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NEWSLETTER 
No. 9 – 30th March, 2017 

 
 

 
 

If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to contact the school or want an email forwarded 
on to a  teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 
Important School Diary Dates - 2017 

 

Mar 31 Fri  End Term 1 – 2.30 p.m. finish 
 

Apr 14 Fri Good Friday 
 16 Sun Easter Sunday 
 17 Mon Easter Monday 
 18 Tue Start Term 2 
   School Banking Recommences  
 24 Mon Pupil Free Day – No School 
 25 Tue Anzac Day Public Holiday 
 26-28 Wed-Fri Gr 5/6 Camp 
 
May 1-4 Mon-Thurs Q&A Parent Sessions – more information next term) 
 10-12 Tue-Thur NAPLAN 
 15 Mon School Photo Day    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a great and 

safe holiday break 

and see you in 

Term 2! 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjq5oer5fzSAhUCh7wKHUyuBHgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photo-easter-borders-image29381355&bvm=bv.151325232,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNEfm9TrZevH_3sQFkoWnXCB3W28ug&ust=1490913916576125
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Fete Announcement: $47,046.38 is the final figure for what was raised at the fete. 
Fantastic effort by all our school community - Lyn 

Farewell William, year Prep student  
William and his family are off to the other side of town to live and William will start a new school in Term 2.  
Thanks for starting your school life with us at Northcote Primary William, we wish you all the best at your new 
school and best wishes to your family too.     
 

Farewell Ash, our PE teacher  
Ash is off to the U.K. to teach in London and have some adventures over there.  

Ash has taught PE at our school in both Term 4 of 2016 and Term 1 this year.  

On behalf of the school community, I would like to thank Ash for the way he 

quickly developed good relationships with the children and got to know their 

strengths and improvement areas.  Ash is well liked by the children across the 

school and I know they will miss his kind encouragement in P.E.  Today is his last 

day.  We wish Ash all the best with his teaching career in the U.K. and hope that 

we see him some time in the future.     

 
Congratulations our 2017 School Council President and Vice President 
Last night at our first School Council meeting for the newly elected 2017 School Council, our new office bearers 
were elected.  I would like to congratulate both Ian Taylor (father of Stella, year 5) elected as President and 
Andrew Gillett (father of Zac and Jemima, year 2) elected Vice President.  I look forward to working alongside 
both Ian and Andrew and all other School Council members in the 2017 year.  Please see Ian’s report further on 
in the newsletter for other office bearers. 
 
End of Term 1 
Our school has well and truly settled into the rhythms and routines of school life this term from the ‘get go’.  Our 
3/4s have made a very smooth transition to ‘the block’ – Campus B and our new Preppies are familiar and 
engaged in learning in their new school life – thanks to the great support from their buddies, teachers and 
parents. 
 
It has been a busy and productive term with many activities that have provided opportunities for parents to be 
involved with, to understand, support and participate in the teaching and learning practices at our school.  We 
have had significant whole school events across Term 1 such as:  Welcome Picnic; Parent – Teacher Partnership 
meetings; School Fete; icy pole sales after school; School Athletics Carnival; Year 3/4 Camp to Toolangi; finish of 
the 2016 School Council and the election and induction of the new 2017 School Council. I have felt energised 
and very pleased with the work that has gone on in term 1, it has set us up for another great school year. 
 
Thank you to our Parent community 
As Principal and speaking on behalf of the staff, it is wonderful that we have positive and productive 
relationships with our parent community.  Together, we understand the nature of our task at our school is to 
provide the best learning environment we can for the children and actively work towards achieving this at every 
level.   
 
Thank you Staff 
As always, our dedicated staff (both teaching and non-teaching) have worked conscientiously and tirelessly in 
teams to ensure that the year has started well and the children are settled and focused on improving their 
learning.  Teacher teams report a term where children settled quickly and with a focus on assessment and 
setting explicit learning goals early in the term in Literacy and Numeracy and social /emotional has meant that 
the teachers know the children better than ever.  This has meant that teachers were able to group children 
accurately earlier and plan their learning targeted directly to their specific point of need and challenge. 
 
