared to approach them to ask for my 
shoe to be returned.  A short while later my dad arrived to pick me up and when 

he looked again the girls had gone.  I think the girl was a sister (?) of an NPS 
student.  

 

It is possible the shoe has been discarded somewhere in or near the school.  The 
whole thing sounds quite baffling to me so if any light can be shed that would be 

great!  If you know the whereabouts of the missing shoe, please let us know or 
return it to the office.  Here is picture of the shoe that has been left at home alone. 
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Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or 

notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) or 
this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matrix Single Bed Bunks $400 

Navy/Charcoal and white. Purchased from Snooze. Comprises of separate single loft bed and single bed underneath, so can 

be configured in a number of ways. Ladder on both sides of the loft bed and book shelf underneath and on the outside. 

A few paint nicks here and there, but we have touch up paint (hoping I can find it!).  

Has two barely used, very good quality single mattresses (still under warranty), if needed for $50 each (purchased for $600 

each). (Can sell separately.) 

 (*The photo with the red and blue bunks is from stock to show the alternative configuration.) 

Contact Meg Marsh  (0418) 377 276   miffamwa@gmail.com 

 

2018 Summer School – Melbourne Youth Orchestras – Brochures available outside the school office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=YHDa_xRktSYhnI--pjqE4SEZjrYADNIKPzfrXQFXKtZcxoGw2PTUCA..&URL=mailto%3amiffamwa%40gmail.com
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