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NEWSLETTER 
No. 25 – 24th August, 2017 

 
 
 

 

If you need to contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a teacher, please email it to 
northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 
Important School Diary Dates - 2017 

 
Aug 26 Sat Annual NPS Trivia Night 
 28 Mon Education Sub-Committee Meeting 
 29 Tue Out of School Hours Committee Meeting – 2.30 p.m. - Staffroom 
   (Please let the school know if you would like to attend) 
   Environmental Sub-Committee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom 
 
Sep 1 Fri *Prep Excursion to Scienceworks and Planetarium travelling by Bus 
 4 Mon Pupil Free day – No School for Students 
 11 Mon Gr 3/4 Swimming Program Begins to 21/9 (not Fridays) 
 22 Fri End Term 3 – 2.30 p.m. finish 
 
Oct 9 Mon Term 4 starts – 9.00 a.m. 
 16-17 Mon-Tues Gr 1/2 S & T camp 
 17-18 Tues-Wed Gr 1/2 B, G & N/K camp 
 18 Wed Community Sub-Committee Meeting 
 23 Mon Education Sub-Committee Meeting 
 24 Tue Out of School Hours Committee Meeting – 2.30 p.m. - Staffroom 
   (Please let the school know if you would like to attend) 
   Environmental Subcommittee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom 
 26 Thu Whole School performance – more news to come 
 31 Tue Whole School Photos and Grade 6 Graduation Photo 
    
Nov 7 Tue Melbourne Cup Holiday – No School for Students 
 15 Wed Community Sub-Committee Meeting 
 20 Mon Education Sub-Committee Meeting 
 21 Tue Out of School Hours Committee Meeting – 2.30 p.m. - Staffroom 
   (Please let the school know if you would like to attend) 
   Environmental Sub-Committee Meeting – 7.00 p.m. Staffroom 
 
Dec 22 Fri Last day of School – 1.30 p.m. finish 
 
   * Permission for these excursions can be given in Compass 
 

 

 

Trivia Night - 26th August 

Doors open:  7.00 p.m.  

Starting time:   7.30 p.m. 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Pupil of the Week 
(Assembly Item by Grade Prep) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Greetings … 
Student Achievement 

No students turned up on Monday!   
Instead, stepping straight out of the pages of our most treasured books, our favourite 
characters came to life and walked in to our Annual Children’s Book Parade! 
What a strange and wonderful sight to behold!  Into our school hall, poured Harry 
Potter; Hermione; Dobby, Wally & Family, Katniss’, Charlotte’s Web – even royalty in 
the form of Marie Antoinette!  
 
But wait, where were the staff? 
They didn’t turn up either!  I don’t know who taught the children 
that day because there were a bunch of strange looking characters 

in their place – Thing 1 & 2, a very hungry, slightly sweaty caterpillar, I Spy, a bunch of 
pirates, characters out of Madagascar, Boris; Robin Hood; a card from Alice in 
Wonderland and Alice herself, The family from Where’s Wally were on hand, along with 
Maria from Sound of Music and a bottom from the Day My Bum When Psycho including 

a soccer player.  Special guest MC, a traveller from everywhere introduced 
the parade. 
 
What a wonderful and enjoyable parade!  Thank you 
to all the children who dressed up and got right into 
their favourite book character for the day.  Thanks 
parents for supporting the children in getting their 

characters ready, attending the parade and taking part in read along 
morning afterwards.  
 
Moving out and leaving the school? 
If you are moving location and considering leaving our school, could 
you please contact the office to let us know as soon as possible?  It is 
vital that we have accurate student numbers to cater for adequate 
staffing and programs for the 2018 year and more importantly, to 
secure your child’s school placement for the following year. 
 
If you are aware of any families who are yet to enrol their child at 
school, could you please encourage them to make contact with us 
as soon as possible otherwise they may miss out on a place at our 
school in 2018.   

00J Matthew D 12B Eve G 34H Kobe J 56E Kate J 

00L Poppy vRvO 12G Di B 34J Finbar K 56N Asha S 

00W Hannah B 12NK Reuben T 34K Charlie M 56P Josh C 

  12S Gracie H-M 34L Kaylan T 56S Tas K 

  12T Elijah B   56T Tiahna T 
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In the coming newsletters, I will show you all the student numbers we have for 2018 and invite you to 
give us your feedback on class/learning area organisation for 2018.  
 
Trivia Night on this Saturday   
I’m looking forward to the school Trivia night on Saturday night, hope you have been in training and 
absorbing all the trivia you might need to know!! 
 
Vale Fiona Richardson, Honourable MP for Northcote 
It was with much surprise and sadness that I heard the news on Wednesday evening of the passing of 
Fiona Richardson.  Fiona had visited to our school on a number of occasions over the years.  
 