On behalf of the school community, I wish them all a restful holiday. 
 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwir2JvUgf3SAhXCjVQKHfmVBb4QjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/44de8ae762e2410dc168ef96546d9d87c047ede6/clipart-hand-up.html&psig=AFQjCNHVdhPHICC7anUV5dXx-7U5eCT5Yw&ust=1490921512110399
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Thank you students of Northcote Primary 
What a great start to the school year you have all had.  We look forward to your continued enjoyment of school, 
your hard work and your pride in your achievements.  Well done! 
 
It is nearly time to sign off and wish you all a safe and lovely Easter break.  Rest, relax and enjoy time with your 
families and friends and we will see you all back ready to go for Term 2! 

 

School Council News 
The new school council met last night for the first time.  The main business was an induction for members and 
an overview of roles and responsibilities, education department policies and school council operations.   
 
Welcome to new school council members, parents Julie Borninkhoff and Andrew Gillett as well as Chris 
Thompson (returning after a couple of years off) and teacher Kate Stevenson.  Welcome back to current 
members, Janelle Adams, Karen McLean, Karen McWilliam, Laura Wandke, Miles Callaghan, Pauline Ioannou, 
Ross Bennie and Kerrie Williams.  It is a great group of people and a fabulous representation of the ideas, 
commitment and energy of our school community. 
 
Office bearers and sub-committee convenors were also elected.  Congratulations to: 
 
Ian – President 
Andrew – Vice President 
Julie – Treasurer 
Kerrie – convenor NOOSCH 
Karen McLean and Chris – joint convenors Education 
Karen McWilliam – convenor Environment 
Pauline – convenor Community 
 
Everyone on school council is involved on at least one sub-committee.  Please come and join us.  It’s where most 
of the real work gets done.  I was very flattered to be nominated again as School Council President. 
 
The Annual Report was endorsed by school council on behalf of the school community.  It is a great statement 
of the recent achievements of the school and our students.  It shows clearly how we continue to build on the 
solid foundations established over many years.  It will be available very soon on the web site.  I recommend it as 
a great read. 
 
Finally we confirmed that the date of the Fete 2018 will be March 3rd.  Put it in your diary.  The Community sub-
committee has announced that planning for the fete will be a full year operation during 2017, so please start 
thinking about how you can contribute. 
 
Ian Taylor, 
School Council President 
 

Icy Pole Sales are over until Term 4! 
It has been a great fundraiser for the school.  I would like to thank all the mums that helped give out the icy 

poles each Friday.  A big thanks goes to the Henderson and Phegan families for donating some of the icy poles 

to the school. 

 

In Term 4 last year we raised $898.60 

In Term 1 this year we raised $912.05 

This gives us a Grand Total of $1810.65  

 

Have a wonderful Holiday!  

Kim Henderson (Zac & Isabella 3/4 and  Isla & Lexi Prep) 
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TERM 2 ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE, 2017 
** Please Note:  Some grades presentations may change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 

 
 
Italian Update                    
Salve a tutti! (hello everyone!) 
What a magnifico start to the year for all Italian classes! All year levels have been full of energy and thoroughly 
engaged in all our sessions! It has been wonderful to see the students greet both Elena and myself in the school 
yard with ‘Ciao, come stai?’ or ‘Sto bene grazie e tu?’ 
 
The year 3/4's have settled in well in the block! We have been learning about greetings and common courtesy 
words. We completed a pre-test, read simple texts and practised our words and phrases. We have looked at 
common forms of gesturing and ‘the polite form’ of addressing someone who is older! Our year 3/4 students 
respond confidently to our weekly roll call questions and they are making easy comparisons between the Italian 
and the English languages! Superbo! 
 
