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NEWSLETTER 
No. 15 – 1st June, 2017 

 
 

 
 

If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to contact the school or want an email forwarded 
on to a teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

 
Important School Diary Dates - 2017 

 
Jun 2 Fri Bookings for Movie Fundraiser Close 
 3 Sat Working Bee – 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
 5 Mon Education Sub-Committee Meeting - 7.00 p.m. - Staffroom 
 7 Wed Movie Night – 20th Century Women – Westgarth Palace Cinema 
 12 Mon Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No School 
 13 Tues Last Day for Boscastle Pie Orders 
 20 Tues Italian Poster Competition closes 
 22 Thurs Pie Orders Delivered 
 28 Wed Parent/Teacher 3 Way Conferences (see page 4&5) 
 30 Fri End Term 2 – 2:30 p.m. Finish 
 
Jul 17 Mon Term 3 starts – 9.00 a.m. 
 28 Fri Pupil Day – No School for Students 
 29 Sat Prep to Grade 6 Disco  
 
Aug 4 Fri Gr 5/6 Swimming Program Begins to 22/6 (Fridays) 
 26 Sat Annual NPS Trivia Night 
 
Sep 4 Mon Pupil Free day – No School for Students 
   

 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Pupil of the Week 
(Assembly Item by Grade 5/6) 

 
Reminder: Donations to the Library Trust Fund for this year’s tax can be paid at the office until 

Wednesday 21st June.  Thank you. 
 
 

Greetings … 
Student Achievement 
Well done Milton, Preps 
On a tour with a group of prospective parents this week, we stopped by the Prep area to see them in 
action.  All Preps were involved in Reading activities in small groups with each teacher holding a focus 
group with guided reading.  One group were asked to explain to the touring parents about their activity 
and said the following: 
 
‘We’re sorting out these groups of words into verbs and nouns.’  Parents looked impressed, but a little 
sceptical.  Preppy was asked ‘How do you know the difference?’  Preppy without skipping a beat replied 
‘well, the verbs are the doing words like this one, and the others … well they are the nouns!’  
Triumphantly. 
 
Parents and I were properly impressed.  Well done Milton, (Prep). 
 

Parent Artists Group in the Preps 
Parents from the Parent Artist Group are in action or soon will be in the Prep area.  Andrea Simpson 

(mum of Finn, year 1) is currently teaching music for the next 4 weeks.  Sian Davis (Poppy’s mum, Prep) 

is working with the Preps with mask making and drama x 2 sessions.  Belle (Elijah’s mum, Prep) will be 

teaching dance term 3.  All learning activities are directly related to the learning content required, as set 

out in the Victorian Curriculum.  Prep students and teachers are delighted to have parents with expertise 

in their area involved in enhancing the learning opportunities for our Preppies. 

 
Our students learning outside the classrooms 
Today both year 3/4s and 5/6s headed off in buses to do their learning outside the classroom.  The 3/4s 
went to visit the Polly Woodside and the 5/6s were spending time at the Immigration Museum as part 
of their Guided Inquiry Units of work this term. 
 
See photo of the enthusiastic teachers from 3/4s below –  
 

00J Eva S 12B Hope Y 34H Mikayla J 56E Jonathan P 

00L Milton A 12G Eve B 34J Rosie O’L 56N David Mac 

00W Liam C 12NK Leo P 34K Imran B 56P Harvey O 

  12S Jasmine P 34L Felix S 56S Elvie N 

  12T Grace P   56T Elena K 
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How to avoid a cold this winter 
 
Georgie Botto, HealthLogix reporter 
 
‘Where’s your jumper? You’ll catch a cold out there!’  
This message is often quoted by well-intending adults, however, researchers believe that low 
temperatures are not directly to blame for the increase in colds each winter. Indeed, it seems wet 
weather may be the real culprit, according to Dr Ronald McCoy, spokesperson for the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitioners.  
 
“A cold virus is spread by droplets, which are more common during the wet. And of course, during 
winter, it is often more wet,” he said. 
 
These droplets are usually passed from person to person through airborne transmission, such as 
sneezing and coughing, and can travel up to a metre – so keep your distance! 
 
But I only get colds when it’s cold! 
Indeed, chilly weather is partially to blame, but not in the way you may think.  
When it’s cold, we shift our behaviour, and this, according to Dr Sorana Segal-Maurer from the Division 
of Infectious Disease at New York Hospital Queens, is the reason for increased colds in winter.  
"When the weather turns cold, we all run indoors, where air is recycled and we're often in close quarters 
with other people and viruses. We all sneeze on top of each other," she told CNN. 
In these indoor environments, infected droplets can easily be transmitted between individuals. 
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Simple steps to avoid the sniffles 
When you sneeze or cough, it is common courtesy to cover your mouth or nose with your hand. But 
where do all those germs go once they are on your hands? 
 
