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NEWSLETTER 
No. 40 – 29

th
 October 2015 
 

If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to 
contact the school or want an email forwarded on to a 

teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 
 

Important School Diary Dates 
 

2015 
Oct 30 Fri Grade 3/4 Excursion - ACMI & Royal Botanic Gardens 
 

Nov 2 Mon Pupil Free Day – No School for Children 

 3 Tues Melbourne Cup Day – Public Holiday 
 4 Wed School Banking Day (due to pupil free day) 
 5  Thur Whole School Photo 
 10 Tues Film Fundraising Night - Westgarth Cinema   
 13 Fri District Triathlon 
 20 Fri Fete Jam & Preserves bottling morning 
 22 Nov Vision Portraits Family Portrait Day (see page 6) 
 26 Thur Cultural Performance 
 
Dec 8 Tues Grade 6 Graduation 
 18 Fri End of Term 4 – 1.30 p.m. 
 

2016 
Jan 28  Thurs Start Term 1 – 9.00 a.m. 
Mar 5 Sat NPS Fete 10.00 a.m.- 4.00 p.m. 
 14 Mon Labour Day Public Holiday 
 24  Thur End Term 1 
 25-28  Easter 
Apr 11 Mon Start Term 2 
 25 Mon Anzac Day Public Holiday   

 

 

 

CORRECTION: The Fundraising Movie Night 

time is : 

8.30 p.m. for a 9.00 p.m. start 

(not 9.30 p.m.) 

See you there!! 
 

mailto:northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Student Achievement 

Thank you Ross and Linda 
I would like to acknowledge and thank Ross Bennie and Linda Batten, who stepped up to the 
Acting Principal and Acting Assistant Principal respectively, during my short period of leave last 
week.  It is great to come back to the school that continues to steam ahead and not be side 
tracked when the Principal vacates the chair temporarily.  Developing the efficacy and leadership 
skills of staff has always been a focus at our school, and it is great to know that our distributive 
leadership model gives opportunities for staff to be supported to experience leadership at higher 
levels.  Thanks again Ross and Linda. 
 
Class Structures and Student Numbers for 2016 
We have been working on our planning for our 2016 student numbers and the possible class 
structures that will best support the children’s learning needs and the strength of the teacher 
teaming approach at our school.  At this point in time, we have 373 confirmed enrolments, with 
63 new preppies for 2016.  With enrolment enquiries on an almost daily basis, the total 
enrolment number may vary by +5 or -5 at least, before the commencement of the 2016 school 
year.   
 
The confirmed student numbers at the end of February 2016 will determine the amount of 
human (teachers/staff) and financial resources that we are entitled to in the Student Resource 
Package from the Education Department.  Given the increase in total school enrolments, the 
school will operate with a 16 class structure to accommodate the anticipated student numbers.   
 
I would like to invite parents to submit your thoughts in writing to the office (email school 
address, by next Wednesday morning, 4th November, on suggested class structures for 2016.  
Please keep in mind, any models should have lower numbers of children in the Prep, 1 areas and 
if at all possible, grade 2 classes.   
 
If making composite (2 levels in one class arrangement) or multi-age (minimum of 3 levels in one 
class arrangement) grades, try and make sure there is a reasonable representation of a single 
level class in that structure.  Also, try and balance the gender representation across the class 
where possible.    
 
The student numbers may change between now and the start of the 2016 school year and we 
would have to adjust models accordingly, especially if the Prep numbers were to increase 
significantly. 
 
Please see the table below for year level and gender breakdown for 2016.  I have included the 
model that staff have been working on for your interest as well.  I look forward to your 
suggestions. 
 