The Year 5/6’s have come to classes with enthusiasm! We started the year with ‘conversation’ skills and have 
played various ball games to stimulate and encourage confident use of spoken Italian. The pronunciation of 
words and phrases is favoloso! It is wonderful to hear the students practising and experimenting with the 
language to come up with their own phrases- which make perfect sense!! 
  
All students have completed their ‘Language Learning Goals’ and they have had fun with our tactile games! 
What an achievement! Epico! 
 
Competitions: The Italian year will provide our students with more state-wide competition 
opportunities. Due to popular demand from our students, the following information about 
the competition has been placed into the newsletter for students to think about the 
competition and the topic over the holidays if they choose to. If students choose to work 
on idea for the holidays, they are asked to draft work- DO NOT COMPLETE any posters as 
we will be working on this topic in class mid-term 2. 
 
There is a $5 entry fee for the competition and an entry form will be placed into the newsletter FIRST WEEK 
BACK OF TERM 2.  The Dante Alighieri Society Melbourne have announced their topic and is as follows: 
 
Poster Competition 2017  
Task Sheet  

Term 2 MONDAY Grade Hosting** 

Week 1  17th April No assembly – Easter Monday 

Week 2  24th April No assembly Pupil Free Day 2 

Week 3 1st May Grade 3/4 

Week 4 8th May Grade 5/6 

Week 5 15th May Grade 1/2 

Week 6 22nd May Prep 

Week 7 29th May Grade 3/4 

Week 8 5th June Grade 5/6 

Week 9 12th June No Assembly - Queen’s Birthday Public Hol 

Week 10 19th June Grade 1/2 

Week 11 26th June Prep 
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All student entries must adhere to the following guidelines, as well as those stipulated for each year level: 
* No larger than A3  
* Include a painting, drawing or collage  
* Be clearly labelled with the student’s name, year level and school  
* Individual student entries will be accepted from students in Foundation to Grade 6  
 
Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2:  
La più bella mongolfiera è… (The most beautiful Hot-Air Balloon is ...) 
Students are to create a poster about a hot-air balloon. They may focus on the size, shape and colour of the 
vessel. The heading on the poster must have the words “La più bella mongolfiera è…” or “La più bella 
mongolfiera va…”. The poster must contain five (5) adjectives or adverbs describing the hot-air balloon – these 
do not need to be in sentence form. Students may even choose to name their hot-air balloon!  
 
Example*  
“La mongolfiera più bella è… rossa; lenta; burrascosa; gonfia; grandissima”  
 
Grade 3 and Grade 4 students  
Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera? (What can I see from my Hot-Air Balloon?) 
Students are to create a poster about what they may see from a hot-air balloon. The heading on the poster must 
have the question “Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera?” or “Dalla mia mongolfiera vedo…”. The poster must 
contain five (5) brief sentences describing what can be seen from the student’s hot-air balloon.  
 
Example*  
“Cosa vedo dalla mia mongolfiera? Io vedo una vista bellissima. Io vedo i tetti rossi di Siena. Ci sono delle persone 
piccole come le formiche. Io osservo il mercato nella piazza. Guarda, c’è un pappagallo che ci accompagna!”  
 
Grade 5 and Grade 6 students  
Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera? (Where will my Hot-Air Balloon take me?) 
Students are to create a poster about where they are going in a hot-air balloon. The heading on the poster must 
have the question “Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera?” or “La mia monglofiera mi porta…”. The poster must 
contain five (5) detailed sentences describing where the student’s hot-air balloon is travelling to.  
 
