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NEWSLETTER 
No. 16 – 8th June, 2017 

 
 

 
 

If you have information or ads for the newsletter, need to contact the school or want an email forwarded 
on to a teacher, please email it to northcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

 
Important School Diary Dates - 2017 

 
Jun 12 Mon Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No School 
 13 Tues Last Day for Boscastle Pie Orders 
 20 Tues Italian Poster Competition closes 
 22 Thurs Pie Orders Delivered 
 28 Wed Parent/Teacher 3 Way Conferences (see page 3&4) 
 30 Fri End Term 2 – 2:30 p.m. Finish 
 
Jul 17 Mon Term 3 starts – 9.00 a.m. 
 28 Fri Pupil Day – No School for Students 
 29 Sat Prep to Grade 6 Disco  
 
Aug 4 Fri Gr 5/6 Swimming Program Begins to 22/6 (Fridays) 
 26 Sat Annual NPS Trivia Night 
 
Sep 4 Mon Pupil Free day – No School for Students 
   

 
Reminder: Donations to the Library Trust Fund for this year’s tax can be paid at the office until 

Wednesday 21st June.  Thank you. 
 

Greetings … 
Thank you working bee attendees 
With a lovely winter sun shining, a small but dedicated group of parents and children turned up to help 
our school with our working bee on Saturday 3rd June.  Work focused on landscaping around the new 
play equipment with wheelbarrow loads of Dromana and stones creating a border around the rubber 
matting surface and the play area.  Fresh planting was completed into the existing front of school garden 
beds and large pots, just near our front entrance way.  The School Council’s environment committee 

No Pupil of the Week this week due to  

Queen’s Birthday Holiday on Monday  

 

 

School banking will be Tuesday next week… 
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and our Assistant Principal, Ross Bennie, oversaw the work.  As the sun lowered towards late afternoon, 
we all enjoyed a hot sausage and sauce wrapped in fresh wholemeal bread.  Yum!  Thank you to all 
attendees, your time, effort and generosity was very much appreciated. 
 
Talking to children about terrorism  
The recent terrorist attacks in London following on from the recent events in Manchester, where children 
and young people were among the victims, has spread shockwaves across the globe. With media 
coverage reaching saturation levels it’s difficult to shield children from these events. The task for parents 
is to reassure children, while to trying to explain events that for most of us are inexplicable.  I have 
included an article below from well-known author Michael Grose. (10 parenting books, including 
Spoonfed Generation, Thriving! and the best-selling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want 
to Change it). His popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   
 
I hope you find it useful. 
 
By Michael Grose  
 
While most parents quite naturally don’t want to discuss terrorism with children, it’s not a topic that you 
should avoid, particularly if your children ask pertinent questions. 
 
Here are some ideas that will help: 
 
1. Discuss age-appropriately 
The Australian Psychological Society recommends, “It’s best to shield pre-schoolers completely from 
frightening or traumatic world events.” This means protecting young children from media coverage and 
being mindful of adult conversations around young children. However even young children overhear 
conversations and know is happening, so be prepared to discuss events in ways that they understand. 
 
Primary school-aged children have more exposure through the media and the schoolyard. However, 
children can easily misinterpret events so be prepared to clarify misconceptions and open the way for 
conversations. 
 
Older children are usually very aware of media coverage, and have an understanding of the 
ramifications both personally and politically. Opening the way for more in-depth conversations as well 
as processing any feelings that arise is important for this age group. 
 
2. Manage yourself first 
Children of all ages take their cues about unusual events from their parents. Events such as terrorism 
may leave you feeling unsettled and outraged but you need to think carefully about the emotions you 
communicate to children. First and foremost they need to feel safe, so it’s best to keep extreme emotions 
in check in front of children. Share how you feel with your children but make sure you are in control of 
your emotions. Air strong feelings of anger or disgust with trusted adults if you need to vent or explore 
your own reactions. 
 
3. Find out what they know 
Children often confuse time and place so they can easily think that an event that occurred on the other 
side world will directly impact on them. Young children, in particular, usually personalise situations. They 
may, for example, think that an older relative is in danger because he or she is a regular concertgoer. 
 
4. Keep conversations simple 
Let children steer the conversation with their questions and worries. Answer children’s questions matter-
of-factly and simply, while bringing issues down to their level if necessary by talking about why people 
get into fights, and pinpointing appropriate and inappropriate reactions. With older children and teens, 
you may be able to hold discussions around politics and religion but do so without stereotyping, or 
providing narrow analyses of events. 
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5. Listen to their worries 
Encourage your children to talk about their feelings as well as their thoughts about the events. If possible, 
help them give their feelings a name. Assist them to understand that it’s normal to feel scared, sad and 
angry when events like these occur. Some children may want to spend more time around you, which is 
a natural reaction to distressing events occur that are outside their control.  
 
6. Monitor media exposure 
Limit children’s exposure to television as constant viewing of images of tragedy and terror can reinforce 
that the world is a dangerous place. Be mindful that constant repetition can de-sensitise some children 
impacting on their ability to feel empathy. If news is being seen, join children and young people to watch 
those media stories of terrorism so you can provide adult perspective and clarity to what they are seeing. 
 
