
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DIARY DATES 
 
Fri 25 April Anzac Day Public Holiday – NO SCHOOL 
Thurs 1 May Triskills Begins for Grades Prep to Four 
Fri 9 May Grades 3/4 Excursion – The Human Body 
Sun 11 May Mother’s Day 
Mon 12 May Education Sub-Committee Meeting (see page 5) 
Tues 13 May NAPLAN Begins for Grades 3 & 5 
Wed 14 May NAPLAN for Grades 3 & 5 
Thurs 15 May NAPLAN for Grades 3 & 5 
Mon 19 May Education Week Begins 
Tues 27 May School Photos – Order Envelopes going home next week 
Wed 4 June Prep-Two CSIRO Toy Incursion 
Mon 9 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No School 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://carmelrowley.com.au/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/AnzacDayRemember.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carmelrowley.com.au/blog/?tag%3Danzac-day&h=608&w=912&tbnid=-hrM0h8CKjwC9M:&zoom=1&q=anzac day&docid=MGgc1RxN6bDYQM&ei=E3hYU_2jEMWdkwXdioGICg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEcQMyg_MD84ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=395&page=5&start=135&ndsp=36
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn.eventfinder.com.au/uploads/events/transformed/305833-103550-34.jpg%3Fv%3D6&imgrefurl=http://www.eventfinder.com.au/2014/anzac-day-2014/gold-coast/surfers-paradise&h=336&w=780&tbnid=RoogBrXkTq2cxM:&zoom=1&q=anzac day&docid=Uy7dRqKKERo8-M&ei=E3hYU_2jEMWdkwXdioGICg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMyg7MDs4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1374&page=5&start=135&ndsp=36
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Welcome back everyone! 
So lovely to see you all back at school, ready to start Term 2 and I trust that you all had a relaxing break over the 
Easter and term holiday period.  My how the autumn weather has come along and made us scurry to our 
wardrobes to hunt down our coats and umbrellas.  I must say, I do enjoy the changes and welcome the autumnal 
rain and milder conditions and all that they bring.   
 
Welcome to our new students 
We would like to warmly welcome a new family from Brisbane via New Zealand, to the school:  Connor in Prep 
and his older sister, Natasha in Year 1.  Welcome to the Northcote Primary School Community. 
 

Learning focus in Term 2 
Preps 
The Prep Inquiry this term is focused on Community.  The preps are learning about similarities and differences 
and roles in communities.  Today, the preps learnt about the role of the school crossing supervisor.  Alan, one of 
our local crossing supervisors, came along to help the preps understand how to work with other important 
people in our community to keep themselves safe.  Alan was so impressed with all of the preps that he made a 
special effort to come to the office after the lesson, to let me know that the Prep children were very good 
listeners and that he gave them 10/10 for behaviour!  Well done Preps! 
 
Year 3/4s 
Anyone visiting the 3/4 area today would have thought they were in a hospital or laboratory.  Two of the 
teachers were dressed in surgical gear and the children were launching their term 2 inquiry into the Living 
Systems and cycles, focusing today on the musculoskeletal system. 
   
The children were divided into groups and rotating around different activities:  Anatomy (Heart, lungs, brain); 
Music and percussion with Song about human body; Heart rate & physical movement; viewing, reading and 
recording – skeleton with a computer learning program called ‘Whack-a-bone’ where the children have to match 
and move, the correct bone into the body. 
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It was all ‘systems’ go as the children gasped and squealed, conversations were abuzz and became riveted to 
their learning.   
 
After School Supervision 
Just a reminder to parents that the school yard is supervised by a teacher on assigned yard duty from 3.30 – to 
3.45pm every night after school.  The after school yard duty role for the teacher is to supervise the yard whilst 
the children are leaving the school to go home; to lock all gates except main Helen street gate, toilets and bike 
shed, bring in the crossing flags and locate any children who are still in the yard by 3.45 and have not been 
collected by family.  Children are encouraged to leave the school grounds after school, immediately, and make 
their way home.  That way, we are able to ascertain which children need to be sent to the office so we can call 
parents and find out what is happening for them. 
 