Example*  
“Dove mi porta la mia mongolfiera? Sono diretto per Alberobello ad apprezzare un panorama punteggiato di 
Trulli – storici, bianchi e carini. Io piloto la mia mongolfiera verso Marostica per vedere La Scacchiera in Piazza 
Castello. Io sono in viaggio per Portofino a contare le numerose barche a vela; canoe e navi da crociera. Sto 
andando a Roma per vedere come passano il tempo le famiglie in Villa Borghese. Vado in Piemonte per seguire 
l'espresso da Domodossola a Locarno e a fare delle fotografie in mezzo alle Alpi.”  
 
*These are examples only and are not indicative of the breadth of possible student responses.  
More information about an IT competition will be available next term. 
 
Italian Day! 
Yes, it is that time of year again. We will be having an Italian Day later in year and an Italian Student Committee 
will be established. More information about the date, the committee and a call for any parent volunteers will be 
placed into the newsletter, first week back of Term 2. So…watch this space! 
 
Extra Italian practise for students: Following many discussions with parents regarding extra Italian 
lessons/practise for their child/ren at home I have provided the popular education website for you once again. If 
you have the internet at home, visit: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline 
 
This program is an extra fun way for your child/ren to practise and extent their Italian knowledge and support 
Literacy skills. It is a great language website filled with lots of new activities and games. 
If you have any queries regarding the Italian Program, particularly in Year 3 to 6, please feel free to contact me at 
the school or drop in directly after school for a chat or to make an appointment. I encourage you to read the 
school newsletter and discuss what you have read with your child/ren to stimulate conversation about what is 
being taught at school.  
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline


6 | P a g e  
 

Until next time, keep smiling, buone vacanze (happy holidays) and stay safe. Grazie mille (many thanks) for your 
continuing support,  
 
Signorina Rosa - Italian Teacher Years 3-6 and Co-ordinator (Mon/Tue)               
 

Italian Update from the Junior School… 
As we come to the end of Term 1, we must congratulate the Grade Prep for settling so well in the school 
environment. It has been a short term but with the help of Pinocchio most students are able to greet me in 
Italiano, understanding the difference between “buongiorno and ciao”. Confidence is being gained to respond 
to classroom commands.  
 
We have commenced learning the colours in Italian, beginning to recognize the written word as well as the 
oral. Pronunciation has been particularly good. Bravissimi!!  
 
Grade 1/2 have commenced the year with great determination having set individual goals for the year in the 
areas they wish to excel in, in Italiano. Some wish to be able recite numbers to 100 or be able to say and write 
the days of the week.   
 
We have been looking at expressing the emotions with all the cultural characteristics of Italian mannerisms. This 
has provided the background of consolidating the use of the verb “essere”, (I am) and that emotions are 
adjectives that change with the gender of the user.  
 
Fantastic work on remembering the vowels in Italian thus ensuring a truly Italian pronunciation. Well done 
Grade 1. 
 
Looking forward to a great Term 2.  Bravissimi tutti!! 
 
Signora Elena 
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National Young Leaders Day 
Last Monday 27th March, 12 Year 6 students went to the Young Leaders Day Conference.  We saw six inspiring 
speakers and learnt a lot from them.  The speakers were Sam Skinner, Judith Graley, Anirudh Kathrivel, Jade 
Hameister, Matt Cosgrove and Josh Richards. 
 
Sam Skinner 
With Sam we did an activity about core leadership values.  In her speech she said that anyone can have courage 
and courage is needed to be a leader.  Leaders are able to make the world a better place. 
 
Judith Graley 
With Judith we learned to always believe in others and yourself and remind others to believe in themselves.  
Always try to think outside the box. 
 
Anirudh Kathrivel 
For his 10th birthday Anirudh created a concept on public transport to help people who need to get a seat.  He 
advised us to tell people about your idea, like he did.  You can’t do anything by yourself. 
 
Jade Hameister 
It was only her second time skiing when Jade skied across the North Pole.  She told us that some fears are just 
our own imagination trying to scare us.  Go for bravery, not perfection. 
 
Matt Cosgrove 
Matt is a children’s author.  At the ImagiNATION he said it’s the way you look at the problem - positively or 
negatively.  You can change anything with imagination. 
 