7. Help kids feel empowered 
Keep reminding children and young people that their world is basically a safe place. Focus on simple 
ways that young children stay safe such as wearing a seatbelt, using a helmet while riding a bike and 
strapping on safety gear when they skateboard. Older children may want to fundraise for a charity 
organisation so they learn that they can make a positive difference. You may also hold discussions with 
teenagers about current safety measures such as airport security and possible increases in security at 
future entertainment and sporting events. 
 
8. Remind kids that people are good 
Perhaps the most insidious aspect about terrorism for those that are not directly affected by it is that it 
can lead to mistrust of others and a cynicism toward different religious or political groups. It’s easy to 
lose sight of the basic goodness in all of us. It may be useful then to highlight stories of heroism and 
goodness that come out of terrorism attacks. With young children, make a list of all the people such as 
medics, police and fire personnel that keep us safe. With older children share stories of heroism, 
community and the help that always comes after distressing events. 
 
Conversations about disastrous events such as terrorism provide opportunities for parents to help 
children manage difficult emotions; and help them make sense of complex events while broadening 
their understanding of the world. 
 
And now onto more ordinary, but important events …  
 
Library Fund donations – still time before the end of the financial year 
School Council would like to remind parents that there is still time in this financial year (2 weeks) to make 
a donation to the Library Fund, and claim it on this year’s tax return.   Your donations would be most 
welcome and gratefully appreciated by all the children in our school, who love going into the Library 
and discovering a new book to read. 
 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews and 3 Way Conferences – Wednesday 28th June 
All interviews/conferences will be booked online through Compass from the morning of Friday 16th June 
to Monday 26th June. Interviews/conferences will be available from 11.00 am until 7.45 pm. for a 
duration of 15 minutes each. Students will compile a portfolio of work that will be available to be 
discussed with their parents/carers prior to their interview. Student portfolios will be in a central area 
near your child’s interview space, please only view your child’s portfolio. 
  
Parents/caregivers will be able to choose between two types of interviews, both of 15 minutes each. 
Please indicate to your child’s teacher which interview you would prefer.  
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1. A 3 Way conference where the student is present for part of the interview process and the other 
part of the interview is between the teacher and the parent/carer without the student present. 
 

2. A parent/carer teacher interview without the student present. 
 
Student reports will go home with students on Thursday 22nd June 

 
On Wednesday 28th June, parents/carers and students will be meeting with their Home Group teacher 
to discuss each student’s learning progress, future learning (SMART goals) and any concerns.  On this 
day, students attend school ONLY for their conference. There are no regular classes on the day as all 
home group teachers are involved in conferences, which run from 11.00 a.m. – 7.45 p.m.  Lisa (Art 
Teacher) will be available for requested interviews via Compass from 3.45 p.m. to 5.45 p.m. 
 
Details and instructions regarding the booking process for interviews using Compass will be made 
available next week via the school newsletter and on Compass News Feeds.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  or by phone 9481 0009 
 
Out of school hours program on Weds 28th June 
The Northcote out of school hours program will operate its usual hours on the Parent Teacher/ 3 Way 
conference day. Students who attend this program will be brought to school at 8.45 where there will be 
a teacher on duty for all students who are attending the Alternative program. 
 
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM 
Weds 28th June 2017   9.00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. 
 
Children are not required to be at school on Wednesday 28th June. Children only attend for their conference with 
teachers and parents to discuss their learning progress and report.  
 
There are no regular classes operating during the day of the Three Way Conference/ Parent teacher Interview as 
classroom teachers will be involved in conferences all day.  An alternative program will operate for parents who 
are unable to make other care arrangements. Only students who are registered for the alternative program can 
attend, as we need to make staffing arrangements in advance.  For example, your 3WC is scheduled for 12.00 
p.m. and you have had your child with you until then.  You bring your child to school for your conference and 
they leave with you – your child cannot stay on at school after that. 
 
Please return or email to your child’s home group teacher by Friday 23rd June.   
 
Ross Bennie 
Assistant Principal 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
My children will attend the alternative program on Wednesday 28th June 
 
Child’s Name:  _____________________________________ Grade_______     Teacher ________________ 
 
Child’s Name:  _____________________________________ Grade_______     Teacher ________________ 
 
Child’s Name:  _____________________________________ Grade_______     Teacher ________________ 

 

 
Ross Bennie 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 

mailto:bennie.ross.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Premiers Reading Challenge 
Thank you to all those busy readers out there who have already emailed me their details to be part of 
the reading challenge. 
It's not too late! 

Please email Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Subject : READ 

Include: your child’s name, grade level and teacher 

Thank you! Stephanie will then register your child. 

Once you have registered, Stephanie will send you the log in details for your child. You can log onto the 

website and type in the book titles. Your child may be able to do this by themselves. Then, until 

September, just continue reading and make sure you record the books you have read.  

The challenge finishes on Friday September 8th, 2017. 

 

Yes it’s on again!  The Boscastle Pie Drive 

 

Northcote Primary school invites family and friends to purchase award 

winning Boscastle gourmet pies as part of our fundraising efforts to 

improve facilities and resources for 2017. 