In 2015, Fiona visited our year 3/4s to talk about our local community and her role as a politician.  
Minister Richardson, stayed for over an hour, to answer the many questions the children had about why 
she wanted to be a politician; how she became one; what important things she had achieved; what 
advice she would have for them.  Fiona had asked the children to email any further questions with some 
ideas for improving the local area to her.   
 
Fiona was interested in our school, in particular the progress of buildings and maintenance and in fact 
has written to the Minister of Education to request support for our school over these issues.  Fiona also 
supported the annual year 6 award for a female student who showed leadership at her school, the Helen 
Spence Award. 
 
I have passed on our condolences to her office this morning.   
 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie  
 
 
 

2017 Student Reports – Feedback from Parents 
As part of last semester’s reporting process, we asked parents /caregivers to give us feedback on their 
child’s written report. The survey asked respondents to answer Yes or No to the usefulness of the 
information in each section and provided opportunities for written comments to support the rating. We 
requested this feedback, as we will be moving to an electronic platform in Compass for the 2018 Student 
Reports. We want to retain the most valued elements of our current reports while incorporating the 
mandated requirements by DET for reporting student progress against The Victorian Curriculum. 
 
We would like to thank all the parents/caregivers (54) who provided feedback. There were fourteen 
questions in total. Nine rated positively between 92% and 100% satisfaction, three questions rated in the 
high 80% satisfaction and 2 that rated lower. The two questions that rated lower related to the generic 
nature of the PE and What the School Will Do sections. 
 
The sections rated highly, 94% and above, related to the student SMART goals in Numeracy and Literacy 
and the Student and Teacher general comment. 
 
Written feedback, 48% of respondents wrote comments. Many of these comments related to the positive 
learning experiences and successes their children had experienced. Comments that related to 
improvements highlighted the desire for more personalised comments by teachers that related to 
individual student performance. 
 
Other comments; behaviour and effort rating in PE was not consistent with previous years (11), graphics 
were helpful (8), graphics were not helpful (4), reports contain too much jargon (6) and questionnaire 
was too long (3). 
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We would like to thank you again for your feedback, which will help to inform us when we design the 
new templates for our electronic reports in 2018. 
 

Reminder for parents with students in Creative Melody Music Program 
Survey closes tomorrow Friday 25th August. 
Please complete the survey on Survey Monkey. If you are having difficulty logging on please email 
Olivia at oliviachant@chantlink.com 
 

 

Italian Update 
Ciao a tutti! (Hello everyone!) 
Wow a productive term for Italian! All classes have worked extremely well, full of enthusiasm and energy! 
I am so proud of the high quality work that is being produced and students are also proud of their 
achievements as well! 
Just a quick reminder for those students in Years 3 to 6 who have decided to enter the following optional 
language competitions : 

 For those students who have already paid for the competition, please ensure that your Dante 
Alighieri Society posters have been given to me by Monday of next week. There are still a few 
students who have not submitted their posters and have paid for the competition. I have 
discussed this with you. Posters will be sent off next Monday. 
 

 The SBS National Languages Competition closes on Friday the 1st of September. Any scripts should 
have been completed by now and corrected this week. Please ensure that if you need to practise 
your lines with me that you do this next Monday and Tuesday in class. For further information 
about this competition, including terms and conditions, please refer to the following website: 
www.sbs.com.au/NLC17  Please read the important information provided on this website as the 
prizes awarded to the winning entry include an Ipad Pro and a trip to Sydney amongst other 
things! We have many students entering!! Well done to two students who have already uploaded 
their video and who are representing our school!! All permission forms to enter this competition 
should have already been returned to school.  

 

 Multimedia for Year 5/6 only- please ensure that you have a plan and that you have started 
writing your script ready to discuss this in class next week. All permission forms to enter this 
competition should have already been returned to school.  

 
It is wonderful to see the enthusiasm from our students towards these language competitions. We have 
some of our Year 5 and 6 students who are entering all three competitions! The standard is epico!! 
 
Italian Day will be on Tuesday the 21stNovember. Stay tuned for more information in coming weeks 
regarding a call for parent helpers for this special day including cooking activities! 
 
Italian Student Committee: The Italian Student Committee are so full of energy and ideas! We have had 
three very productive meetings. Super fantastico!! 
 
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, please feel free to contact me at the school or 
drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage you to read the school 
newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is 
being taught at school. 
  
Until next week, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,  
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Language Co-ordinator (Mon/Tue)          
 
 

mailto:oliviachant@chantlink.com
http://www.sbs.com.au/NLC17
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Lunch Club  
Are you looking for an alternative to playing outside? Do you enjoy being creative and building 
things? Would you like to make some new friends? If so, LUNCH CLUB is for you! 
 
Lunch club will run every TUESDAY LUNCHTIME, in the HALL. The activities, as selected by the 
students, will be drawing AND Lego. 
 
To ensure Lunch Club is a success we are asking for donations of Lego. Any new or used Lego of any 
size, shape and colour would be greatly appreciated. Even if you can spare an ice-cream tub full, that 
would make a big difference!  
  

 

 

Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) 

or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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