Parents in the yard after school can support the yard duty teacher by exiting the school by 3.45pm and if they 
notice any child remaining, send the child to the office.   
 

Group Tours for Prospective Enrolments 2015 
We are commencing our group tours for prospective enrolments this term and already have many of our tours 
booked out.  Every Tuesday morning starting from May 20th, you will see a group of interested parents learning 
about our school.  We have had many enquiries and tours are booking up fast and at the moment, the first 
available tour at this time is not until early June.  If you know of any parents who are considering schools for their 
children for 2015, please let them know about our great school, and to ring our office to book in for a tour.   
 
Siblings commencing Prep in 2015 – enrol now 
If you are a current family with children in the school and they have a sibling due to commence in 2015, I strongly 
advise you to fill in an enrolment form and lodge it at the office.  Once tours commence, enrolments will fill up 
fast and we’d like to ensure a place for siblings of current families as soon as possible. 
 

Fact sheet for parents and carers – new suspension and expulsion procedures from 
the Department of Education and Early Childhood (DEECD) 
 
Every member of a school community has the right to feel safe at school. As a parent or carer you should 
be confident that you are sending your child into a safe and supportive learning environment. 
 
Suspension and expulsion are serious disciplinary measures and should be used as a last resort in 
managing a student’s behaviour.  
 
As of 1 March 2014 changes have been made to how suspension and expulsion processes work in 
government. 
 

The grounds for suspension and expulsion have also been updated to better enable principals to prevent 
and respond to behavioural incidents that may compromise the health, wellbeing and safety of staff and 
students. The grounds for suspension and expulsion can be found at: https://education. 
vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/discipline.aspx  

The relevant person – ensuring students are supported 
 
It is important that every student has a person to support and advocate for them throughout a suspension 
or expulsion process. The new guidance on suspensions and expulsions has introduced the concept of a 
relevant person, which is the adult who will play this important support role. 
 
In most cases a student’s relevant person will be their parent or carer. However, you as the parent or 
carer can also nominate another responsible adult to act as relevant person if you cannot, for whatever 
reason, take on this role yourself.  
 
The role of the relevant person does not replace your role as parent or carer with regard to responsibility 
for decision-making about your child’s education, and for their enrolment and attendance at school. Rather, 

https://education.edugate-cms.eduweb.vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/discipline.aspx
https://education.edugate-cms.eduweb.vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/discipline.aspx
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it has been introduced in recognition of the fact that students come from diverse family backgrounds and 
that a parent or carer may not always be able to act as a support person for their child. 
 
The principal will speak to you about who this person will be. 
 

The suitable persons list 
 

In some cases, a parent or carer may be unable to act as the relevant person for their child during a 
suspension or expulsion process, and may also be unable to nominate another adult to fulfil this role. 
 
In these situations the school principal will appoint a person from the ‘suitable persons list’ to act as the 
student’s relevant person. The suitable persons list is a register of departmental employees with relevant 
welfare expertise, experience and training.  
 
This is to ensure that every student has somebody to support and advocate for them .  

Meetings with the school principal – the behaviour review conference 
 
A principal is required to hold a meeting, called a behaviour review conference, when an expulsion is being 
considered for a student. The student and their relevant person must be invited to this meeting to discuss 
the student’s behaviour and possible consequences and strategies to address the behaviour. 
 
The relevant person can also request a meeting with the principal at any point during an expulsion process 
if they have any concerns. 
 
The relevant person – whether parent, carer or another adult – may bring an independent support person to 
any school meeting as long as they are not acting for fee or reward. 
 
When suspending a student, principals are not required to hold a meeting with the student and relevant 
person either before or after the suspension, but the relevant person can request a meeting with the school 
principal at any point during the suspension process if they wish to discuss any concerns. 
 
If you are unable to resolve your concerns with the school principal, you can contact the relevant 
department regional office to discuss further. To contact your closest region office see: Contact Us 

Expulsion appeals 
 
A student who has been expelled has the right to appeal their expulsion the relevant person may exercise 
this right on their behalf, taking into consideration the student’s views and best interests. 
 
The school must provide every expelled student an appeal form along with the Notice of Expulsion. 
 

