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NEWSLETTER 
No. 11 – 27

th
 April, 2017 

 
 

 
 

If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to contact the school or want an email forwarded 
on to a teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

 
Important School Diary Dates - 2017 

 
Apr 26-28 Wed-Fri Gr 5/6 Camp 
 28 Fri Tri-Skills begins for Grades Prep to Four 
 
May 1-4 Mon-Thurs Q&A Parent Sessions (see Kerrie’s column) 
 10-12 Tue-Thur NAPLAN 
 14 Sun Family/Sibling Photo Online Orders Close (see page 7) 
 15 Mon School Photo Day (envelopes will be sent home next week) 
 16 Tues Prep Excursion to Melbourne Museum - History 
 16&17 Tues&Wed Gr 5/6 Darebin Indigenous Walk Excursion 
 18 Thurs Gr 1/2 Excursion to Melbourne Museum – Bugs, Bugs, Bugs! 
 22 Mon School Community Open Day (see Kerrie’s column)  
 23 Tues District Cross Country 
 28 Sun Prep Disco (more information to follow) 
   

 

Pupil of the Week 
(Assembly Item by Grade 3/4s) 

 

 
* All Grade 5/6 Campers 

(plus staff and parents I think with the weather they had!) 

 
There seems to be some confusion about the class names so below is the key for your information: 
00J – Lucy J  00L – Linda  00W - Laura W 
12B – Brooke  12G – Stephanie G 12N – Niki/Katie  12S - Sharif  12T – Natasha T 
34H – Jennifer H 34J – Janelle  34K – Kate  34L - Leah 
56E – Emma  56N – Nicole  56P – Penny  56S – Steve  56T - Tracy 

00J Matthew D 12B Deva B 34H Bailey H 56E * 

00L Jackson C 12G Eddy McG 34J Eliza B 56N * 

00W Tahlia B 12NK William S 34K James P 56P * 

  12S Alice G 34L Jojo R 56S * 

  12T Charlie T   56T * 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Grade 5/6 Camp.  
You probably thought the Grade 5/6’s were having a miserable time with the wild weather we’ve been 
experiencing in the last few days. You would be wrong! They are having an amazing time and really showing 
persistence and resilience in coping with the colder weather. They’re just having lots of extra hot showers when 
they get soaking wet. 
 
Yesterday kayaking on the river, stand up sailboarding and the initiatives course were all successfully completed 
despite the weather. Students working on the initiatives course had to develop strategies and use team work to 
complete their sessions. 
 
The added bonus has been fantastic food. I hear everyone thinks one of the master chefs has been working in 
the kitchen! 
 
Everyone slept well last night after the activities and night hike. Today Steven was judging the sand sculpture 
competition. He mentioned the mermaid in a bikini and a shark which were both very well done. Someone even 
found a sea urchin. 
 
We look forward to hearing more about the wonderful time the Grade 5/6 students have been having at 
Somers. 
 

Whole School Performance 
Every second year our school community comes together to create a wonderful whole school performance that 
showcases the talents of our highly creative students. Towards the end of last year, the Education Sub-
Committee discussed how this year’s performance might be approached and whether there were ways that a 
larger number of teachers and students might be able to contribute to the making and presentation of the 
show. The committee also considered how the newly formed Parent Artist Group might also be able to 
participate in the process.  Since then, we’ve discussed the project at staff meetings and had a number of 
consultations with Chris Thompson and Vanessa O’Neill from the Parent Artist Group who have generously 
offered to volunteer as artists-in-residence for the remainder of the year. At our last staff meeting before the end 
of Term One, we devoted most of our time to talking about this project and the staff and I have decided that this 
year we’ll take a different approach to how we all work together to make this spectacular event happen. 
 
During Term Two all students will have the opportunity to work with our staff and our artists-in-residence and 
other members of the Parent Artist Group to develop ideas for this large scale performance to be held at the 
school early in Term Four. This will be a promenade performance where the audience moves from location to 
location to see our students perform in many different ways under a collective theme that we’ll reveal over the 
next couple of weeks. As always, this project will offer all our students the opportunity to participate as 
performers, dancers, singers and musicians but may also have the capacity to include visual arts, puppetry, 
writing, composition and media as part of the overall presentation. There will also be opportunities for students 
to show each other their work-in-progress either in class or at assembly and to develop skills in giving feedback 
to each other as their work develops. We’re all very excited by this idea and look forward to seeing what the 
students come up with over the next couple of months. By the end of Term Two, we’ll have decided on what 
the show will be and how it will look and be ready to start rehearsing it throughout Term Three.  For those 
parents in our school community who have experience with the arts, you’ll see a callout for expressions of 
interest to get involved with the Parent Artist Group in this newsletter. If you have some time to offer, that will 
be a great way to join this exciting process at its beginning. 
 