Your computer mouse, the office door handle, your sandwich, the handrail on the train?  
Infected droplets tend to settle on surfaces, so as soon as you touch a contaminated surface, and then 
happen to touch your face, a cold could be on its way, according to Dr McCoy. 
 
“The single biggest thing you can do to prevent catching a cold virus is hand washing, particularly before 
eating and drinking,” he said, adding: “I would say 70 to 80 per cent of colds are caused by 
contamination by hands.” 
The US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention provide similar advice to reduce the risk of getting a 
cold: 
 

 Keep hands clean by washing them frequently with soap and water or using a hand sanitiser. 

 Try not to touch your face with unwashed hands. 

 Avoid people who are unwell. 
 
Too late, my child is already sick … 
Conversely, if you or your child has a cold, you too can help to prevent the virus from spreading, with 
these steps from the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention: 
 

 Keep your child at home if they are unwell. 

 If you blow your nose, sneeze or cough into your hands, wash them immediately.  

 Keep your distance from others while you’re sick. 

 Step away from people before sneezing or coughing.  

 Cough or sneeze into a tissue to contain germs.  
 
Please help us out at school by keeping your child home if they are sick.  It helps them recover and helps 

prevent the spread of colds to both children and staff. 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences – Wednesday 28th June 
All interviews/conferences will be booked online through Compass from the morning of Monday 19th 
June to Monday 26th June. Interviews/conferences will be available from 11.00 am until 7.45 pm. for a 
duration of 15 minutes each. Students will compile a portfolio of work that will be available to be 
discussed with their parents/carers prior their interview. Student portfolios will be in a central area near 
your child’s interview space, please only view your child’s portfolio. 
  
Parents/caregivers will be able to choose between two types of interviews, both of 15 minutes each. 
Please indicate to your child’s teacher which interview you would prefer.  
 

1. A 3 Way conference where the student is present for part of the interview process and the other 
part of the interview is between the teacher and the parent/carer without the student present. 
 

2. A parent/carer teacher interview without the student present. 
 
Student reports will go home with students on Thursday 22nd June 

 
On Wednesday 28th June, parents/carers and students will be meeting with their Home Group teacher 
to discuss each student’s learning progress, future learning and any concerns.  On this day, students 
attend school ONLY for their conference. There are no regular classes on the day as all home group 
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teachers are involved in conferences, which run from 11.00 a.m. – 7.45 p.m.  Lisa (Art Teacher) will be 
available for requested interviews via Compass from 3.45 p.m. to 5.45 p.m. 
 
An alternative program will operate from 9.00 – 3.30 for parents who are unable to make care 
arrangements for their child/children.  Unfortunately, only students who are registered for the 
alternative program can attend, as we need to ensure adequate staffing arrangements in advance. 
 
For example, if your 3WC/interview is scheduled for 12.00 p.m. you have your child at home with you, 
then you bring your child to school for your 12.00 p.m. conference interview and afterwards they leave 
with you – your child cannot stay on at school after that. If your child is attending the alternative program 
from 9.00 - 3.30 they may stay at school after their conference. 
 
Details and instructions regarding the booking process for interviews using Compass and the alternative 
program will be made available in the coming weeks via the school newsletter and on Compass News 
Feeds.  If you have any questions, please contact me bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  or by phone 
9481 0009 
 
Ross Bennie 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

Catalysts for Change! 
By Mia Pennefather 
 
Recently, the Grade 5/6s have been looking into Indigenous Australian culture and history as part of our Inquiry 
unit, Catalysts for Change. 
 
On an excursion to the Darebin Parklands we walked the Spiritual Healing Trail. We enjoyed spending time in 
nature and stopping at different places along the way, guided by an Indigenous educator called Trevor Gallagher. 
Trevor showed and taught us lots of interesting information about the land and Indigenous Australian culture. 
We lit a fire and performed a traditional dance around it. Trevor asked some kids to read from a booklet about 
the trail at certain spots along the journey. We talked about healthy ways you can think about and work through 
problems and how nature can help us. We crossed the Darebin Creek at the ‘fish ladder’ and Trevor showed us a 
plant that Aboriginal women would eat and also use to weave baskets. We saw a huge sculpture called ‘Bunjil’s 
Egg’. Bunjil is a creator spirit who was an eagle. He shaped the humans from the land and then retreated into 
the stars with the other ancestral spirits, where he is portrayed as a constellation.  Trevor also gifted us with 
some ochre which he got from Geriweld (Grampians) with permission from the traditional custodians of that area. 
At school, we ground it against rocks and mixed it with water to make a paste. We used it to decorate a banner 
we created to celebrate National Reconciliation Week. 
  