More information 
 

For more information on suspension and expulsion processes, see:  

- FAQs for parents: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/faqs.aspx  
- Procedures following suspension brochure (link) 
- Procedures following expulsion brochure (link) 
- Disciplinary Measures section of the Student Engagement and Inclusion Guidance: 

https://education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/discipline.aspx  
 

 

Warm regards, 
Kerrie 
 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/contact/Pages/regions.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/faqs.aspx
https://education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/discipline.aspx
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Next meeting will be 6.30pm on Monday 12th May in the staffroom. 
All members of the school community are welcome. Please advise Miles Callaghan (Liam C’s dad from grade 2) 
on miles.callaghan@bupacare.com.au if you intend to join the meeting. 
 
Many thanks 
Miles 
 

http://www.naplan.edu.au 
 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests will be conducted on Tuesday 13 
May, Wednesday 14 May and Thursday 15 May 2014. 
  
Most students at Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in schools across Australia will be completing literacy and numeracy tests on 
the same days. The results from the national literacy and numeracy tests provide a measure of how Australian 
students are performing in the content strands of numeracy, reading, writing, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. 
 
These tests will include: 
* Language Conventions incorporates spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
**  Numeracy incorporates Number, Space, Algebra, function and pattern, Space, Measurement, chance and 

data. 
 
Years 3 and 5 teachers here at Northcote PS are preparing and familiarising students for the tests, by providing 
examples of ‘how to sit a test’, content and format. 
 
It has been recommended that parents and carers can best assist students by making them feel comfortable 
about the nature and purpose of the tests. They can assure their children that the assessments will give them an 
opportunity to show what they have learned in class. Parent information and test samples are available on the 
website http://www.naplan.edu.au  or by contacting your child’s classroom teacher.  If parents and carers do NOT 
wish to have their child take part in NAPLAN please see your child’s teacher. 
 
Timetable for National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 2014 at Years 3 and 5 
 

Year 
Level  

Tuesday 13 May  Wednesday 14 May  Thursday 15 May  

Year 3 

Language Conventions* 
40 minutes Reading  

45 minutes 
Numeracy  
45 minutes Writing  

40 minutes 

Year 5 

Language Conventions*  
40 minutes Reading  

50 minutes 
Numeracy  
50 minutes Writing  

40 minutes 

 
Andrea Read   -   NAPLAN Co-ordinator 

 

mailto:miles.callaghan@bupacare.com.au
http://www.naplan.edu.au/
http://www.naplan.edu.au/
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Hello All, 
 
It’s great to be back and I am looking forward to catching up with all the news as well as getting to know 
our new (Not so new now!) preps.  
 
This term will be all about clay and there will be lots of different projects going on. Below is a rundown of 
what each area is up to. 
 
I would also like to say a huge thank you to Paul who kept everything moving so 
beautifully and by all accounts was a great fit for the school. 
 
Years 5&6: 
Students are working with clay. We are looking at creating our own dwellings after 
looking at homes from around the world as well as the architects Frank Lloyd Wright, 
Robyn Boyd and Fender/Katsilidis. Students will practise making a small piece to iron 
out problems such as getting rid of air bubbles, not making sections that are too thick or thin, etc. 
 
Soon students will have a 2 hour class on so that they can start and complete their piece in the same day 
and put a lot of imagination and effort into it. When the pieces have been fired, there will be lots of 
choices as to how they will be decorated.  
 
Years 3&4: 
The 3/4s will be mixing clay with a bit of weaving by making ceramic looms to create some interesting wall 
hangings. They will also be using Chinette plates to sketch a background for a striking, woven tree. The 
focus is on using a variety of natural materials. 
 
Years 1&2:  
The students are going to explore the world of fish and their habitat. We will be finding out what is needed 
to have a fish tank and then we will make our own ceramic fish bowl and fill it with colourful fish, pebbles 
and weed. If there is time, the students will also make a pinch pot using the tecniques they have learned. 
 
Preps: 
Apart from getting to know our youngest students, we will be looking at clay suns from Metapec, Mexico. 
These are used for decoration, expressing warmth and life-giving energy. We will also use our new skills to 
create a face wall plaque.  
 