As the project continues to develop over Term Two and Term Three, we’ll be keeping you all updated through 
the newsletter with reports from our student theatre-makers, our artists-in-residence, parent artists and members 
of staff. We’re all looking forward to getting started on what we think will be an amazing experience for 
everyone. 
 

Question & Answer/Information Sessions for Parents/Carers 
Teaching Teams from each year/home group levels will present an overview about curriculum content and how 
it will be presented in your child’s learning area.  After feedback from parents re last year’s Q&A sessions, this 
year there will be less teacher presentation time and more time for parent questions.   
 
In order for parents/carers to attend all siblings information afternoons, we will run the sessions throughout the 
week.  
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Monday May 1st  – Year 1/ 2’s    Tuesday May 2nd – Preps 
Wednesday May 3rd –  Year 3/4’s    Thursday May 4th –  Year 5/6’s 
 
Sessions will be held in each of the learning areas and will be for an adult audience, so parents will need to 
organise childcare for their children.  The sessions will be held from 5.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. sharp.   
 
Email information has gone out to parents via each teaching team and will ask you if you are able to attend and 
let us know of any questions that you may have already so that we can customise the information to your 
collective needs where possible.  Please note:  the Q&A forums are not suitable for children to attend. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at one of the sessions.   
 

Our School Community Open Day – Monday May 22nd (no assembly) 
We will be holding our whole school open morning on Monday May 22nd this year, so there will be NO 
ASSEMBLY that week.  Instead, we are inviting our current parents/carers to come along and see the school 
programs running and student’s quality work on display.  
  
Soon, you will receive information via class newsletters, inviting you to come along on open day to observe and 
acknowledge your child’s great work.  It does mean a lot to your child, to have you come and see them ‘in 
action’ learning at school.  Teachers will also include information in their class newsletters, about the morning’s 
timetable so you can see which times are available to come along to see a particular activity or learning 
experience.  Please keep in mind that this is not parent teacher interview time, but an opportunity to see your 
child in their class during the day.   We hope you can join us! 
  

The 2017 Attitudes to Schools Survey 
We want our student to tell us what they think 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School 
survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey assists 
schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. 
 
Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling 
experience.  This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school between Monday 22 May 
to Friday 23 June. The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 
 
Students from Year 4 to Year 5 and 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the 
survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school in Term 3 and will be communicated to parents through 
the annual reporting process.  Last year we used the survey results to provide feedback to teachers and to 
conduct a further survey to explore in more detail how students were feeling about being supported in their 
learning.   
 
The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to include important new measures that are known to 
influence student engagement and performance. 
 
Students privacy is our priority 
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned 
identifier that may be used by the Department to combine data for research purposes only. Your child’s privacy 
and the confidentiality of your child’s survey responses will be protected at all times. No identifiable personal 
data is included in the survey response file. 
 
This survey is not a test and your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, 
during, or after completion. 
 
Want to know more? 
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information or see: Attitudes to School Survey  
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/management/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
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Italian Update 
Italian Student Committee: This year will see our well anticipated Italian Day at NPS! Students in Year 5 and 6 
have been briefed about the day and about an opportunity to apply for The Italian Student Committee. This is a 
leadership position at the school where the students will be required to write a ‘creative’ letter addressed to me 
outlining why they should be chosen to be part of this committee. The ‘creative’ letter can be a letter on paper, a 
poster, a 3D model or a mini movie to be watched. Students chosen will assist with the planning process of the 
Italian Day and will contribute to the running of the day as well. They will also receive a badge at a special 
Assembly. At present there are many interested students and the application process has commenced. Grazie to 
those students who have already submitted their application! Applications close on Tuesday 16th May. Please 
read the school newsletter for further updates. 
 
Italian Day date ... is still being finalised once confirmation from community organisations are made available. 
Stay tuned! 
 