Year level Male Female Total  

Prep 32 31 63 63 

Year 1 26 39 65 
118 

Year 2 28 25 53 

Year 3 20 20 40  
100 Year 4 28 32 60 

Year 5 25 15 40 
92 

Year 6 23 29 52 

TOTAL 182 191 373 373 
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2016 class organisation – staff developed model 
 

Class 1 Prep x 1 21  

Class 2 Prep x 2 21  

Class 3 Prep x 3 21 63 

 

Class 4 Year 1/2 x 1  23  

Class 5 Year 1/2 x 2 23  

Class 6 Year 1/2 x 3 24  

Class 7 Year 1/2 x 4 24  

Class 8 Year 1/2 x 5 24 118 

 

Class 9 3/ 4 x 1 25  

Class 10 3/ 4 x 2 25  

Class 11 3/ 4 x 3 25  

Class 12 3/ 4 X 4 25 101 

 

Class 13 5/6 x 1 23  

Class 14 5/6 x 2 23  

Class 15 5/6 x 3 23  

Class 16 5/6 x 4 23 92 

TOTAL:  373 373 

 

Children home group placement 2016 
Given the collaborative approach to teaching and learning that the school has embraced and 
developed, students now frequently work alongside a range of other students across home 
groups.  In the past when we had single classes only, children and parents were concerned 
about having specific friends in the same home group.  The teacher teaming has made this less of 
an issue as children work alongside a wider choice of other children.  
Soon, we will be asking the children to nominate friends they would like to be with in 2016.  We 
will commence the enormous task of allocating students to home groups, and team learning 
areas.    
 
If you feel you need to let us know something regarding your child’s 2016 placement, please put 
it in writing, and send to Ross or myself via the office or email, by November 11th.  Don’t forget to 
talk with your child first, as often parents have requested that their child be put in a class with 
another child, and we find that the child has nominated completely different friends!   
Please note, I do not consider requests for specific teaching staff, so please don’t ask.   
 

Pupil Free Day on Monday, 2nd November 
A final reminder that children are not required at school on Monday.  All staff will be involved in 
professional learning activities, including the office staff.   The school will not be able to be 
accessed on this day.   
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The October meeting of school council celebrated some great milestones.  We discussed the terrific 
extension to the NOOSHC house and its reopening last Monday.  Senior students have also started using 
the senior campus and are very excited about the additional space and resources. School council 
congratulates everyone involved in making these changes happen, particularly Kerrie and Ross who have 
worked tirelessly.  Both achievements reflect the commitment of school council to striving to improve the 
amenities and educational standard across the school. 
 
Hooray!  No increase in school fees for 2016.  This was the recommendation of finance sub-committee 
adopted by school council.  This is a great result based on careful budgeting and extremely good 
management.  We also agreed to maintain all our voluntary contribution levies except the ICT charge, 
which will increase by $10 to $90 in 2016.  We have reluctantly agreed to raise this charge to fully cover 
the cost of recent improvements in our equipment and systems. 
 
Our recent parent survey, addressing student reports, has been summarised in a discussion paper 
prepared by the education sub-committee.  Key findings include, parents like seeing their children’s work 
at the three way conferences and many would like the opportunity to speak to the teacher without their 
children present.  Some parents are not aware that a range of options are available for individual 
discussions with teachers and communication of reporting processes should focus more on these options.  
Reports are generally valued but many respondents found some aspects hard to understand or too 
general.  Thanks to Karen McLean and the sub-committee for the great work on this complex issue.  The 
committee will continue to refine the report and formulate specific recommendations to school council. 
 
NAPLAN Reports on five year trends at the school level were carefully considered.  Congratulations to 
students, staff and families on the steady and notable increase in our outcomes across the school.  It is a 
testament to the success of our strategic plan, our teaching and learning focus and our team teaching 
approach that all measures in literacy and numeracy have improved between cohorts.  While we 
recognise the limitations of this type of testing and data aggregation it is interesting to see our progress 
against state and national benchmarks.  It is also data that confirms the individual program results 
achieved by our students and teachers. 
 
Finally the community sub-committee asked school council to recognise the contribution of Claire Murphy 
in maintaining and updating the school web site. 
 
Don’t forget to book your tickets for “The Dressmaker” and your family portrait session.  Two great 
Christmas gift ideas. 
 
Ian Taylor 
 
 
 

 
Ciao a Tutti! (Hello Everyone!) 
 
THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY Awards: 
 
On Saturday 24th October at The University of Melbourne, brothers, George (Year 1) and 
Jonathan (Year 3) were officially presented with their trophy and book prize for the state wide 
Dante Alighieri Poster competition for 2015.  
 