Here’s to a busy and productive term 2! 
 
Regards, 
Lisa 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to keep collecting your 5 cent pieces and bringing them to your classroom!  

Cheers, Claire (JSC Teacher Representative)   
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Advertisements 
The Dept. of Education (DEECD) does not endorse the products & services of any private advertiser or notice 

contained in this newsletter.  No responsibility is accepted by the Dept. of Education (DEECD) or this school for the 
accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 
Play an instrument? Would you like to play as part of a group? The Orkeztra Glasso Bashalde welcomes new 
members for term 2! We are an inclusive community world music orchestra based in Northcote. Our vision is to 
develop musicianship and strengthen community by promoting positive awareness of diverse musical cultures. We 
play primarily Klezmer, Romani, Balkan and Middle-Eastern styles as well as music from local composers. Term 2 
rehearsals begin April 23 (Wednesdays 7.15-9.30pm) at Jika Jika Community Centre (Cnr Plant and Union St, 
Northcote). Contact Talia Dyson for more information: Phone: 0468 657 181, or email: taliadyson@gmail.com  
 
Pizza Mia for Kids! – A hands-on pizza making class - SPAN Community House.  Kindy Groove Dance Classes for 5-7 
year olds.  More info at www.spanhouse.org or see the flyers outside the school office. 
 
Community Weight Loss Challenge – Starts Wednesday 23rd April @ 6.30 p.m.  Thornbury, Fairfield and Northcote 
areas.  Weekly weigh in, weight loss coaching, tips and advice, nutrional education.  Only $49.00 for the full 10 
weeks.  Contact Jan on 0412 226 565 
 
Girl players required for local soccer club.  Moreland Zebra's Under 11 and Under 12 Girls teams are looking for new 
players for the Football Federation Victoria season starting on April 27.  Participation includes availability to play on 
Sundays and training on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at De Chene reserve, (where Merri Creek crosses Bell St). If 
you have a daughter 8-11 years old who is keen to play please contact Sandro Marcolin by email on 
<Sandro.Marcolin@crema.com.au> or phone 0411 645 005.  For more info on Moreland Zebras click here.  
 
Take Home A Big Brother Or Big Sister - Give your children the wonderful opportunity to have an international big 
brother or big sister by volunteering to host one of our exceptional international students arriving in Australia in 
July 2014 for their 3, 5, or 10 month programs. Our international students from France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, Finland, Spain and Colombia will live as a local, attend a local secondary school, arrive with their 
own spending money, and comprehensive insurance cover, all arranged by Southern Cross Cultural Exchange. You 
choose the nationality, the gender, the duration and the interests of the student that you feel is the best match for 
your family. Visit us at www.scce.com.au, email scceaust@scce.com.au or call us toll free on 1800 500 501, request 
our international student profiles, and capture the spirit of family and friendship! 
 

The Sustainable Homes and Communities Program (a Cities of Darebin and Banyule 
initiative) is hosting a waste related family fun day on Sunday 25th May, from 
1.00pm til 4.00pm at the Old Shire Offices, 60 Beverley Road, Heidelberg.  The 

event is free. 
 
The theme of the event is ‘re-imagining waste’ (that is, seeing waste as a resource), and 
will feature the fabulous ‘Litter Sisters’ who will have people singing and dancing about 
waste, as well as a range of waste related art activities and games such as making 
jewellery and costumes from recyclable materials, and using recycled juice and milk 
cartons to pot up winter veggie seeds (like the picture at right). 

 
I'm a student midwife at ACU and I live just nearby. As part of our 

degree student midwives need to find 20 women to support 

throughout their pregnancy. This is called the Continuity of Care 

Experience (ACU have an explanation of the program here 

at http://www.acu.edu.au/610338It's a free program that is vital to 

training future midwives. Women who have participated in the past 

have been really positive about the opportunity and the extra 

support.  

mailto:taliadyson@gmail.com
mailto:Sandro.Marcolin@crema.com.au
http://www.foxsportspulse.com/club_info.cgi?client=1-8746-124209-0-0
http://www.scce.com.au/
mailto:scceaust@scce.com.au
http://www.acu.edu.au/610338
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