Italian Day Help - any assistance will be greatly appreciated. 
On Italian Day, we always have a special pizza and gelato lunch. Help is required for the organization of this 
lunch. It is best to work with a team of parents and the role would be to organise parents to distribute the pizza 
and the gelato on our day. It would also involve organising how many pizza slices we would need to order. I will 
order the pizza and the gelato. It is always a lot of fun on the day and the smiles on the students’ faces says it all!  
If there is no assistance for this area, there will be no special lunch for the students on the day. If there are any 
parents who can assist please fill out a slip which will be available in next week’s newsletter. Grazie to the 
parents who have already expressed interest. I look forward to working with you all.  
 
Can you help? Pasta or Gelato making classes on Italian Day-any assistance will be greatly appreciated: 
Through student surveys, an expression of interest has emerged for cooking activities. If you would like to 
participate and assist in making and cooking pasta or even ‘gelato’ with the year 3/4 or 5/6 students or even in 
the junior school, please see me or contact the school as soon as possible. We endeavour to schedule these 
activities on our Italian Day which will be on a Tuesday in either early term 3 or midterm 4. 
 
State-Wide Italian Competitions 
Sì, Sì, Sì! The annual competitions are here! Our students have been waiting with anticipation on the 
announcement of this year’s Dante topics. Last year, our school received two state-wide winners - Year 1- Holly L 
2nd Placing and Year 5 -Kate 1st Placing. 
 
Due to popular demand from our students, the following information about the competition has 
been placed into the newsletter for students to think about the competition and the topic over 
the next couple of weeks if they choose to. If students choose to work on an idea, they are asked 
to draft work.  DO NOT COMPLETE any posters as we will be working on this topic in class mid-
term 2. 
 
The Dante Alighieri Society Melbourne have announced their topic and is as follows: 
Poster Competition 2017  
Task Sheet  
All student entries must adhere to the following guidelines, as well as those stipulated for each year level:  
* No larger than A3  
* Include a painting, drawing or collage  
* Be clearly labelled with the student’s name, year level and school  
* Individual student entries will be accepted from students in Foundation to Grade 6  
 
Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2:  
La più bella mongolfiera è… (The most beautiful Hot-Air Balloon is..) 
Students are to create a poster about a hot-air balloon. They may focus on the size, shape and colour of the 
vessel. The heading on the poster must have the words “La più bella mongolfiera è…” or “La più bella 
mongolfiera va…”. The poster must contain five (5) adjectives or adverbs describing the hot-air balloon – these 
do not need to be in sentence form. Students may even choose to name their hot-air balloon!  
Example*  “La mongolfiera più bella è… rossa; lenta; burrascosa; gonfia; grandissima”  
 
Grade 3 and Grade 4 students  
Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera? (What can I see from my Hot-Air Balloon?) 
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Students are to create a poster about what they may see from a hot-air balloon. The heading on the poster must 
have the question “Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera?” or “Dalla mia mongolfiera vedo…” The poster must 
contain five (5) brief sentences describing what can be seen from the student’s hot-air balloon. 
Example*  “Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera? Io vedo una vista bellissima. Io vedo i tetti rossi di Siena. Ci 

sono delle persone piccole come le formiche. Io osservo il mercato nella piazza. Guarda, c’è un 
pappagallo che ci accompagna!”  

 
Grade 5 and Grade 6 students  
Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera? (Where will my Hot-Air Balloon take me?) 
Students are to create a poster about where they are going in a hot-air balloon. The heading on the poster must 
have the question “Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera?” or “La mia monglofiera mi porta…”. The poster must 
contain five (5) detailed sentences describing where the student’s hot-air balloon is travelling to. 
Example*  “Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera? Sono diretto per Alberobello ad apprezzare un panorama 

punteggiato di Trulli – storici, bianchi e carini. Io piloto la mia mongolfiera verso Marostica per 
vedere La Scacchiera in Piazza Castello. Io sono in viaggio per Portofino a contare le numerose 
barche a vela; canoe e navi da crociera. Sto andando a Roma per vedere come passano il tempo 
le famiglie in Villa Borghese. Vado in Piemonte per seguire l'espresso da Domodossola a Locarno 
e a fare delle fotografie in mezzo alle Alpi.”  

 
*These are examples only and are not indicative of the breadth of possible student responses.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: The selected judges are not affiliated with any Primary School. The Judges’ decision will be final 
and no communication with respect to results will be entered into.  
 
                               From everyone at the ‘DAS’ Melbourne: “BUON LAVORO!” 
 