Josh Richards 
Josh is one of the last 200 people who might be going to Mars.  Not just for a few days, but forever.  One of the 
things that he said was:  “If you don’t aim high, you will never get there in the first place”. 
 
Now before you finish reading this, here are some quotes: 
 
“No idea is a bad idea, just some ideas are better than others” – Judith Graley 
 
“To be a leader, don’t follow the crowd” – Sam Skinner 
 
“Don’t let life randomly kick you into the adult you don’t want to become” – Josh Richards 
 
By Bella F & Daniel F 
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28/03/2017 

 

The Tri-Skills gymnastics program is for grades Prep to 4, it forms an essential part 

of the school’s Physical Education program and is delivered by qualified and 

experienced instructors. 

 

The cost of this program is incorporated in your Parent Payment Charges 

which needs to be paid (in total) prior to students participating in the program. 

 

Tri-Skills will be held on Fridays from 28th April to 23rd June, 2017. 

You can find out more about Tri-Skills on their website: www.triskills.com.au  

 
Carefully structured, progressive lessons ensure that students learn: 

 safe exercises beginning with safe landings 

 body orientation through rolls and twists 

 balance and team work skills 

 power skills such as jumping and leaping 

 new forms of locomotion such as cartwheels and vaults 

 strength and flexibility through handstands,  
         on high bar, P- bars and floor exercises. 

 

Students will gain:  through: 

 social skills  individual, partner and group activities 

 confidence   modified skills providing high success levels 

 self-esteem  proven successful skill progressions 

 co-ordination  learning new, progressively more advanced skills 

 fitness  high levels of activity time each lesson 
 

Students work at their own pace during the program.  Tri-Skills aims to challenge all children’s skill 

levels, whilst maintaining a high rate of success for all students. 

 

All sessions are very active with the children using different types of equipment. It is recommended 

that for each session: 

1. Shoes and socks are taken off prior to a session 
2. Jewellery or watches are removed or not worn on the day 
3. Long hair is tied back 
4. No stockings or tights 
5. Loose, comfortable clothing e.g. Shorts/track pants 

 

 

  

http://www.triskills.com.au/
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Welcome to OSHClub! 

Hi there, 
Last week of term! It’s been a wonderful first term. We’ve really enjoyed meeting and getting to know all of 
you. We’re looking forward to a fun holiday program next week! There’s still time to book if you haven’t yet. 
We’d love to have you there!  In other news we have a new pet at OSHClub. Bubbles the Siamese fighting fish is 
the newest member of the team. Make sure you come say hello and make him very welcome. 
 
Just a few updates and reminders: 

 We have a new code system on the door. You should have received an email with the code so that you can 
securely enter the OSHC of a morning and afternoon. If you haven’t received it please talk to me and I can 
tell you it personally. I recommend you store it in your phone and it will be the same code for everyone. 
Please remember that it is important that you keep this code in confidence for the safety of everyone.  

 Holiday Program bookings are still open and I’ve just had confirmation that our excursion to the Melbourne 
Zoo will have an extra 8 places from this afternoon. So if you missed out, get in quickly to secure your spot. 

 We have a new number at OSHClub. The landline is no longer in use, so please call this number 0437 692 819 
for any enquiries about the program or Belinda Ramtol on 03 8564 9024 for any enquiries with accounts. 

 Tuesday and Thursday we are still getting large numbers close to our current licensing capacity. We have a 
temporary extension to 65 until we are granted a new license. Last minute casuals will require as much 
warning as possible so we can do our best to accommodate you.  

 On last minute casual bookings. Please make sure, if you want your child to attend after care that you text or 
call the program phone (0437 692 819) with your child’s name. So that we know exactly who we have each 
afternoon and follow up with the school so they can be told of they are coming. 