Our students ably represented Northcote Primary School as they walked down to receive their 
award and have their photo taken for the Italian newspaper, ‘Il Globo’. The students’ family, Elena 
and I were very proud of their achievement as the students beamed with excitement as they held 
their beautiful trophy. This is the first time that our school has had two brothers as state wide 
winners and both achieving 3rd place for their year level! Epico! 
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Congratulazione again to George (3rd Placing) and Jonathan (3rd Placing) and ben fatto (Well 
done). Thank you to both George and Jonathan’s family and to Elena who attended this special 
afternoon to support our students. 
 
Congratulations again also to the following students who have received recognition for their 
achievements. The following students were officially presented with their certificate and had their 
posters returned, during this Monday morning’s school assembly by our Acting Principal, Ross. 
Grazie Ross! 
 
Result Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Terzo Premio George P  Jonathan P    

Eccellenza 
(Finalist) 

Dean K  Tas K  Georgia B  

Pregio (High 
Distinction) 

Andersen W 
Bianca S 

 Kai S 
George T 
 

Leah C 
 

 Hannah K 
Sabrina N 
Imogen N 

Lode 
(Honourable 
Mention) 

Ella S Matthew R 
Alannah S 

Emma B Adam C Molly B 
Rosa L 
Lily M 

 

Merito (Merit) Claudia M 
Amelie M 
 
 

Charlie M 
Jorja N 

Lotte B 
Veronica L 
Alex M 
Grace P 
Phoebe S 
Eva V 

Besinda C 
Kate J 
Aimee M 
Dane T 
 

Ella O 
Iris B 
Alicia C 
Holly L 
Stephanie M 
Ivy P 
Mica S 
Sophie V 

 

Partecipazione     Max D 
Erin G 
Skadi H 
Sarah J 
Jemma T 

Caleb B 
Ethan M 
 

Until next time, grazie for your continuing support, 
 
Saluti (cheers), 
Signorina Rosa 
Italian Teacher and Co-ordinator. 
Mon/Tue 
 
 

Could some brilliant, generous, craft person please cover two 
library floor cushions?  Preferably they would need to be 
covered with a cotton drill or cotton duck.  They are in the 
corner of the Library behind my desk.  For this you will earn our 
eternal gratitude  
 
I am also still looking for any old sheets and/or doona covers we 
can use for dust covers over the bookshelves.  If you have any to 
donate, please leave them on the Library tables for me. 
 
Thank you very much in advance, 
Susi 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO6VjpLT5sgCFYfjpgodNzUDQw&url=http://imagegator.net/indesign-clipart-library&bvm=bv.106130839,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNEJ6SvJ2ZfUykWnTxdY7aP4ZNJ6jw&ust=1446172649783200
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Any questions, or if you need to pay cash instead of booking online, please contact Genevieve on 0429 330 019. 
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Are you interested in being a home stay host?  

Brunswick Secondary College is proud to have International Students 
from all over the globe – China, Korea, Vietnam, Indonesia, India and 
Bangladesh. These students add value to our school and school 
community. We are currently looking for expressions of interests from 
families who would be willing to invite an International Student in to their 
homes and share their culture and learn about a new one. We are 
seeking home stay hosts from term 1, 2016.  
The benefits of being a home stay provider can include:  

Learning about different cultures, helping a young person succeed in their education, a weekly board 
payment, companionship, eating delicious, new foods and much more - it’s really what you make of it.  
What you need to be a home stay host:  
An open-minded attitude to another culture’s habits, food, festivals, costumes, a willingness to involve the 
student in your family activities, a willingness to oversee the student’s education, a Working With Children 
Check (this can be organised if you don’t currently have one), a spare room with a bed, desk and lamp for 
the student.  
Brunswick Secondary College has found that our ‘quality’ home stay hosts find their reward in ongoing 
contact with students long since they have returned home, and sometimes an invitation to visit the student 
in their home country.  
If you are interested, or would like to know more about being a home stay host please email the International 

Student Program Co-ordinator, Anne Siciliano on 9387-6133, or siciliano.antoinette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

8.30 p.m. for a 9.00 p.m. start 
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Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DEECD) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice 

contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DEECD) or this school for the 

accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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