There is a $5 entry fee for those students who decide to enter this competition.  Competition closes Tuesday 20th 
June and any winners will be required to attend a Presentation afternoon in October at the University of 
Melbourne - date to be confirmed.   If you wish your child to enter this competition, please enclose $5 together 
with the slip below in an envelope and send to the office before Tuesday 20th June, 2017 - NO LATER.   
 
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, particularly in Year 3 to 6, please feel free to contact me at 
the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage you to read the 
school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is 
being taught at school. 
 
Until next time, grazie mille (many thanks) for your continuing support,  
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Co-ordinator (Mon/Tue)               
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY JUNIOR POSTER COMPETITION 2017 
 
Final day to enter is Tuesday, 20th June 2017 - earlier would be preferred!   
 
All completed posters received by this date will be sent on this day.  Entry Fee = $5  
 
Yes, I wish my child to enter The Dante Alighieri Poster Competition.  
 
Student’s name:  ______________________________________________________________    Grade:  _____ 
  
Please find enclosed: $5.00  
  
  
I give permission for _____________________________________(child’s name) to have his/her photo,  
full name, grade and school name to be published in The Italian Newspaper ‘Il Globo’.  
  
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________  
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Welcome to OSHClub! 
  
Hi there, 
 
Welcome back! Week 2 already and we’re swiftly moving into winter. We had a great holiday program! 
Highlights included going to Melbourne Zoo, a screen printing adventure and making our own foosball table. 
This week we have a new Support Coordinator starting, so please welcome Geraldine . Geraldine has spent 
over three years working in before and after care and has previously run an OSHC in Reservoir. We’re very 
excited to have her aboard! 
 
Just a few updates and reminders: 
 

 We’re in the process of building some bag racks to kept the bag room tidy. Before this happens please 
remind your children to put them away neatly in the mornings.  

 We now have code system on the door. You should have received an email with the code last term.  If 
you haven’t received it please talk to me and I can tell you it personally. I recommend you store it in your 
phone and it will be the same code for everyone. Please remember that it is important that you keep this 
code in confidence for the safety of everyone at OSHClub.  

 We have a new number at OSHClub. The landline is no longer in use, so please call this number          
0437 692 819 for any enquiries about the program or Belinda Ramtol on 03 8564 9024 for any enquiries 
with accounts. 

 Tuesday and Thursday we are still getting large numbers close to our current licensing capacity. We have 
a temporary extension to 65 until we are granted a new license. Last minute casuals will require as much 
warning as possible so we can do our best to accommodate you.  

 On last minute casual bookings. Please make sure, if you want your child to attend after care that you 
text or call the program phone (0437 692 819) with your child’s name. So that we know exactly who we 
have each afternoon and follow up with the school so they can be told if they are coming. 

 A quick reminder about lost property. We have a red wheelie bin full of hats, jumpers and more. Come 
and have a look through if you think your child may have lost something. It’s located on the opposite 
wall from the sign-In desk. If the items aren’t claimed over the next couple of weeks, I’ll be donating them 
to charity. 

 
If you have any questions about the program feel free to call or email us.  
Program Number:  0437 692 819 
Program Email: oshclub.northcote@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Zoe (Prep L), 

Emily & Nathan on the birth of 

Max Jackson Carrick 

24/04/17  3.35 kg 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/baby-border-frame-14568380-jpg-46202745
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Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education 

(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made 

by them. 

 

Kumon Northcote Education Centre – Two week free trial – brochures available outside the school office 

or call Yuko Kondo on 0422 687 711. 

 

 
 
Metro Revellers Netball Club is offering 3 FREE training 
sessions for boys and girls aged 8 to 12.  
These sessions will take place on: 
  
FRIDAY 28 APRIL 2017 

FRIDAY 5 MAY 2017 

FRIAY 13 MAY 2017 

 

VENUE:  State Netball Hockey Centre 

TIMES:   8 – 11 years of age (5pm to 6pm) Court 1 

12 years of age (6pm to 7.30pm) Court 6 

 To enroll in this free offer, parents need to do the following: 
 Send a text to Lyn (0414 866 477) with name of player and the code:  metro offer. 
  
New players to the sport will be shown basic skills to enable them to gain confidence in learning the facets of the game, 
whilst players who have had experience in the sport will be able to join our current players in further developing their 
skills. 
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