 A quick reminder about lost property. We have a red wheelie bin full of hats, jumpers and more. Come and 
have a look through if you think your child may have lost something. It’s located on the opposite wall from 
the sign-In desk. I’ll be handing it to the school at the end of term. 

 
If you have any questions about the program feel free to call or email us.  
Program Number:  0437 692 819 
Program Email: oshclub.northcote@gmail.com 
 

Sunsmart 
As term one ends, please ensure that sun protection doesn’t end too. 
 
The term break is fast approaching and hopefully you’ll be able to take some time 
out for a well-earned break.  

Could you please remind staff, students and families to continue their sun 
protection habits during the holidays and into the start of term two. Daily UV 
levels are still above 3 at least until the end of April and for some locations, 
even beyond this time. Whenever UV levels are 3 or higher, sun protection is 
needed. 
  
Please be sure to check the daily sun protection times for your nearest 
location on the free SunSmart app or at sunsmart.com.au or myuv.com.au. 
Thanks for your ongoing support. Have a great term holiday.  

 
 

 

 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/tools/interactive-tools/free-sunsmart-app
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/
http://www.myuv.com.au/
http://www.cancervic.org.au/?utm_source=e-signature&utm_campaign=ccv-esignatures&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=logo
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi39-nw9PzSAhVKfLwKHd1QBGIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/egg-coloring/&bvm=bv.151325232,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFZjvhNEwQS3Iq9gZh0KQnIlyaQyw&ust=1490918014676015
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Community News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Helping young people to find JOY 

This week's update includes a video you can share with your school 

community. Michael is joined by parenting educator and teacher 

Sharon Witt to discuss self-esteem building in young people, and the importance of helping young people find 

their JOY or their spark. 

To download - go to this link. 

From there, at the bottom right hand side of the video there is an option to download the video. 

 

Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education 

(DE&T) or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made 

by them. 

 
Student Exchange Australia New Zealand is a not-for-profit organisation that is 
registered with all state and territory Departments of Education around Australia 
and with the Ministry of Education in NZ.  We are the first and only secondary 
exchange organisation in Australia and New Zealand to be certified to ISO 9001 
(Quality Management System) and we ensure the highest standards of care and 
support to our participants. You can find out more about our organisation by 
visiting www.studentexchange.org.au 
   

http://www.mnwdhosting.com/diyemail/link.php?M=1727719&N=5741&L=3194&F=H
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=4W-BplUw1gngGWNOXy-QmdEDfBCGjXT40tNstW1GwcobHwoN7XbUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmanage.sendandreceive.com.au%2fch%2f8216%2f2dgwcbc%2f103687%2f53d641042g.html
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS9siV9fzSAhVEvrwKHcn8DpwQjRwIBw&url=http://weeebay.com/mandiri/coloring-easter-egg.html&bvm=bv.151325232,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFZjvhNEwQS3Iq9gZh0KQnIlyaQyw&ust=1490918014676015
http://www.mnwdhosting.com/diyemail/link.php?M=1727719&N=5741&L=3194&F=H
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Music lessons  
Would you like your child to learn the joy of music?  I offer lessons in piano, singing, guitar and flute and am passionate 
about nurturing confidence and ability while instilling a solid grasp on the fundamentals of the language of music and how 
to read, write and be creative with it in a way that is dynamic, supportive and fun. 
 
Some testimonials: 
"Sarah has taught our two boys piano. She is enthusiastic music teacher who is patient and kind with children. She clearly 
has a great love of all types of music and makes music fun. Sarah has taught our children not only songs from a book and 
technical skills but also the principles of harmony and rhythm. As a teacher we have always found Sarah reliable, flexible 
and generous" DH 
 
"Thank you for being such a warm and inspirational music teacher to our three kids" SB 
 
"Sarah is the best" AB, aged 8 
 
Call Sarah McDonald ( B.Mus, Adv. Dip. Jazz and Contemporary Music ) on 0402 703 931 
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