This year, on 27th May, is the 50-year anniversary of the 1967 referendum. This was a vote that all of Australia 
voted in. The reason? To change the Constitution. The Constitution is basically the big rulebook of Australia. 
Before 1967, Indigenous Australians were not recognised as part of the population, but were subject to a lot of 
racism and not recognised as proper people. But in 1967, this changed, 90% of the ‘white’ population of Australia 
voted ‘Yes’ to recognising the Aboriginal Australians as part of the population. 
 
Also, in 1992 on 3rd June, the historic Mabo decision was made. The Mabo decision meant that Indigenous 
Australians were recognised as traditional and original owners of the land and a part of the land too. 
 
This week, from 27th May to 3rd June, is a very special week called National Reconciliation Week. The theme for 
this year is ‘Let’s take the next steps’ (towards reconciliation). The first step was the 1967 referendum. Then the 
Mabo decision, and after that, the apology Kevin Rudd made in 2008 about the Stolen Generation. Now we are 
wondering what the next step will be and how we will be a part of it; how we can be catalysts for change! 

 
 

mailto:bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Education Sub-Committee 
The next Meeting of the NPS Education Sub-Committee will be held on Monday June 5 from 7.00 p.m. 
– 8.30 p.m. in the Staff Room.  
Any interested parents or staff members are welcome to attend.   
To RSVP or to find out more, please email, Chris Thompson. Co-Convenor at 
randomacts@optusnet.com.au  
 
 

Premiers Reading Challenge 
Thank you to all those busy readers out there who have already emailed me their details to be part of 
the reading challenge. 
It's not too late! 

Please email Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Subject : READ 

Include: your child’s name, grade level and teacher 

Thank you! Stephanie will then register your child. 

Once you have registered, Stephanie will send you the log in details for your child. You can log onto the 

website and type in the book titles. Your child may be able to do this by themselves. Then, until 

September, just continue reading and make sure you record the books you have read.  

The challenge finishes on Friday September 8th, 2017. 

 

Yes it’s on again!  The Boscastle Pie Drive 

 

Northcote Primary school invites family and friends to purchase award 

winning Boscastle gourmet pies as part of our fundraising efforts to 

improve facilities and resources for 2017. 

   

Orders must be placed by Tuesday 13 June and pies will be delivered on Thursday 22 June. 

 

Orders can be made via the Trybooking link below or the order forms which are being sent out 

through the classrooms.  

https://www.trybooking.com/QGIX 

 
School Fundraiser – Gourmet Hamper Raffle 
Two fabulous gourmet hampers to be won valued at around $150 each! With one great voucher inside each 
hamper - $50 for All are Welcome (the new Northcote bakery) and $75 voucher to the awesome pizza restaurant 
Farina 00. 

 
The two winners will be drawn at the movie night fundraiser on 
Wednesday 7th June. You don't have to be there to win, we will hold 
your prize for collection at school! 
Tickets for these great prizes will be $2 each or 3 for $5 and will be for 
sale after school this Friday 2nd June on the ABC TURF. Even if you 
can't make it our movie night you can help raise funds for our 
wonderful school by purchasing a ticket or two. Thank you. 
 
From your Community Sub-Committee 

mailto:randomacts@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.trybooking.com/QGIX
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 Disco Mania 
Last Sunday, there was lots of dancing and singing as the Prep Disco Social Event 

hit full tempo! Thank you to all the Preps and their families who were able to 

attend. Most importantly, thank you to all the incredible volunteers who spent 

time cutting fruit, making popcorn, decorating, donating fruit & popcorn and of 

course coordinating the overall event. 

 

Huge thanks to the 2017 Prep Disco 

Coordinators: Melanie Brunt (Fletcher 

& Ripley) & Ellie James (Alexander & Isla)!! 

 

Please save the date for the 

WHOLE SCHOOL DISCO which will be held Saturday 29th July!! 

More details will be revealed soon. 

 

Community Sub-Committee Presents 

MOVIE FUNDRAISER 
 

FUN SOCIAL NIGHT WITH FRIENDS & FAMILY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR SCHOOL. 
Bring a crowd to make this a great night! 

 

 

STARRING: 
 Annette Being        Elle Fanning        Greta Gerwin 

 

TICKETS ON SALE from FRIDAY 5th May.   