   

Orders must be placed by Tuesday 13 June and pies will be delivered on Thursday 22 June. 

 

Orders can be made via the Trybooking link below or the order forms which are being sent out 

through the classrooms.  

https://www.trybooking.com/QGIX 

 

 

 

Start polishing your 

sequinned shirts, 

NPS school disco  

will be held on Saturday  

July 29th! 

(Prep – Grade 6) 

 

mailto:Griffiths.Stephanie.C@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.trybooking.com/QGIX


6 | P a g e  
 

  

Welcome to OSHClub! 
  
Hi there, 
Week 8! There’s been even more changes to OSHClub this last week. Geraldine has been making the room more colourful with every passing 
week. We’ve made a new hydration station and an improved recycling area in honour of World Environment day. But we’re still looking to 
improve the service. If you have any donations of recyclables, dress ups, building blocks, games, craft, magazine, jars or old tyres we’d love to 
receive them! We’re also planning a little garden. If you have any spare planter boxes, seeds or anything garden related we’d be love to have 
them too. Don’t forget Holiday Program is coming up. There are flyers at the OSHC and info online at www.oshclub.com.au. 
  
Tim, Geraldine and Molly 
 
Just a few updates and reminders: 
 

 With flu season upon us it’s a good time to remind you of the infectious disease policy at OSHClub. If you are concerned your child is 
sick and may make other children sick please keep them home for the safety of the children and staff at OSHClub. We appreciate 
you making the health and safety of everyone a priority. If you want more information about specific illnesses we have reading 
material available at the OSHC, including exclusion periods for different illnesses. 

 There have been some changes at OSHClub. We have a new contact for accounting. Please call 1300 395 735 or email 
oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au for any account enquiries. If you have any questions about the changes don’t hesitate 
to ask, I’ll do my best to help you.  

 We have a code system on the door. If you haven’t received it please talk to the staff and so we can tell you it personally. I 
recommend you store it in your phone and it will be the same code for everyone. Please remember that it is important that you 
keep this code in confidence for the safety of everyone at OSHClub.  

 The landline is no longer in use, so please call this number 0437692819 for any enquiries about the program. 

 On last minute casual bookings. Please make sure, if you want your child to attend after care that you text or call the program with 
your child’s name. So that we know exactly who we have each afternoon and follow up with the school so they can be told if they 
are coming. 

 An update about lost property. We now have a hanger next to the bag racks with all the lost items. Come and have a look through if 
you think your child may have lost something.  
 

If you have any questions about the program feel free to call or email us.  

Program Number:  0437692819 

Program Email: northcote@oshclub.com.au 

 
Community News 
Lovely 4 bedroom Edwardian house with good sized backyard in Northcote available for 10 to 12 month rental 
starting 1st September 2017. Prefer to rent furnished. Perfect for those renovating and wanting to stay local. Rent 
negotiable (~$750-800/week). Contact Chris 0412 008 525 
 
Northcote Community Gardens is holding a planting day on Sunday 4th June, 2017.  All welcome!  Please bring a 
trowel and gloves – afternoon tea will be provide.  Hartington Street (next to Northcote Train Station) – Melways 
30 E9.  northcotecommunitygardens@yahoo.com.au – Sponsored by Darebin Council Community Grants. 
 
 

Advertisements 

The Dept. of Education (DE&T) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser 

or notice contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DE&T) 

or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 
 

It's a "big bright beautiful world" for everyone's favourite ogre in SHREK THE MUSICAL JR., based on the 
Oscar-winning DreamWorks Animation film. Presented by a cast of over 90 talented performers from the 
Young Australian Broadway Chorus. Running for a limited season at the Union Theatre, University of 
Melbourne, from the 12th to 15th July. 
  

In a faraway kingdom, the green ogre Shrek finds his swamp invaded by banished fairytale misfits, runaways who've been cast 
off by Lord Farquaad, a tiny terror with big ambitions.  When Shrek sets off with a wise-cracking donkey to confront Farquaad, 
he's handed a task - if he rescues feisty Princess Fiona from the Dragon-guarded tower, his swamp will be returned to him. But, a 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
mailto:northcote@oshclub.com.au
mailto:northcotecommunitygardens@yahoo.com.au
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fairy tale wouldn't be complete without unexpected twists and turns along the way. Part romance, part twisted fairytale; SHREK 
JR. is an irreverently fun show for the whole family.  
  
The production is directed by Robert Coates, with choreography by Jacqui Green and Musical Direction by Andy Coates. With 
spectacular costumes, impressive Set Design and a delightful cast, Shrek Jr. is sure to be loved by the whole family.  
  
Show Dates and Times 
Wednesday 12th July 11am & 2pm   Thursday 13th July 11am, 2pm & 7pm   
Friday 14th July 2pm & 7pm    Saturday 15th July 11am, 2pm & 7pm 
 
Location 
Union Theatre, Union House at Melbourne University, Parkville 
  
Ticket Info 
Cost: $22.50-$27.50 (+ booking fees)  Book online: shrek-jr.com.au  
Book via phone: 8199 8344 
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