To purchase copy this link into Trybooking or visit the NPS 
homepage. 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/PVKI 
 

Bookings will close Friday 2nd June!! 
 

WEDNESDAY 7th JUNE 2017  6.00 pm for an approx 
6:30pm start  

 

WESTGARTH PALACE CINEMA 
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Start polishing your 

sequinned shirts, 

NPS school disco  

will be held on Saturday  

July 29th! 

(Prep – Grade 6) 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to OSHClub! 
  
Hi there, 
 
Week 7 already! It’s been a chilly week and winter is definitely here. This week we explored reconciliation and 
celebrated indigenous culture with games, dreamtime stories and reflection on a Multicultural Australia. We 
learned about the traditional owners of this land, The Wurundjeri Tribe and about the history of reconciliation in 
Australia; including the 1967 referendum and the Mabo case for land rights. We also made some damper in 
cooking club and some slime in science club. In the near future we’re looking to have a gardening club. If you 
have any donations of gardening equipment, especially for composting we’d be very grateful! Have a great week!    
 
Tim, Geraldine and Molly 
 
Just a few updates and reminders: 
 
There have been some changes at OSHClub. We have a new contact for accounting. Please call 1300 395 735 or 
email oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au for any account enquiries. If you have any questions about the 
changes don’t hesitate to ask, I’ll do my best to help you.  
We have a code system on the door. If you haven’t received it please talk to the staff and so we can tell you it 
personally. I recommend you store it in your phone and it will be the same code for everyone. Please remember 
that it is important that you keep this code in confidence for the safety of everyone at OSHClub.  
The landline is no longer in use, so please call this number 0437692819 for any enquiries about the program. 
On last minute casual bookings. Please make sure, if you want your child to attend after care that you text or call 
the program with your child’s name. So that we know exactly who we have each afternoon and follow up with the 
school so they can be told if they are coming. 
An update about lost property. We now have a hanger next to the bag racks with all the lost items. Come and have 
a look through if you think your child may have lost something.  
 
If you have any questions about the program feel free to call or email us.  
Program Number:  0437692819 
Program Email: oshclub.northcote@gmail.com 

mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
mailto:oshclub.northcote@gmail.com
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Community News 
Lovely 4 bedroom Edwardian house with good sized backyard in Northcote available for 10 to 12 month rental 
starting 1st September 2017. Prefer to rent furnished. Perfect for those renovating and wanting to stay local. Rent 
negotiable (~$750-800/week). Contact Chris 0412 008 525 
 
Northcote Community Gardens is holding a planting day on Sunday 4th June, 2017.  All welcome!  Please bring a 
trowel and gloves – afternoon tea will be provide.  Hartington Street (next to Northcote Train Station) – Melways 
30 E9.  northcotecommunitygardens@yahoo.com.au – Sponsored by Darebin Council Community Grants. 
 
 

Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) 

or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 

  
 

It's a "big bright beautiful world" for everyone's favourite ogre in SHREK THE MUSICAL JR., based on the 
Oscar-winning DreamWorks Animation film. Presented by a cast of over 90 talented performers from the 
Young Australian Broadway Chorus. Running for a limited season at the Union Theatre, University of 
Melbourne, from the 12th to 15th July. 
  

In a faraway kingdom, the green ogre Shrek finds his swamp invaded by banished fairytale misfits, runaways who've been cast 
off by Lord Farquaad, a tiny terror with big ambitions.  When Shrek sets off with a wise-cracking donkey to confront Farquaad, 
he's handed a task - if he rescues feisty Princess Fiona from the Dragon-guarded tower, his swamp will be returned to him. But, a 
fairy tale wouldn't be complete without unexpected twists and turns along the way. Part romance, part twisted fairytale; SHREK 
JR. is an irreverently fun show for the whole family.  
  
The production is directed by Robert Coates, with choreography by Jacqui Green and Musical Direction by Andy Coates. With 
spectacular costumes, impressive Set Design and a delightful cast, Shrek Jr. is sure to be loved by the whole family.  
  
Show Dates and Times 
Wednesday 12th July 11am & 2pm   Thursday 13th July 11am, 2pm & 7pm   
Friday 14th July 2pm & 7pm    Saturday 15th July 11am, 2pm & 7pm 
 
Location 
Union Theatre, Union House at Melbourne University, Parkville 
  
Ticket Info 
Cost: $22.50-$27.50 (+ booking fees)  Book online: shrek-jr.com.au  
Book via phone: 8199 8344 

mailto:northcotecommunitygardens@yahoo.com.au
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